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^ MEMOIR 



The subject of this memoir, the Rev. Robert 
Pollock, was a native of Mutrhouae, in the parish 
of Eaglesham, situated about eleven miles south- 
east from the city of Glasgow, and was born on 
the 19th October 1798. Of his father, who was 
a very worthy and intelligent man, and good far- 
mer, ho was the youngest son *, and the days of 
his early life were devoted to such pursuits and 
avocations, as suited his father's interests and in- 
clinations. The children of that class of people 
to which he properly belonged, seldom partici- 
pated the advantages of an extensive education, 
and his was conse^uenUy in the same ratio aa 
theirs, adapted to his condition in life. Econom- 
ical of time and anxious for instruction, instead of 
prodigally expending his evening hours in uselesii 
and childish amusements, he appropriated^ theq^ 
to the reading and study of such books, as impav^ 
ted at once pleasure and information : thus reo^ 
dering "the stuff that life is made of subservient 
to his advancement in knowledge. Before he atp* 
tained fourteen years of a^e^ whether at the in- 
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Stance of his father or of his own choice, is not 
known, he was sent, to acquire the trade of a 
cartright, in the village of Eaglesham, and com- 
menced that business accordingly : but owing to 
the advice of his elderbrother, wno was engaged 
in the preparatory studies for Uie ministry, he was 
induced to relinquish his mechanical employ 
ment, and enter upon those incipient scholastic 
exercises, necessary for one, whose object was 
the clerical office. This new impulse given to 
his inclinations and feelings, by his brother, re- 
ceived the sanction of his parents, and in the year 
1813. he began the study of the Latin Grammar, 
at a tchool situated in the parish of Fcnwick- 
where he made rapid improvement. 

In the month or October 1815 his progress in 
learning was so considerable, that ho received ad- 
mission into the university of Glasgow, where, af- 
ter five years of close application to the studies in- 
cident to that institution, the degree of Master of 
Arts was confered upon him at the age of twenty 
two. 

His devotion to his studies, and his zeal for pro- 
ficiency in them, justly received the approbation 
of his literary guardians, and produced him sev- 
eral prize honours, which his fellow students 
cheerfully awarded him. But his daily ofR)rings, 
made with so much zeal and assiduity in the 
temple of learning, considerably reduced the tone 
and vigor of his health ; and although unconcious 
of the injurious effect of too much application, 
yoty it was evident he was pr^aring, at no remote 
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period, to become a martyr to the stadies he par* 
sued with such untiring industry. 

Some time in the autumn of 1823, he entered 
the seminary of the United Sessions Church, as a 
student of Theology, under the direction of IheRev. 
Dr. Dick of Glasgow. During this time he was 
also a constant attendant, on the lectures of Dr. 
Macgill on Theology, in the University. In con- 
formity with the rules and regulations of Divinity 
Hall, he composed a number of discourses, which 
excited considerable interest, and for want of that 
attention to the rigid rules of sermonizing, which 
the learned in divinity so much insist upon ; be* 
came the subject of criticism of the severest kind, 
among some of those of his fellows, who were, 
perhaps, more uniform, and less gifted than him- 
self. Indeed it was not in the nature of a mind, 
lit up with the fires of genius, as his was, to bend 
to the authority of rules, for the arrangement and 
division of his subjects, which are so essential for 
the regulation of the thoughts, and the govern- 
ment of the memory of persons of more ordinary 
capacities. Yet these rules and arrangements are 
often valuable auxiliaries to a preacher, and render 
more methodical, as well as more easy of appro 
hension to his hearers, the several positions he 
assumes, arid the several arguments ne advances. 

Be this as it may, after tlie accustomed petiod 
of five sessions attendance at the Hall, he <^tain« 
ed licence to preach, simultaneously with his 
brother, in the month of May 1827, which was 
panted by the United Associate Presbytery of 
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Edinbargh, ftnd he commenced the work of the 
ministry accordingly. 

About the period of his licensure, the poem, 
which had employed much of his time, and en- 
grossed much of his attention, for two antecedent 
years, was issued from the press, and given to the 
worid. It was a work worthy of its author, and 
was properly appredated by the public 

At Rose-Street Chapel Edinburgh, of which 
the Bev. John Brown was minister, he preached 
his first public discourse, on the afletnoon of 
Thursda^ the third of May, a day set apart for 
humiliation and prayer, preparatory to the admin- 
btration of the sacrament of the supper. Fie took 
his text in 1st Kings xviii. Chap. 21 verse, "How 
long halt ye between two opinions? Ifthe Lord 
be God follow him, butifBaal, then follow him." 

This first public efibrt appears, from the testimo- 
ny of others, to have been abundantly successful.* 
In one part of the sermon, he rose into an awful 
sublimity, which carried a complete and lasting 
conviction to his hearers, of the superiority of his 
talents and eloquence. The London Memoir 
speaking of this sermon sava, '*Many, we doubt 
not, who heard him that day, will recollect the 
profound and eloquent discourse which he deliver- 
ed, in which there was a brilliant display of poet- 
ical imagery, combined with metaphysical acute- 
ness, and admirable reasoning j and many we 
doubt not will recollect his feeble appearance, and 
the exhaustion which was apparent ere he clos- 
ed. Alas*, disease was then making rapid ia« 
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loadv on bia coQatitutiom and hb public mini^tra- 
tioQS were soon to end forever." The wearinees 
and prostration of strength, theofispringof this first 
and bold exertion were so excessive, that after 
feaT \ng the church, he was compelled to confine 
biias elf to his bed, and notwithstanding his sub- 
sequent partial restoration, he was omy able to 
preach three sermons afterwards; the spirit wliich 
animated him not possessing power auj£cient to 
resist the weakness of the body. 

Consumption, that siy and deceitful destroyer, 
which flatters but to kill, had fastened on bis vi- 
tals, and with its slow but silent tooth was feeding 
on his constitution. Yet he did not know the 
extent of his danger. However. "In the summer 
be removed from Edinburgh to Slateford, a most 
roDsantic village in the parish of iSt. Cuthbert^s, 
delightfully situated on the rivulet called the 
Waterof£eith, about three miles from the city« 
There, ini the family of the ^ev. Dr. Belfrage 
minister of the United Congregation of Slatefo^i 
he was received with the utmost aBeotion and re- 
spect. The salubrity of the air, and particular at* 
tentlon to diet, it was fondly anticipated, would 
restore him to vigor, especially as he had youth 
and the advu^ntase of the season in his favor. The 
well known medical reputation of Dr. Belfinge, 
was fortunate for him ia this delightful retire* 
ment. Findiing, however, that his heallli was not 
returning, he was during the summer, induced to 
take an easy tour to Aberdeen, m the hope that 
chaaig« of air and acene might recruit his ezhaus- 
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ted firame. But the expectations of bis friends 
were disappointed. He returned, and it was evi- 
dent, that disease was quickly hastening him to 
the crave." 

The unequivocal testimonials of esteem and 
respect which were exhibited for his person, char- 
acter, and talents, are best illustrated by the ten- 
der and endearing treatment, and the afiection- 
ate kindnesses which were lavished upon him. 
** During Mr. Pollok's residence at Slateford, he 
experienced the utmost kindness and attention 
from a gentleman of the most distinguished re- 
putation in the metropolis^ Dr. Abercromby. This 
gentleman frequently visited him, and tendered 
nis medical advice with his friendly conversation. 
Many others in the metropolis, both laity and 
dergy of various denomination?, also evinced their 
respect for him by their solicitations. Among 
the former, the Right Hon. Sir John Sinclair, 
who at a public dinner, expressed his opinion of 
*Thx Coubsx ofTimx;' and the family of Vr, 
Monro of the University of Edinburgh, ought not 
to be forgotten." "His friends and fellow-students 
in Edinburgh also frequently visited him, and 
cheered him by their conversations on former 
days." *<0f the kindness of Dr. Belfrage, Mr. 
Pollok always spoke with the most grateful en- 
thusiasm. During his residence at Slateford, 
that gentleman acted towards him as a father and 
a in^d. Everjr thing which was thousht condu- 
cive to his com/ort was at his command." 

These tributary offerings of friendship and af- 
fection were however of no avail ; his disease still 
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eontiiiued ftDd was ripeniiig for a fatal tennina- 
tion* "Thesummer oastened on, and Mr. Pol- 
lok was still the subject of disease. It was now 
thou^i^ht necessary that a change of climate shoald 
be tried, and it was anticipated that the salubrious 
air of Italy might restore nim to health. The city 
of Pisa, in the Grand Duchy of Tuscany, was the 
place selected for his residence. To a mind like 
bis, deeply stored with classical learning, and ca- 
pable or appreciating the scenes of that delight- 
ful country, such a residence must have posses- 
sed the highest interest" The fixed determina- 
tion to visit the classic soil of Italy was attempted 
to be carried into efiect, as soon as those prelimin- 
ary arrangements^ necessary for his comfort on 
the journey were executed, and letters recom- 
mending him to the fsTorable notice and attention 
of individuals, celebrated for their leaminff on the 
Continent, were procured. Accompanied by his 
sister he set out from Scotland, in August, on his 
journey. 

" He proceeded by sea to England, and went 
first to Plymouth; but the state of his health ren- 
dered it impossible for him to go forward, and on- 
ly the hope remained that if spared till the next 
summer, ne would perhaps be enabled to complete 
his journev. He therefore took up his residence 
near Southampton, at Devonshire Place, Shirley 
Common." 

This was the UUima Tkule of bis joumeyings. 
It wa« soon apparent that his disease was too 
deeply planted to be removed: and hope, the last 
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eflbrt of the miad in sickneas, was now eztinet 
Under the conviction Uiat he could not recover, 
he wrote tp his brother in Scotland touching his 
condition, which he oonsideied hopelesa, and sta- 
ted to his sister, who was with him, that he 
should have reniained at home, had he be^i able 
to realize the rapidly destructive nature of his dki* 



After a few afflietivo daya of lingering ])ain,pre» 
monitory of his hastening dissolution^ he died on 
the iSth of September 1827. His mortal remains 
were, soon after decently interred ; his brother 
not arriving until after his burial. He died in the 
full persuasion of the truths of the christian sys- 
tem, which he had essayed to preach; und was 
cheered in his last moments by a calmness and 
tranquility of mind, arising from his firm and un- 
shaken faith in the religion he professed, and an 
unwavering confidence m the glories of that pro- 
mised redemption, which he had delineated with 
■uch pathos, eloquence, and power. 

He fell a martyr to his too great avidity ibr 
knowledge, and his books were literaUy his ex- 
ecutioners. 

It may perhaps be no easy task to portray, in 
words sumciently brilliant, the diaracter of him, 
who bursting from the bondage of obscurity, by 
his own superior powers of talent and intellect, 
began, in so short a career, to exhibit the unfol- 
dings of a brilliancy, and gloiy of greatness, that 
fame m her immortal archives will delight to pre- 
Mnre and commemorate. Shorn of hie anticipa- 
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ted honoff, as he was, by t^e rathle8a.liand of 
death, what he might have been^ had he survived, 
is only to be conceived from the fact of what he 
wot, 

*^ His friends, pablic and private, can bear tes« 
timony to his many virtues. His excellence lay 
not in ostentation, but in the quiet and unobtru- 
sive feelings of the heart. His disposition was 
generous, his heart, feeling and benevolent ; and 
he loved his friends with that affection, which is 
cherished only by a noble mind.'* ^'In his inter- 
course with his friends and familiar acquaint- 
ance, he was cheerful and light-hearted ; and 
this disposition he retained till disease had alto- 
gether disorganised his nervous system. But 
like most men of studious habits, he wore an air 
of distance and reserve, when in the company of 
strangers." ^ His religion was that of the heart ; 
he was pious, devout, humble, free from the con- 
ceits of a fancied perfection, and the impulses of 
a heated enthusiasm. His mind was cast in too 
noble a ooould to be impressed by the petty dis- 
tinctions and animosities of sectarian prejudice, 
and his integrity rose superior to the hollow and 
superficial iSectation of a spurious liberality." 

**His habits were those of a close student ; his 
reading was extensive; he could converse on 
almost every subject ; and had great &cility in 
composition. His college acquaintances could 
perceive that his mind was not wholly devoted to 
the busiaess of the classes ; he was constantly 
writing or reading on other rubjects. It was 



X MCMOIB OF tHfi AUTHOB. 

bis custom to commit to the flames, every ikkw 
and then, a great number of papers. Besides the 
regular exercises, he composed a number for his 
own pleasure and improvement, and several of 
these were poetical." j^ 

"Literary industry and solitary musing were , 
not deemed the most important avocations in his " 
father's house ; and intrusions on his meditations 
at home often induced him to go elsewhere to 
muse. On these occasions, he often retreated to a 
neighboring farm, where a beautiful clump of 
fir-trees relieved the nakedness of a spot natural- 
ly uninviting. Tnere seated un<ler the fairest of 
these, he composed a considerable part of his 
Poem. At a little distance in front, though en- 
tirely out of sight, a crystal stream of water 
gushed from a water-spout into a pleasant well, 
and thence pursued its course without a murmur 
through the lowlying meadows. The simple 
music of this little water-fall, mingled at times 
with the voice of the wind, as it rose or fell 
among the branches of fir-trees, awakened emo- 
tions, to which may be ascribed a portion of that 
enthusiasm which infused animation and wild*^ 
ness into his cherished melancholy. From thisf 
seclusion, he had a full view of the 'battlement i 
of hills' formed by the lofty *Ben Lomond* «nd 
other mountains, stretching beyond Dumbarton. 
At the southeast end of his father's house staAd 
the trees, which he celebrates in his verse, ft 
is said that many a time he had been seen gazing 
upon them long and silently, and at length tur* 
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nlng from them with an air of gladdened pemiye« 
ness, indicating the elevated feelings, which, hy 
some mysterious sympathy, they had excited. 
, ** Mr PoUok's mind was certainly of a very su- 
perior order ; of this, there need no other proof 
be g^iven than the encomiums, which his ^Course 
of Time' has called forth,— encomiums, many of 
them, penned before his death was known, but 
which did not appear till after he had gone be- 
yond the reach of earthly applause." ' 
The " Course of Time," the poem which had 
employed his thoughts for a long period antece- 
dent to its appearance, and of which he had fur^ 
nished, for the four last books, almost a thousand 
lines each week, is well worthy of the eulogies 
it received, and the admiration it obtained. For 
fourteen years before its birth, this intellectual 
child was conceived by the author, in his juvenile 
days ; dtad lived in embryo thought as the off- 
spring of his maturing mind. When it was in- 
troduced to the world, it met, therefore, that flat- 
tering reception io which its merit entitled it ; 
and wound a wreath of fame around the memory 
ofthe genius and talents of its departed author. 
The public approved the work, and furnished 
ample testimony in favor of him who wrote it, 
by the avidity with which they sought, and the 
commendations they bestowed upon it. 

**His name is now recorded among the list of 
those Illustrious Scotsmen, who have done hon- 
or to their country ; who from obscurity have 
secured- themselves an unfading reputation; and 
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whowiUbe remembered by distant generatioiis 
with enthusiasm and admiration." 

His other literary performances, are three sab 
bath School tales, written when he was eng^agecl 
in the study of Theology , and published with* 
out the sanction of his name : they were entitled 
'Helen of the Glen,'* '* Ralph Gemmell," and 
The Persecuted Family. These were all writ- 
en bef<ire his ** Course of Time," and although 
all are respectable productions, yet the two last 
named give indication of more genius and tal- 
ents than the first, which is founded on fancy 
rather than fact : Uie incidents of the '^Persecuted 
Family," are derived from a train of correspon- 
dent &cts and circumstances which are asserted 
by the author to be substantially true, though 
their occurrence was not precisely in such order 
chronologically,and otherwise, as he relates them 
to be^ Yet they had reference to an interesting 
portion of the Scottish history, in which the cruel- 
ties practised upon, and the sufferings endured by, 
the Presbyterians of that country, in the seven- 
teenth century, are touched upon, witli a bold and 
masterly hand. The author was born in one of 
those districts of country, where the persecutions 
he describes were endured, and the ruthless deeds 
he records were done : crimes indeed they were, 
if history betrue« which have fastened an eternal 
stain upon the memories of those who were their 
perpetrators ; and in like manner have immor- 
talized the names of those zealous and conscien- 
tious rclfgionbts who consented to suffer for con- 
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flcionod take^ rather than abjure their creed, and 
abandon theh* fiuth. PoUok appears to have 
entertained a proper estimation of the character 
of those men, and to have be«i penetrated with 
a confiding sense of their exalted Worth. 

In his Preface to the *' Persecuted Family, " he 
says ** every sigh of oar persecuted ancestors is 
recorded in hearen ; every tear, which they 
ehed, is preserved in Che bottle of God. Why 
then should not their memories be dear to us for 
whom they bled, and for whom they died? But 
it is not only that we may pay them our debt of 
gratitude, that we ought to acquaint ourselves 
with their lives; i^ is that We may gather hut- 
mility from their lowliness ; faith from their trust 
in God ; courage from their heaveU'-sustained 
fortitude ; warmth from the flame of their de- 
votion, and hope from their glorious success." 

Mr Pollok conceived the project of another 
work,which he had intended to compose and pub- 
lish, and which, it is deeply to be regretted, he 
did not live to write. It was *' A Review of Lit- 
erature in all ages, designed to shew that Litera- 
ture must stand or fall in proportion as it har- 
monizes with Scripture Revelation." This was 
a work which required, in an eminent degree, 
the employment of genius, talent, learning, and 
religious Imowledge, by the author, and in which 
much time, untiring patience, deep research, and 
unwavering faithfulness would have been neces- 
sarily exercised. Yet his lofty mird had con 
ceived the grand idea of performing such a work . 
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which feet alone reflects great hoDoar on his tal« 
enti at a scholar^ and his entl^usiasm as achxia. 
tian, • 

But we cannot conclude this hasty sketdi, of 
the life, talents, character, and productions of 
Mr. Pollok better than by copying the language, 
of one who wrote his Memoir, from which such 
copious extracts hare been taken, and who in life 
loved him with a brother's love. In attending 
to his death, he says, ** He has gone the way of 
all the earth ; and his spirit, we fondly hope, is 
among the * spirits of the just made perfect, who, 
* by faith and patience, are now inheriting the 
promises.' But he lives in the hearts of his 
friends, who think of him with fond regret; he 
lives in the hearts of his countrymen ; and his 
praise is not only in the church of which he was 
a licentiate, but in all the churches.'* 
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.AirAX.T8i8 OF Book I. 

The autbor Invokes the Eternal Spirit to Inspire hts song 
that be may sing "Tbe Couneof Time,*' The second 
birth, and final doom of man," " the eeeential truth — 
time gone, the rightooiu saved, the wicked damned, and 
providence approved. 

hong after time had ceased and Eternity bad rolled on its 
periods, numbered only by God alone, a stranger 
spirit arriv'js *' high on the bills of immortality, and is 
there met by two other spirii^, " youthful sons of Para* 
disc," who greet him with " Well done thou good and 
faiUiful servaut," and invite bim to ascaid to the throne 
of God- 

The stranger informs them, that, when be left his native 
world, on his way towards heaven, he came to a realm 
of darkness, where be saw beings of " all shapes, 
all forms, all modes of wretchedness," in a place 
of torment, ** burning continually," and dying perpet- 
ually, and heard cursing and blasphemies : the meaning 
of which he requests them to unfold to hin^ : but 
tliey being unable, introduce him to an ancient bard of 
tlic earth, and all three request him, to explain to 
them the wonders of tlie place of torments, and prison 
of the domnt^d. 

The bard informs them, that "The place the stranger saw 
was Hell; " the groans he heard, the wsilings of the 
damned, and thai he will have his asking, and that, 
*^ wonderi 118 doubt, shalt learn to ariswer," while be 
gives Uiem la brief the history of Uaa 
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Etsrnal Spirit ! God of truth ! to whom 
All things seem aa they are ; Thou, who of old 
The prophets eye unsealed, that nightly saw 
While heavy sleep fell dow^ on other men, 
In holy Tision traxicedf the future pass 
Before him, and to Judah's harp attuned 
Burdens which made the pagan mouutains 

shake, 
And Zion^a cedars bow,-— inspire my song ; 
My eye unscale ; me what is substance teach. 
And shadow what, while I of things to come. 
As past, rehearsing, sing the Course of time. 
The second birth, and final doom of man. 

The muse, that soft and sickly wooes the eat 
Of love, or chanting loud in windy rhyme 
Of fabled hero, raves through gaudy tale 
Not overfraught with sense, I ask not : such 
A strain befits not argument so high. 
Me thought, and phrase severely sifting out 
The whole idea, grant, uttering as 'tis 
The essential truUi — time gone, the righteous 
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The wicked damned, and providence approyed. 

Hold my right hand, Almighty ! and me teach 
To strike the lyre, but seldom struck, to notes 
Harmonious with the morning stars, and pure 
As those by sainted bards and angels sung, 
Which wake the echoes of eternity — 
That fools may hear and tremble, and the wise 
Instructed listen, of ages yet to come. 

Long was the day, so long expected, past 
Of the eternal doom, that gave to each 
Of all the human race his due reward 
The sun — earth's sun, and moon, and stars, 

had ceased 
To number seasons, days, and mouths, and years 
I'o mortal man : hope was forgotten, and fear , 
And time, with all its chance and change, &nd 

smiles. 
And frequent tears, and deeds of villany, 
Or righteousness-once talked of much as things 
Of great renown, was now but ill remembered j 
In dim and shadowy vision of the past. 
Seen far remote, as country, which has left 
The traveller's speedy step, retiring back 
From mom till even { and long, eternity 
Had rolled his mighty years, and with his years 
Men had grown old : the saints, all home 

returned 
From prilgrimage, and war, and weeping, long 
Had rested in the bowers of peace, that skirt 
The stream of life ; and long, alas ! how long 
To them it seemed, the wicked who refused 
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To be redeemed, hikd wandered ia the dark 
Of hell's de^air, and drunk the burnings cup 
Their sins bad filled with everlasting wa 

Thus far the years had rolled, which none but 

God 
Doth number, when two sons, two youthful sons 
Of Paradise, in conversation sweet, 
(For thus the heavenly muse instructs me, 

wooed 
At midnight hour with offering sincere 
Of all the heart, poured out in holy prayer,) 
High on the hills of immortality, 
Whence goodliest prospect looks beyond the 

walls 
Of heaven, walked, casting oR their eye far thro' 
The pure serene, observant, if returned 
From errand duly finished, any came. 
Or any, first in virtue now complete, 
From other worlds arrived, confirmed in good. 

Thus viewing, one they saw, on hasty wing 
Directing towards heaven his course ; and now 
Mis flight ascending near the battlements 
And lofty hills on which they walked, 

approached. 
For round and round, in spacious circuit wide. 
Mountains of tallest stature circumscribe 
The plains of Paradise, whose tops, arrayed 
In uncreated radiance, seem so pure. 
That naught but angePs foot, or saint*s elect 
Of God, may venture there to walk ; here oft 
The sons of bliss take mom or evening pastime. 
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Delighted to beho]d ten thousand worlds 
Around their suna reyolving in the vast 
Externa! space, or listen the harmonies 
That each to other in its motion sings. 
And hence, in middle heaven remote, is seen 
The mount of God in awful glory bright. 
Within, no orb create, of moon, or star. 
Or sun gives light ; for God^s own countenance. 
Beaming eternally, gives light to all ; 
Bin Carther than these sacred hilU his will 
Forbids its flow—- too bright for eyes beyond. 
This is the last ascent of Virtue ; here * 
All trial ends, and hope ; here perfect joy, 
\Vith perfect righteousness, which to these heights 
Alone can rise, begins, above all fall. — ^ 

And now on wing of holy ardor strong, 
Hither ascends the stranger, borne upright ; 
For stranger he did seem, with curious eye 
Of nice inspection round surveying all. 
And at the feet alights of those that stood 
His coming, who the hand of welcome gave, 
And the embrace sincere of holy love ; 
And thus, with comely greeting kind, began. 

Hail, brother ! hail, thou son of happiness ! 
Thou son beloved of God ! welcome to heaven ! 
To bliss that never fades \ thy day is past 
Oftrial, andoffear tofaU. Well done. 
Thou good and faithful servant, enter now 
Into the joy eternal of thy Lord. 
Come with us, and behold &r higher sight 
Tbea e*er thy heaitdosired, or hope conceived. 
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See, yonder is the glorious hill of God, 
'fioye angePs gaze in brightness rising high* 
Come, join our wing, and we will guide thjr 

flight 
To mysteries of everlasting bliss ;-* 
The tree, and fount of life, ihe eternal throne. 
And presence-chamber of the King of kings. 
But what concern hangs on thy countenance, 
1 Jawont within this place ? perhaps thou deem^st 
Thyself unworthy to be brought before 
The always Ancient one ? su are we too 
Unworthy ; But our God is all in all, 
And gives us boldness to approach hij throne 

Sons of the Highest ! citizens of heaven ! 
Began the new arrived, right have you judged 
Unworthy, most unworthy is your servant, 
To stand in presence of the King, or hold 
Most distant and most humble place in this 
Abode of excellent glory unrevealed. 
But God Almighty be forever praised. 
Who, of his fulness, fills me with all grace 
And ornament, to make me in his sight 
Well pleasing, and accepted in his court* 
But if your leisure waits, short narrative. 
Will tell, why strange concern thus overhangs 
My face, ill seeming here ; and haply too, 
Your elder knowledge can instruct my youth, . 
Of what seems dark and doubtful unexplained. 



Our leisure waits thee ; speak— and what w# 
can. 
Delighted most to give delight, we will ; 
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Though much of xaystery yet to ni renudm* 

Virtue— I need not tell, "when proved, and full 
Matured— inclines us up to God, and heayen. 
By law of sweet compulsion strong^, and sure, 
As gravitation to the larger orb 
The less attracts, thro' matter's whole domain. 
Virtue in me was ripe— 1 speak not this 
In boast : for what 1 am to God I owe. 
Entirely owe, and of myself am naught. 
Equipped, and bent for heaven; I left yon world. 
My native seat, which scarce your eye can rencbt 
Rolling around her central sun, far out. 
On utmost verge of light : but first to see 
What lay beyond the visibte creatioa 
Strong ouriosity my flight impelled. » 
Long was my way and strange. I passed the 

bounds 
Which God doth set to light and life and love ; 
Where darkness meets with day, where order 

meets 
Disorder dreadful, waste and wild ; and down 
The dark, eternal, uncreated night, 
Ventured alone. Long, long, on rapid wing, 
I sailed through empty, nameless regions vast, ^'• 
Where utter Nothing dwells, unformed and void. 
There neither eye, nor ear, nor any sense 
Of being most acute, finds object ; there 
For aught external still you search in vain. 
Try touch, or sight, or smell : try what you will. 
You strangely find nought but yourself sJOoe. 
But why should I in words attempt to tell 
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What that is like which is— end yet-— ii not f 
This past, my path descending still me led 
O'er unclaimed continents of desert gloom 
Immense, where gravitation shifting, tnms 
The other way ; and to some dread, unknown, 
Infernal centre downward weighs : and now, 
Far travelled from the edge of darkness, far 
As from that glorious mount of God to light's 
Remotest limb— -dire sights I saw, dire sounds 
I heard ; and suddenly before my eye 
A wall of fiery adamant sprung up^- 
Wall mountainous, tremendous, flaming high. 
Above all flight of hope. I paused, and looked ; 
And saw, where'er 1 looked upon that mound, 
Sad figures traced in fire — ^not motionless— 
But imitating life. One I remarked 
Attentively ; but how shall I describe 
What nought resembles else my eye hath seen ? 
Of worm or serpent kind it something looked, 
But monstrous, with a thousand snaky head!*. 
Eyed each with double orbs of glaring wrath ; 
And with as many tails, that twisted out 
In horrid revolution, tipped with stings ; 
And all its mouths, that wide and darkly gaped. 
And breathed most poisonous breath, had each 

a sting. 
Forked, and long, and venomous, and sharp ; 
And in its writhings infinite, it grasped 
Malignantly what seemed a heart, swollen, black, 
And quivering with torture most intense ; 
And still the heart, with anguish throbbing higb« 
Made effort to escape, but could not ; /or 
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Howe'er it toraed, and oft it rainly turned. 
These complicated foldings held it fast. 
And still the monstrous l:«ast with stiog of head 
Or tail transpierced it, bleeding evermore. 
What this could image, much I searched to know 
And while I stood, and gazed, and wondered 

long, 
A Toice, from whence I knew not, for no one 

saw, distinctly whispered in my ear 
These words— This is the Worm that never dies. 

Fast by the side of this unsightly thing 
Another was portrayed, more hideous still ; 
Who sees it once shall wish to see't no more. 
For ever undescribed let it remain ! 
Only this much I may or can unfold — 
Far out it thrust a dart that might have made 
The knees of terror quake, and on it hung. 
Within the triple barb?, a being pierced 
Thro* soul and body both : of heavenly make 
Original the being seemed, but fallen, 
And worn and wasted with enormous wo. 
And still around the everlasting lance 
It writhed convulsed, and uttered mimic groans 
And tried and wished, and ever tried and wished 
To die ; but could not die— Oh, hQrrid sight ! 
I trembling gazed, and listened, and heard this 

voice 
Approach my ear— This is Eternal Death. 

Nor these alone— upon that burning wall, 
In horrible emblazonry, were Hmned 
All shapes, all fbrmt, all med^ft of wretohedni 
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And agoDy, and grief, and desperate wo. 

And prominent in characters of fire, 

Where'er the eje could light, these words you 

read, 
"Who comes this way—behold, and fear to sin !** 
Amazed I stood ; and thought such imagery 
Foretokened, within, a dangerous abode. 
But yet to see the worst a wbh arose : 
For yirtue, by the holy seal of God 
Accredited and stamped, immortal all. 
And all invulnerable, fears no hurt. 
As easy as my wish, as rapidly 
I thro' the horrid rampart passed, unscathed 
And unopposed ; and, poised on steady wing, 
I hovering gazed, fiternaljustice! Sons 
Of Gkni ! tell me, if ye can tell, what then 
I saw, what then I faieard-^Wide was the place, 
And deep as wide, and ruinous as deep. 
Beneath I saw a lake of burning fire. 
With tempest tost perpetually, and still 
Thtf waves of fiery darkness, 'gainst the rocks 
Of dark damnation broke, and music made 
Of melancholy sort ; and over head, 
And all around, wind warred with wind, storm 

howled 
To storm, and lightning, forked lightning, crossed. 
And thuiider answered thunder, muttering, sounds 
Of sullen wrath ; and £Eir as sight could piecce. 
Or down descend in caves of hopeless depth, 
Thro' all that dungeon of unfadUng fire, 
I saw most miserable beings walk, 
Baming continually, yet unconanmed i 
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For ever wasting, yet enduring still ; 

Dying perpetually, yet never dead. 

Some wandered lonely in the desert flames. 

And some in fell encounter fiercely met. 

With curses loud, and blasphemies, that made 

The cheek of darkness pale ; and as they fought, 

4nd cursed, and gnashed their teeth, and wished 

to die, 
Their hollow eyes did utter streams of wo. 
And there were groans that ended not, and sighi 
That always sighed, and tears that ever wept. 
And ever fell, but not in Mercy's sight. 
And Sorrow, and Repentance, and Despair, 
Among them walked, and to their thirsty lips 
Presented frequent cups of burning gall. 
And as I listened, 1 heard these beings curse 
Almighty God, and curse Lhe Lamb, and curse 
The Earth, the Resurrection morn, and seek. 
And ever vainly seek, for utter death. 
And to their everlasting anguish still 
The thunders from above responding spoke 
These words, which thro' the caverns of 

perdition 
Forlornly echoing, fell on every ear—] 
** Ye knew your duty, but ye did it noV' 
And back again recoiled a deeper groan. 
A deeper groan I Oh. what a groan was that ! 
I waited not, but swift on speediest wing. 
With unaccustomed thoughts conversing, back 
Retraced my venturous path from dark to light ; 
Then up ascending, long ascending up, 
I hasted on; tho' whiles the chiming spheres, 
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By God^s own finger touched to harmony, 
Held me delaying— till I here arrired. 
Drawn upward by the eternal lore of God^ 
Of wonder full and strange astonishment, 
At what in yonder den of darkness dwells, 
Which now your higher knowledge will unfold. 

They answering said ; to ask and to bestow 
Knowledge, is much of heaven's delight ; and now 
Most joyfully what thou requir'st we would ; 
For much of new and unaccountable, 
Thou bring'st; something indeed we heard 

before. 
In passing conversation slightly touched, 
Of such a place ; yet rather to be taught 
Than teaching, answer what thy marvel asks, 
We need ; for we ourselves, tho' here, are but 
Of yesterday— creation's younger sons. 
But there is one, an ancient bard of Earth, 
Who, by the stream of life sitting in blis?, ^ 
Has od beheld the eternal years complete 
The mighty circle round the throne of God ; 
Great in all learning, in all wisdom great. 
And great in song ; whose harp in lofty strain 
Tells frequently of what thy wonder craves. 
While round him gathering stand the youth of 

Heaven 
With truth and melody delighted both ; 
To him this path directs, an easy path, 
And easy flight will bring ns to hu seat. 

So Baying, they linked hand in hand, spread out 
Their golden wings, by living breezes faDoed, 
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And over heavens's broad champaign sailed lerene 
O^er hill and valley, clothed with verdure green 
That never fades ; and tree, and herb, and flower 
That never fades | and many a river, rich 
With nectar, winding pleasantly, they passed ; 
And mansion of celestial mould, and woi^ 
Divine. And ofl delicious music, sung 
By saint and an^el bands that walked the vale«. 
Or mountain tops, and harped upon their harpf. 
Their ear inclined, and held by sweet constraint 
Their wing ; not long, for strong desire awaked 
Of knowledge that to holy use might turn. 
Still pressed them on to leave what rather 

seemed 
Pleasure, due only, when all duty^s done. 

And now beneath them lay the wished for spot, 
The sacred bower of th^t renovmed bard ; 
That ancient bard, ancient in days and song ; 
But in immortal vigor yoimg, and young 
la rosy health — to pensive solitude 
Retiring oft, as was hit wont on earth. 

Fit was the place, most fit for h^y musing. 
Upon a little mount, that gently rose. 
He sat, clothed in w^ite robes ; and o^er his head 
A laurel tree, of lustiest, eldest growth. 
Stately and tall, and shadowing far and wide-r- 
Not fruitless, as on earth, but bloomed, and rich 
With frec^uent clusters, ripe to heavenly taste-^ 
Spread its eternal boughs, and in its arms 
A myrtle of unfading leaf embraced ; 
The rose and lily, fr^ah with fr^rantdew^ 
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And every flower of fairest cheek, around 
Him smiling; flocked i beneath his feet, fast by. 
And round his sacred hill, a streamlet walked. 
Warbling the holy melodies of heaven ; 
The hollowed zephyrs brought him incense 

sweet : 
And out before him opened, in prospect long. 
The river of lii'e, in many a winding maze 
Decending from the lofty throne of God, 
That with excessive glory closed the scene. 

Of Adams race b^e was, and lonely sat. 
By chance that day, in meditation deep 
Reflecting much of Time, and Earth, and Man \ 
And now to pensive;, Q^w to cheerful notes, 
He touched a harp of wondrous me\ody ; 
A golden harp it was, a pr^ious gift. 
Which, at the day of judgment, with the crowo^ 
Of life, he had received from God'^ own handj^ 
Keward due to his service done on e^rth. 

He sees their coming, and with greeting kind. 
And welcome, not of hollow forged smiles. 
And ceremonious compliment of phrase, 
But of the heart sincere, into his bower 
Invites. Like greeting they returned ; not bent 
In low obeisancy, from creature most 
Unfit to creature ; but with manly form 
Upright, they entered in ; though high his rank]^ 
His w^isdom high, and mighty his renown. 
And thus deferring all apology. 
The two their new companion introduced. 

Ancient in knowledge !— 4)ard of Adam'i race I 
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We bring thee one, of us inquiring what 

We need to learn, and with him wish to learn—* 

His asking will direct thy answer best. 

Most ancient bard ! began the new arrired. 
Few words will set my wonder forth, and guide 
Thy wisdom's light to what in me is dark. 

Equipped for heaven, I left my native place * 
But first beyond the realms of light I bent 
My course ; and there, in utter darkness, far 
Remote, I beings saw forlorn in wo, 
Burning continually, yet unconsumed. 
And there were groans that ended not, and sighs 
That always sighed, and tears that ever wept 
And ever fell, but not in Mercy's sight ; 
And still I heard these wretched beings curse 
Almighty God, and curse the Lamb, and curse 
The Earth, the Resurrection mom, and seek, 
And ever vainly seek for utter death : 
And from above, the thunders answered still, 
"Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not.^' 
And every where tlu-oughout that horrid den, 
I saw a form of Excellence, a form 
Of beauty without spot, that nought could see 
And not admire— admire and not adore. 
And from its own essential beams it gave 



r. 



Light to itself, that made the gloom more dark , 
And every eye in that infernal pit 
Beheld it still ; and from its face, how fair ! 
O how exceeding fair ! for ever sought, 
But ever rainly sought, to turn away. 
That image, as I guess^ was Virtue, for 
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Noug^ht else hath God ^ven cotintenance so &ir. 
Bot why in such a place it should abide f 
What place it is ? What beings there lament ? 
Whence came thej? and for what their endless 

groan ? 
Why curse they God ? why seek they utter 

death? 
And chief, what means the Resurrection mom ? 
My youth expects thy rererend age to tell. 

Thon rightly deem'st, fair youth, began the 
bard; 
The form thon saw'st was Virtue, ever fair. 
Virtue, like God, whose exeellent majesty, 
Whose frlory virtue is, is omnipresent ; 
No being, once created rational, 
Aocountable, endowed with moral sense, 
With sapience of right and wrong endowed. 
And charged, however fallen, debased, destroyed. 
However lost, forlorn, and miserable ; 
In guilt's dark shrouding wrapt however thick ; 
However drunk, delirious, and mad, 
With sin's full cup ; and with whatever dammed 
LTnnatural diligence it work and toil, 
Con banish virtue from its sight, or once 
Forget that she is fair. Hides it in night, 
In central night ; takes it the lightning's wing 
And flies for ever on, beyond the bounds 
Of all ; drinks it the maddest cup of sin ; 
Dives it beneath the oceaa of despair ; 
It dive?, it drinks, it flies, it hides in vain. 
For still the eternal beauty, image fair. 
Once stampt upon the eoul, before the eye 
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All lovely stands, nor wUl depart ; ae God 
Ordains— and lovely to the worst she seemsi 
And ever seems ; and as they look, and still 
Must ever look upon her lovliness. 
Remembrance dire of what they were, of what 
They might have been, and bitter sense of what 
They are, poUuted, ruined, hopeless, lost, 
With most repenting torment rend their hearts 
So God ordains— their punishment severe, 
Kiemnlly inflicted by themselves. 
*Ti8 this— this Virtue hovering evermore 
Before the vision of the damned, and in 
Upon their monstrous moral nakedness 
Casting miwelooma light, that makes their wo. 
That makes' the essence of the endless flame. 
Where this ii, there is Hell, darker than aught 
That he, the bard three-visioned, darkest saw. 

The place thou sawst was hell ; the groans 

shou heardst 
The wailings of the damned, of those who would 
Not be redeemed, and at the judgment day. 
Long pait, for uarepented sins were damned. 
The seven loud thunders which thou heardst, de 

clare 
The eternal wrath of the Almighty God. 
But whence, or why they came to dwell in wo. 
Why they curse God, what means the glorious 

mom 
Of resurrection, these a longer tale 
Demand, and lead the mournful lyre far back 
Through memory of shi and morUl man. 
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Tot haply not rewardless we shall trace 
The dark disastrous jears of finished Time. 
Sorrows remembered sweeten present J07. 
Nor yet shall all be sad ; for God gave peace, 
Much peace, on earth, to all who feared his name. 

Bat first it needs to say, that other style 
And other language than thy ear is woot» 
Thou most expect to hear, the dialect 
Of man. For each in heayen a relish holds 
Of former speech, that points to whence he came. « 
But whether I of person speak, or place, 
Event or action, moral or divine ; 
Or things unknown compare to things unknown ; 
Allude, imply, suggest, apostrophise ; 
Or touch, when wandering through the past, on 

moods 
Of mind thou never feltst ; the meaning still. 
With easy apprehension, thou shalt take. 
So perfect here, is knowledge, and the strings 
Of sympathy so tuned, that every word 
That each to other speaks, though never heard 
Before, at once is fully understood. 
And every feeling uttered, fully felt. 

80 shalt thou find, as firom my various song. 
That backward rolls o'er many a tide of years, 
Directly or inferred, thy asking : thou 
And wondering doubt, shalt lean to answoTf 

while 
I sketch in brief^ the history of Man. 



THS COURSS: OF Tritlfi. 



BOOK II. 



AjTALTSif or Boos 1 L 

\A d au f a Hfon of tbo ovth when Ibai created ; «i4 the 
formadon of man ; a reasonable free afeat, aprigbt and 
launortal. The eommand aiven was a teat of filial 
loTe, lojralQr, obedience and faith. The teanpt tlon, sin 
and ftll of man, and redemption from death by the 
death of Christ. Many would not accept the free offier 
of life and salvation, and in consequence, incurred tha 
punishment of the second death and hell.— That tfaey 
acted thos, and thus perversely choi«, well assured 
of the consequence, by the information contained and 
given tliem in the Bible ; which was a code of laws, 
containing the will of heaven, and defined the bounds 
of vice and virtue, and of life and death. Mankind 
were required to read, believe, and obey, and although 
many dio so believe, and were saved, yet many 
turned the tnrth of God into a ne^ transfbrming the mean- 
ing of the text to suit their own vile and wicked pur^ 
noses, ** deceiving and deceived. That the voice of 
God, against which nothing could "bribe to sleep** 
the truths of "Judgment, and a Judge,'* caused tha 
wicked to be •* 111 at ease:** on which account many ran 
Into im|rious idolatry, and worshiped ten thouMuid 
deities. " imagined worse than he who craved their 
peace.** 

The Magistrate often turned religion into a trick of state, 
despisina the truth, and forcing the consciences of men ; 
while the enslaved "mimicking the follies of the 
great, despised her too. The other influences which led 
to error, are mentioned ; short sighted reason, vanity, 
indolence, and finally "Pride, self idoming pride 
was primal cause of all sin past, all pain, all wo to 
oome.'* 
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This Bald, he waked the g;olden harp, and that; 
While on him inspiration breathed, be^an. 

As firom yon everiasting hills;, thct gfird 
Heaven northward, I thy coarse espied, I judge 
Thou from the arctic regions came ? Perhaps 
Thou noticed on thy way a little orb. 
Attended by one moon — ^her lamp by night ; 
With her fair sisterhood of planets seven, 
Revolving round their oentral sun ; she third 
In place. In magnitude the fourth ; that orb-* 
New made, new named, inhabited anew, 
rrho' whiles we sons of Adam visit still. 
Our native place ; not changed so fer but wa 
C»n trace our ancient walks — ^the scenery 
Of childhood, youth, and prime, and hoary age- 
But scenery most of suffering and wo,) 
That little orb, in days remote of old. 
When angels yet were young, was made for iiittii« 
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And tilled Earth — ^her primal virgin name ; 

Created first so lovely, to udorned 

With hill, and dale, and lawn, and winding; vale ; 

Woodland and stream, and lake, and rolling seas ; 

Green mead, and fruitfal tree, and fertile grain. 

And herb and flower : so lovely, so adorned ^ i 

With numerous beasts of every kind, with fowl 

Of every wing and every tuneful note ; 

And with all fish that in the multitude 

Of waters swam : so lovely, ap adorned, 

So fit a dwelling place for man, that as 

She rose complete at the creating word, 

The morning stars— the Sons of God, aloud 

Shouted for joy ; and God, beholding, saw 

The fair design, that from eternity 

His mind conceived, accomplished, and, well 

pleased, 
His six days finished work most good pronounced. 
And man declared the sovereign prince of all. 

AU else was prone, irrational, and mute, 
And unaocountable, by instinct led : 
But man He made of angel form erect. 
To hold communion with the heavens above. 
And on his soul impressed His image fair, 
Hb own fimilitude of holiness, 
Of-virtue, truth, and love ; with reason high 
To balance right and wrong, and conscience quick 
To choose or to reject ; with knowledge great, 
Pnntence and wisdom, vigilance and strength. 
To guard all force or guile ; and last of all. 
The highest gift of God's abudant grace, 
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With perfect, free, unbiassed will.-- -Thus man 
Was made upright, immortal made, and crowned 
The king of all ; to eat, to drink, to do 
Freely and sovereignly his will entire : 
By one command alone restrained, to prove. 
As was most just, his filial love sincere, 
His loyalty, obedience dne, and faith. 
And thus the prohibition ran, expressed, 
As God is Wont, in terma of plainest truth. 

Of every tree that in the garden grows 
Thou mayest.freely eat; but of the tree 
That knowledge hath of s[ood and ill, eat not. 
Nor touch ; for in the day thou eateat, thou 
Shalt die. Go, and this one command obey 
Adam, live and be happy, and, with thy Eve 
Fit consort, multiply and fill the Earth. 

Thus they, the representatives of man. 
Were placed in Eden— choicest spot of earth ; 
With royal honor, and with glory crowned, 
Adam, the Lord of all, majestic walked, 
"With godlike countenance sublime, and form 
Of lofty towering strength ; and by his side 
Eve, fair as morning star, with modesty 
Arrayeil, with virtue, grace, and perfect love; 
In holy marriage wc<1, and eloquent 
Of thought and comely words, to worship God 
And sing his praise — ^the giver of all good. 
Glad, in each other glad, and glad in hope ; 
Rejoicing in their future happy race. 

O lovely, happy, blest, imxAortal pair ! 
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PleoMd with th« preMot, Ibll of g^lorioiu hope. 
But short, ftlits, the song that siogs their bibs • 
Henceforth the history of man ^rows dark : 
Shade after shade, of deepening gloom descends 
And Innocence laments her robes defiled. 
Who farther sings, miut diange the pleasant lyre 
To heary notes of wo. Why— dost thou ask. 
Surprised f The answer will surprise thee more. 
Man sinned— tempted, he ate the guarded tree. 
Tempted of whom thou afterwards shalthear ; 
Audacious, unbelieving, proud, ungrateful. 
He ate the interdicted fruit, and fell ; 
And in his fall, his universal race ; 
For they in him by delegation were. 
In him to stand or fall — ^tolive or die. 

Man most ingrate ! so full of grace, to sin \ 
Here interposed the new arrived — so full 
Of bliss->to sin against the Gracious One ! 
The holy, just, and good ! the Eternal Love ! 
Unseen, unheard, unthonght of wickedness ! 
Why slumbered veogence ? No, it slumbered not 
The ever just and righteous God would let 
His fury loose,' and satisfy his threat. 

That had been just, replied the reverend bard ; 
But done, fair youth, thou ne'er hadst met me 

here : 
I ne*er had seen yon glorious throne in peace. 4- 

Thy powers are great, originally great ; 
And purified even at the fount of light 
Exert them now s call all their vigor out ; 
Take room ; think vastly ; mediute intensely ; 
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ReMOD prolbtiiidly ; seocl conjecture forth ; 
LetfuK^fly; stoop down; ascend; all leng;th, 
All breadth explore ; all moral, all diyine ; 
Ask prudence, justice, mercy ask, and might ; 
Weigh good with evil, balance right with wr^Mig, 
With virtue yice compare— hatred with lore ; 
God's holiness, Grod^s justice, and God's truth. 
Deliberately and cautiously compare 
With sinful, wicked, vile, rebellious man. 
And see if thou caa'st punish sin, and let 
Mankind go free. Thou fail*st — ^be not surpriied 
I bade thee search in vain. Eternal love— 
Harp lift thy voice on high — ^Eternal love. 
Eternal, sovereign love, and sovereign grace. 
Wisdom, and power, and mercy infinite. 
The Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, God, 
Devised the wondrous plan— devised, achieved ; 
And in achieving made the marvel more. 
Attend, ye heavens! ye heaven of heavens, at- 
tend! 
Attend, and wonder ! wonder evermore ! 
When man had fallen, rebelled, insulted God; 
Was most polluted, yet most madly proud ; 
Indebted Infinitely, yet moat poor ; 
Captive to sin, yet unwilling to be bound t 
To God's incensed justice, and hot wrath 
Exposed ; due victim of eternal death 
And utter wo — Harp lid thy voice on high ! 
Te everlasting hills ! — ^ye angels bow I 
Bow ye redeemed of men ! God was made flesh. 
And dwelt with man on earth ! the Sod of God« 
Only begotten, and well beloved between 
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Men and his Father's justice interposed : 

Put human nature on ; His wrath sustained ; • 

And in their name suffered, obeyed, and died. 

Making his soul an offering fur sin ; 

Just for unjust, and innocence for guilt, 

By doing, fiuffcring, dying unconstrained. 

Save by omnipotence of boundless grace. 

Complete atonement made to Grod appeased. 

Made honorable his insulted law, 

Turning the wrath aside from pardoned man. 

Thus Truth with Mercy met, and Rigiiteoas- 

ness, 
Stooping from highest heayen, embraced fair 

Peace, 
That walked the earth in fellowship with Love« . 

O love divine I O mercy infinite ! 
The audience here in glowing rapture broke— 
O love, all height above, all depth below, 
Surpassing far all knowledge, all desire, 
All thought, the Holy One for sinners dies 
The Lord of life for guilty rebels bleeds- 
Quenches eternal fire with blood divine. 
Abundant mercy ! overflowing grace ! 
There whence I came, I something heard of men; 
Their name had reached us, and report did speak^ 
Of some abominable horrid thing 
Of desperate offence they had committed ; 
And something too of wondrous grace we heard f 
And pftof (^ur celestial visitants 
What man, what God had done, inquired ; but 

they, 
Forbad, our asking never met directly. 
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Exhorting^ still to persevere upright, 

And we should hear in heaven, tho' greatly blest 

Ourselves, new wonders of God's wondrous love. 

This hinting, keener appetite to know 

Awaked ; and as we tsdked, and much admired 

What new We there should learn, we hasted each 

To nourish virtue to perfection up, 

That we might have our wondering resolved, ' 

And leave of louder praise to greater ddeds 

Of loving kindness due. Mysterious love ! 

God was made flesh, and dwelt with men on 

earlh ! 
Blood holy, blood divine for sinners shed — 
My asking ends — ^but makes my wonder more. 
Saviour of men ! henceforth be thou my theme I 
Redeeming love, my study day and night* 
Mankind were lost, all lost, and all redeemed ! 

Thou err'at again — ^but innocently err'st ; 
Not knowing sin's depravity, nor man's 
Sincere and persevering wickedness. 
All were redeemed ?.not all — or thou had'st heard 
No human voice in hell. Many refused, 
Altho' beseeched, refused to be redeemed ; 
Redeemed from death to life, from wo to bliss I 

Can'st thou believe my song whcfti thus I sing? 
When man had fallen, was ruined, hopelen, lost ; 
Ye choral harps ! ye angels that excel 
In strength ! and loudest, ye redeemed of nien ', 
Z'o God — ^to Him that sits upon the throne 
On high, and to the Lamb, sing honor, sing 
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Mcmiah, Piiace of peacd, Eternal King, 
Died, that the dead mi^t live, the lort be saved. 
Wonder, O, heavens ! and be astonished, earth ! 
Thou ancient, thou forgotten earth \ Ye worlds 

admire ! 
Admire, and be confoanded ! and thou Hell ! 
Deepen thy eternal groan— men woold not be 
Redeemed^— I speak of many, not of all— 
Would ttot be saved for lost, have life for death ! 

Mysterious song I the new arrived ezdaimed; 
Mysterious mercy ! most mysterious hate ! 
To disobey was mad, this madder far, 
Incurable insanity of wilL 
What now but wrath could guilty men expect ? 'j 
What more could love, what more could mercy 
do f 

No more, resumed the bard, no more they 

could : 
Thou hast seen hell-— the wicked there lament ; 
And why ? for love and mercy twice despised ; 
The husbandman, who sluggishly forgot 
In spring to plough and sow, could censure none, 
Tho' winter clamored round his empty bams ; 
Bat he who having thus neglected, did 
Refuse, when Autumn came, and famine threal- 

aoed, 
To reap the golden field that charity 
Bestowed— nay, more obdurate, proud, and blind* 
And stupid still, refused, tho* much beseeched, 
And long entreated, even with Mercy *s tears. 
To cat what to his very lips was held 
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Cooked Umpiiog^ly^-he certai&Ijr« at lautf 
Deserved to die of honger unbemoened. 
So did the wicked spurn the grace of God ; 
And fo were punished with the second death. 
The first, no doubt, punition less severe 
Intended, death belike of all entire ; 
But this incurred, by God discharged, aad liie 
Freely presented, and again despised. 
Despised, though bought with Meicy^i proper 

blood— 
Twas this dug hell, kindled all fb bounds 
With wrath and inextinguishable fire. 

Free was the offer, free to all, of life 
And of salvation ; but the proud of heart. 
Because 'twas free, would not accept ; and still 
To merit wished ; andchoosing'^thus unshipped, 
Uncompassed, unprovisioned, and bestormed. 
To swim a sea of breadth immeasurable, 
They scorned the goodly bark, whose wings the 

breath 
Of God's eternal Spirit filled for heaven, 
That stopped to take them in— and so were lost 

Whut wonders dost thou tell ? to merit, how 
Of creature meriting in sight of God, 
As right of service done, 1 never heard 
Till now : we never fell ; in virtue stood 
Upright, and persevered in holiness ; 
But stood by grace, by grace we persevered ; 
Ourselves, our deeds, our holiest, highest deeds 
Unworthy aught — ^«;race worthy endless praise. 
If we fly swiit, obedient to his will, 
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He gives us Vfia^ to fly ; if we resist 
Temptation, and ne^er fall, it is his shield 
Omnipotent that wards it off; if we, 
With love unquenchable, before him bum, 
'Tis he that lig^hts and keeps alive the flame. ' 
Men surely lost their reason in their fall, 
And did not understand the c^er made. 

. They might have understood, the bard re- 
plied — 
They had the Bible — ^hast thou ever heard 
Ofsuchabook? the author God himself ; 
The subject God and man ; salvation, life 
And death— eternal life, eternal death' — 
Dread words ! whose meaning has no end, no 

bounds- 
Most wondrous book \ bright candle of the Lordl 
Star of eternity ; the only star 
By which the bark of man could navigate 
The sea of life, and gain the coast of bliss 
Securely ; only star which rose on Time, 
And, on its dark and troubled billows, still. 
As generation drifting swiftly by 
Succeeded generation, threw a ray 
Of heaven's own light, and to the hills of God, 
The eternal hills, pointed the sinner's eye : 
By prophets, seers, and priests, and sacred bards. 
Evangelists, apostles, men inspired, 
And by the Holy Ghost anointed, set 
Apart and consecrated to declare 
To earth the counsels of the Eternal One, 
This book — ^this holiest, this sublimest book* 
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Wtts sent — ^Henven's will, HeaTen*8 code of laws 

entire 
To men, the book contained ; defined the boundfl 
Of vice and virtue, and of life and death ; 
And what was shadow, and what was sabstancD 

taught. 
Much it revealed ; important all ; the least 
Worth more than what else aeemed of highest 

worth 
But this of plainest, most essential truth— , 
That God is one, eternal, holy, just. 
Omnipotent, omniscient, in6nite ; 
Most wise, most good, most merciful and true ; • 
la all perfection most unchangeable : 
That man — that every man of every dime 
And hue, of every age, and every rank, 
Was bad — ^by nature, and by practice bad; r 
In understanding blind, in will perverse. 
In heart corrupt ; in every thought, and word 
Imagination, passion, and desire. 
Most utterly depraved throughout, and ill, 
In sight of Heaven, tho' less in sight of maHi 
At enmity with God his maker bom. 
And by his very life an heir of death 
That man — ^that every man was farther, moit 
Unable to redeem himself, or pay 
One mite of his vast d^bt to God— -nay, more^ 
Was most reluctant and ayerse to be 
Redeemed, and sin's most voluntary slave 
That Jesus, Son of God, of Mary bom 
In Bethlehem, and by Pilate crucified 
On Calvary— for man thus fallen and lost, 
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Died ; anJ, by death, life and siilyatiQii booglit. 
And perfect righteousness, for all who should 
In his great name believe — that lie, the third 
fti the eternal Essence, to the prayer 
Sincere should come, should come as soon as 

asked, 
Proceeding fiom the Father and the Son, 
To give faith and repentance, such as God 
Accepts — to open the intellectual eyes 
Blinded by sin ; to bend the stubborn will, 
Perversely to the side of wrong inclined, 
To God and his commandments, just and good ; 
The wild rebellious passions to subdue, 
And bring them back to harmony with heaven ; 
To purify the conscience, and to lead 
The mind into all truth, and to adorn 
With every holy ornament of grace. 
And sanctify the whole renewed soul, 
Which henceforth might no more fall totally 
But persevere, though erring pA, ap^idst 
The mists of Time, in piety to God, 
And lacred works of charity to men : 
That he who thus believed, and practised thu?, 
Should l^ave his sins forgiven, however vile ; 
Should be sustained at mid-day, morn, and eyen. 
By God*s omnipotent, eternal grace : 
And in the evil hour of sore disease, 
TemptiitioB, persecution, war, and death,— r 
For temporal death, although unstinged, fe- 

mained,** 
Beneath the shadow of the Almighty»s wingf 
Should sit unhurt, and at the judgment-day. 
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And i«iga with Chrift in hU« ftir erenaoPt t 
That alLi hawever nainadt however great* 
Who would not thus belieycbnor prMtice thu0^ 
But in their aiai impeniteot renained, 
Shoald in perpetual fear and terror live ; 
Should die aapardoned, onredeened* oiaaT^d 
And, at the hoar of doom, ehould be'east out 
To utter darkneas in the night of hell. 
By merey and by Qod abandoned, tlMffS 
To reap the hanrestacif eternal wo. 

This did that book declare in obviow phraMj 
In most sineere and honest woidi, by God 
Himself seleeted and arranged, so elear. 
So plain, so perfectly distiiKt, that none 
Who read with homblo wish to onderstand. 
Aim! asked the Spirit, giTOD to all who asked. 
Could miss their meaning, biased in bearenly 
light 

This book, this holy book, on erery lin« 
Marked with the seal of high diirinity. 
On erery leaf bedewed wiu drops of lora 
Dirine, and with the eternal heraldry 
And sio^aature of Crod Almighty stam^t 
From first to last-^4l|is ray ^sacred lights 
This lamp, from off the ererlasting throne, 
Mercy took down, and in the nigm of Time 
Stood, easting on the dark her gracious boir ; 
And cFermore beseeching men, with tean 
And earnest siglu, tq read, belieye^ imd lire : 
And many to her voioe gare ear» and r»»d« 
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Beliered, obeyed ; and now", as fh© ArtfAo", 
Truei Faithful Witness swore, with snowy robes 
And branchy palms surround the fount of life, " 
And drink^ the streams of immortality. 
For ever happy, and for erer young". * 

Many helieveJ; but more the truth of God 
Turned to a lie, decdlTiog aud deceived ;•*- 
£ach, with the ac4;arBed sorcery of «in^. 

To his owQ wish aod vile pnop^sity 
Transforming; stiU th^ meaning of tho tej(t. . . » 

f^sar I wl^le I bricidy..iell what mortals proved, 
By effort vast of ingenuity, 
Most wondrooiSt though perverse and damnable | 
Proved from the Biblo, ivhicb, as thou lu)^t heard, 
So plainly •spoke' that ail coujkl uoderstaod* 
First, and not least in number » argued some. 
From out this koek itself, it was a li^ . 
A fable framed by crafty men to cheat 
The simple herd, and make them bow the knee 
To kingd and priests, — these in theii* wisdom left 
The light revealed, and turned to fancies wild ; 
Maintaiidng loudf that ruined, helpless man. 
Needed no Saviour. Others proved that men 
Might live and die Sn sin, and yet be saved, 
For so it Was decreed ; binding the will. 
By God left free, to unconditional, 
Unreasonable fate. Others bdieyed 
That be who was most criminal, dd>a?cd, 

Condemned, and dead, luiaided might ascend 

The heights of Virtue j to a perfect law 

Giving a lame, half-w»y obedience, whidi ' 



By use]«fe8 efforts ^vAy^ eeni^ (o dbfow- 
The impotooceofliaAi- who vaiuly strove . ," 
With finite »rm.to meft^sre iofimte^ . r , 
Mo&t ttselest eiorts i whoa tp juetify 
Iq sight of God it meant, as proof of faith 
Most acceptable, and worthy of all praise. 
Another held, and from the Bible held, 
lie was infallible,- — ^most ffcllen by stich « 

Pretehce — Ihaftione the Scriptures, open to 'all j 
And most to humbl^e-hearted, ought to read^ 
13 ut priests ; that all who Ventared to diiieHiflk 
His forged aathority, incurredthe wrath 
.Of heaven ; and he who, in the blood of Bclcb, ■ 

'Though father, mother, daughter, wife, #r eon, ' 

* Imbrued his hatid?, d«i mo^ religious Wt)rkv • 
Well pleasing to the heart of the Most High. 
Others, in outward riter,' devdlion plaoed; 
In meats, in drinks ; in ro%>e of certain sfaap»<^ ' 
In bodily abasements; bendcsd ktiees ; V 

'Jt^ys, numl^rs, plaoes, YcsiDicyfrts, wordsii and 

names— , , 

AbsunUy in their hearts imagining, 
That -Godf .like uken^ wa^ pleased with outwa^ 
show. 

.-•Anotfaei;,! stranger and more wicked still ; 
With.dai'^ and dolorous labor, ill applied, ^ 
With many a gripe oi confidence, and with.mopt 
Unhealthy and abortive reasoning, , ' ' ^ 

That brought his sanity to serious doubt, . 

'Mong wise a90 honest mep^ maintained that iXp 

; .First Wi«dfim|,Cr^|it Messiah, Prin(|6,of Pcaccj. 
The second of the uncreated Three, 
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Ww DooclK b«C ttaa^-of •Mtlily origla |. 
That imSiiig; rotd the Mdiriice Dinnoi 
And Imtids guiHy men, GoU*! liolj taw 
8CiU oimtonMl, to work then endlui dealfc. 

Theeeereapert; but to relate them all 
The monstrous, «nbaptiaed phantasici« 
Imaginations itwrfullj abiord, 
IM^blin rites, and moon-strack rererieii 
Distraeled creeds, and visionary dreams. 
Mora bodiless and hideously misshapen 
Than OTor fiuioy, at the noon of night. 
Playing at will, framed in Uie madman** 
That from this book of simple truth were provadi, 
Were proved, aa foolish men were woat ia 

prore— 
Would bring my word in doubt, and thy belief 
Stagger, th<Kigh here I sit and sing, within 
The pale of truth, where Msehood never eaae. | 

The rest, who lost the heavenly light revealed. 
Rot uriidung to retain God in their minds, 
In darkness waodered on : yet ooold they not, 
Though moral nigfat around them drew nsr psill 
Of UaeknesB, rest in utter unbelief. 
The voioe within, the voiee of Qod, that nMght 
Could brikte to sleep, though steeped in soreeriee 
Of HeU, and much abused by whisperings 
Of Evil Spirits in the dark, announced 
A day of judgment, and a judge— a day 
Of misery, or bliss ;— and being ill 
At ease, for gods they eboee then ttoeki Mid 



TBS COURSE OF TIME* 49 

Iteptiles, and weeds, and beast^t &Qd creepii^ 

thingfSy 
And Spirits accursed — ten thousand Deities ! 
(Imagfioed worse than he who craved their peace^ 
And. bowing, worshiped these as best befeemed« 
With midnight revelry obscene and loud, 
With dark, infernal, devilish ceremonies^ 
And horrid sacrifice of human fle^ 
That made the fair heavens blush* So bad wis 

Sin. 
So lost, so ruined, so depraved was man !-« 
Created first in God*s own image fair I 

Oh, cursed, cursed Sin 1 traitor to God. 
And miner of man ! mother of Wo, 
And Death, and Hell,— wrelchedi yet seelui^ 

worse : 
Polluted most, yet wallowing in the mire ; 
Most mad, yet drinking Frenzy's giddy cup ; 
Depth ever deepening, darkness darkemng itiU ; 
Folly for wisdom, guilt for innocence ; 
Anguish for rapture, and for hope despair ; 
Destroyed destroying ; in tormenting pained • 
Unawed by wrath ; by mercy unreclautted ; 
Thing most unsightly, -most forlorn, most sa4^-* , 
Thy thne on earth is past, thy war with Ged 
And holiness : but who, oh who shall tellf 
Thy unrepentable and ruinous thoughts ? 
Thy sighs, thy groans ? Who reckon thy bumia^ 

tears« 
And damned looks of everlasting grief, 
Where now^ with those who took their pevtvilb 

thee. 
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Thou riti'stin Hell, gnawed by the eternal 

Worm- 
To hurt DO more, on all the holy hills f 

That ihoee, deserting once the lamp of truth, 
Should wander ever on, from worse to worse 
Erroneously, thy wonder needs not ask : 
But that enlightened, reasonable men. 
Knowing themselves accountable, to whom 
Qmd. spoke from heaven, and by his Berrants 

warned, 
Both day and night, with earnest, pleading voioe. 
Of retribution equal to their works. 
Should persevere in evil, and be lost — 
This strangeness, this unpardonable guilt. 
Demands an answer, which my song unfolds 
In part directly, but hereafler more. 
To satisfy thy wonder, thou shalt learn. 
Inferring much from what is yet to sing. 

Know then, of men who sat in highest place 
Exalted, and for sin by others done 
Were chargeable, the king and priest were chief 
Many were fitithful, holy, just, upright, 
Faithful to God and man— reigning renowned ' 
In fighteousness, and, to the people, loud 
And fearless, speaking all the words of life. . 
These at the judgement-day, as thou shalt heai. 
Abundant harvest reaped ; but many too. 
Ales, how many ! famous now in Hell, 
Were wicked, cruel, tyrannous, and vile ; 
Ambitious of themselves, abandoned, mad ; 
JkiditiU from Nrrant* beating to be ^ods, 
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I pass their lewd f xample by, that led 

So mauy wrong, for courtly fashion lost, 

And prove them guilty of one crime alone. 

Of every wicked ruler, prince supreme, 

Or magiatMite below, the one intent, 

Purpose, detire, and struggle day and night, 

Wft* «VerxEiore %o wrest the crown frwn off 

MessiahTa head, and put it on his own j 

And in His piece give spiritual laws to men ; 

To bind religion— free^ by birth, by God, 

And nature free^ and made accountable 

To none but God — behind the wheels of state p 

To make the holy ^Itar, where the Prince 

Of 4fe incarnate bled to ransom man, 

A footstool to the throne ; for this they met, 

AssembleclL, counselled, meditated, planned, , 

D^^ised in epeu ai^d secret ; and for this 

Enacted creeds of wondrous texture, .creeds 

The Bible never q.wvedy unsanctioned too. 

And reprobate in.heaYen ; but by the power • 

That .made, (exerted now in gentler iunn^' 

Monopolizing rights and privileges. 

Equal to^lf and waving now the sword 

Of persecution fierce, tempered in hell,) 

Forced pntbe'conicience of inferior mea i 

Tht» poQscienee that sole monarchy io man* 

Owing allegiance 4o no earthly prince ) 

Made by ihe edict of creation free ; 

Made saered, wade above- all human lawai 

Holding pf bea vea alone \ ^ most diTJncy. 

And iudefeaBi|H<^ AVithoritjr ; .t><.^ 
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An Sndmdual sovereignty, that none 
Created might, unpunished, bind or touch ; 
Unbound, save by the eternal laws of God, 
And unamenable to all belov. 

Thus did the uncircumcised potentatei 
Of earth debase religion in the sight 
Of those they ruled^who, looking up, beheld 
The fair celestial gift despised, endaved ; 
And mimicking the folly of the great, 
With prompt docility topised her too. 

The prince or magistrate, however named 
Or praised, who knowing better, acted thus. 
Was wicked, and received, as he deserved, 
Damnation. But the unlaithful priest, what 

tongue 
Enough sball execrate ? His doctrine may 
Be passed, tho' mixed with most unhallowed 

leaven. 
That proved to thoee who fboUaUy partook. 
Eternal bitterness :-«but this was still 
His sin— beneath what doak soever veiled. 
His ever growing and perpetual sin. 
First, last, and middle thought, whenea ever^ 

wish, 
Whence every action rose, and ended beth^^ 
To mount to place, and power of woikQy »«i| 
To ape the gaudy pomp and equipage 
Of earthly state, and on his mitred brow 
To place a royal crown : for this he sokl 
The sacred truth to Mm who most would giv* 
Of titles, benefices, hcmors, name* ; 



For this betrayed his Muter ; and (or tkifl 
Made merchandise i^the immortal souls 
Committed to his care— this was his sin. 

Of aU who office held unfiiirly, none 
Could plead excuse ; he least* and last of all. 
By 8ol«nn, awful ceremony, he 
Was set apart to speak the truth entire. 
By action, and by word ; and round him stood 
The people, from his lips expectixig; knowledg;e ; 
One day in seven, the Holy Sabbath termed. 
They stood ; for he had sworn in face of God 
And man, to deal sincerely with their souls ; 
To preach the g^pel for Uie gospel's sake ; 
Had sworn to hate and put away all pride, 
AU vanity, all love of earthly pomp ; 
To seek all mercy, meekness, truth, and graee. 
And being so endowed himself^ and taught. 
In them like works of holiness to move ; 
Oiriding faithfully the word of life. 
And oft indeed the word of life he taught ; 
But practising, as thou hast heard, who could 
Believe ? Thus was religion wounded sore 
At her own altan, and among her friends. 
The people went away, and like the prieit« 
Fulfilling what the prophet spoke before. 
For honor strove, and wealth, and place^ as if 
The preacher had rehearsed an idle tale. 
The enemies of God rejoiced, and loud 
The unbeliever laughed, boasting a life 
Of ftirer charaeter than his, who owned. 
For kk^ and guide, the undefiled One, 
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Moat gyil tyi villanous, dishonest man ! 
Wolf in the clothing of the gentle lamb I 
Dark traitor in Messiah's holy camp ! 
Leper in saintly garb '.—assassin masked 
In Virtue's robe ! vile hypocrite acctined ! 
I strive in vain to set his evil forth. 
The words that should sufficiently accurse, 
And execrate such reprobate, had need 
Come glowing from the lips of eldest hell. 
Among the saddest in the den of wo, 
Thou saw^st him saddest, 'mong the damned, 
most damned. 

But why should I with indignation burn. 
Not well beeeeming here, and long forgot ? 
Or why one censure for another's sin i' 
Each had hia conscience, each his reason, will, 
And understanding, for himself to search. 
To choose, reject, believ?, consider, act : 
And God proclaimed from heaven, and by an oath 
Confirmed, that each should answer for himself; 
And as his own peculiar work should be. 
Done by his proper self, should live or die. 
But sin, deceitful and deceiving still, 
Ha^ gained the heart, and reason led astray. 

A strange belief, that leaned its idiot back 
On folly's topmost twig— belief that God, 
Most wise, had made a world, had creaturea 

made. 
Beneath his rare to govern, and proteet, — 
Devoured its thousands. Reason, not the true, 
I>eamed» deep, sdber, ooiii|>rehen8ive, sonBd f • 
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Bat bigoted, one-^ed, ihort-Bigfht«d Reason, 
Most zealous, and Boinetiibe8,T]<i doubt, sincere— 
DeT«UTed its thoasands. V-aciity to be 
Renowned for creed ecoentrieal— devoured 
Its thousands : bat a lazy, corpalent, 
And over-credulous fiiilh, that leaned on all 
It met, nor asked if 'twas a reed or oak ; 
Stepped on, but never earnestly inquired , 

Whether to heaven or hell the journey led— 
Devoured its tens of thousands, and its hands 
Made reddeat in the precious blood of souls. 

In Timers pursuits men ran till out of bvealh 
The astronomer soared wp^ and counted stars, 
And gazed, and g;azed upon the Heayen-*9 bn|ht 

face. 
Till he dropt down dim-eyed hito the grave ; 
The numerist in calcHlations deep 
Grew gray : the merchant at his desk eitpired : ' 
The statesman hunted for another place. 
Till death o'ertook him, and made him his prey j 
The miser spent his eldest energy, 
In graspii^ for another mite : the seribe 
Rubbed pensively his old and withered brow, 
Devising new impediments to hold 
In doubt the suit that threatened to end so loon : 
The priest collected tithes, and pleaded rights 
Of decimation to the very last. 
In science, learning, all philosophy, 
Men labored all their days, and labored hard, 
And dying, sighed how little they had done ; 
But in religion they at once grew wisf , 
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A ermA ki priDt, tho^ neTer iimlentood ; 

A UMolp^o fyitem on the thelf» 

Was spiritual lore enough, and served their turn ; 

But served it ilL They sinned, and never knew ; 

For what the Bible said of good and bad. 

Of holiness and sin, they never asked. 

Absurd— prodigiously absurd, to think 
That man's minute and feeble faculties. 
Even in the very childhood of his being, 
With mortal shadows dimmed, and wrapt around. 
Could comprehend at once the mighty scheme. 
Where rolled the ocean of eternal k>ve ; 
Where wisdom infinite its master stroke 
Dli^4ayed ; and where omnipotence, opprest. 
Did travel in the greatness of its strength ; 
And everl«i8tingjuetice lifted up 
The sword to smite the guiltless Son of God 
And mercy smiling bade the sinner go ! 
Redemption is the science, and the song 
Of all eternity : archangels day 
And night into its glories look | the saints, 
The elders round the throne, old in the years 
Of heaven, examine it perpetually ; 
And every hour, get clearer, ampler views 
Of right and wrong— see virtue's beauty niore; 
See vice more utterly depraved, and vile ; 
And this with a piore perfect hslred hate ; 
That daily love with a more perfect love. 

But wl^ether I for man's perdition blame 
Office administered amiss ; pursuit 
Of pl^Mire false ; perverted reason blind ; 
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Or indoleDoe that De*er inqi|ir«l ; I blame 
SITect and conseqoence ; the branch, the leaf. 
Who finds the fount and bitter root, the first 
And guiltiest eause whence sprung this endleas 

wo. 
Most deep descend into the human henrt, 
And find it there. Dread passion ! making men 
On earth, and even in hell, if Mercy yet 
Would stoop so low, unwilliog to be saved. 
If saved by grace of God-^Hear, then in brief 
What peopled hell, what holds its prisoners there. 

Pride, 8elf>adoring pride, wmt primal cans6 
Of all sin pastf al| paio« all wo to eome. 

Uocsunqaerable pride 1 first, eldest sin- 
Great K>untain-head of evil— highest source^ 
Whence flowed rebellion 'gainst the Omnipotentf 
Whence hate of man to man, and all else ill, 
Pride at the bottom of the human heart 
Lay, and gave root and nourishment to all 
That grew above. Great ancestor of vice \ 
Hate, unbelief, and blasphemy of God ; 
Envy and slander ; malice and reveuge ; 
And murder, and deceit, and every birth 
Of damned sort, Wfu progeny of pride. 
It was the ever-n^oving, acting force. 
The constant i|im, and the most tliirsty wish 
Of every sinner unrenewed, to be 
A god :— 'in pi:|rple or in cags, to have 
Himself adored : whatever shape or form 
His actions took : whatever phrase he tlirew 
About hii| thought?, or mantle o'er his life, 
To be the IfigKe^t^ was the inward cause 
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Of all — ine pnrpose of the heart to be . , 

Set trp, admitecl, obeyed. But who would bpw^ 

The knee to one who senred and was dependent i 

Hence man's perpetual struggle, night and day, ' 

To prove he was his own proprietor, ; 

And independent of his God, that what 

He had might be esteemed his own, and praised - 

As such — He labored still, and tried to stand 

Alone unproped — to be obliged to none ; 

And in the madness of his pride he bade 

His God farewell, and turned away to be 

A god himself^ resciviog to rely. 

Whatever came^ upon his own right hftvd* 

O desperate frenzy ! madness erf the will ! 
And drunkenness of the heart \ that nought could 

quench 
But floods of wo, poured from the' sea of wrath,. 
Behind which mercy set. To think to turn 
The back on life original, and live — 
The creature to set up a rival throne 
In the Creators's realm — to deify 
A worm— rand in the sight of God be proud — 
To lift an arm of flesh against the shafts 
Of the Omnipotent, and midst his wrath 
To seek for happiness — insanity 
Most mad 1 guilt most complete ! Seest thou thos^ 

worlds 
That roll at various distance round the throne 
Of God, Unnumerous, and fill the calm 
Of heaven with sweetest harmony, when saints 
And angels sleep — as one of these, from love . *. 
Centripetal withdrawing, und from light, 
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; And heat, and nourishment cut off, should rush 
Abandoned o'er the line that runs between 
Create and increate ; from ruin driven 
To ruin still, thro' the abortive waste : 
So pride from God drew off the bad ; and so 
Forsaken of him, he lets them ever try 
Their single arm against the second death ; 
Amidst vindictive thunders lets them try 
The stoutness of their heart ; and lets them try 
To quench their thirst amidst the unfading fire ; 
And to reap joy where he has sown despair : 
To walk alone ung^ided, unbemoaned. 
Where Evil dwelC, and Death, and moral Night, 
In utter emptiness to find enough ; 
In utter dark find light ; and find repose 
Where God with temp€»t plagues for evermore : 
For so they wished it, so did pride desire. 

Such was the cause that turned so many off 
Rebelliously from God, and led them on 
From vain to vainer still, in endless chase. 
And such the cause that made so many cheeks 
Pale, and so many knees to shake, when men 
Rose from the graT« } at thou shidt hear anoo^ 



THCi COURSB OF TllTB. 



BOOK III. 
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AiTALTeu OF Book, III. 

,„ this book the bard Bhow-Jbj^b^^^^^^^ 
ed the command to tove^»w«^"^.j^ ,j o^, ^ 
sUll rtrove 'SJS^}LZ^^!^i^iXforib^ attainment 
!5^"^?. ^y ±^ Dureued maS^San^e and crooked paths, 
S^ronerwhlTcSuwT&fouS as happiness was 
In none oi *»"~" V"" virtue Yet men pursued the 
JndissoluWy united to v^rtue^ ^^t^^^^ j^ 

SSrrd eyer^cJkidUr^g^^^^^^^ theearth.beneath 
SeW: and -^^^^^^ pleasures. 

sought for happiness »" J® J^'^JJ wo Many pursued 
also mostly ended i".^"f/^e^hlch raised not in the 
the phantom *ame. that fame w^^^^ r ^^ ^^.^ __ 

resurrection morn •^Barthl^arae^ i,«biiation ; 
Many sought ^^^^^ ^^^-^ iome in hawking 
" 1fl;**rdif i^^We learfh Wter ^^^^^^^ and 
and huntmgi ■p'^, J"t ^JLicigm soueht happiness. 
aomeeven^hopel««^XaSuS in desftte of wis- 

dom*s warning v<>*<^f ' *"HS^^^^^^^ of- 

animated and unan m^^^^^^ "htw S» " toXm : in spite, 
fen of mercy coniinuaiiy ne,u . ^^ repentance 

even, of the *'^«»»'JCJlJmined, to ruin. £nd shut 
vain." "™«"™-?jie toait rep^^^^^ death -The 
their ears to all adv ce, 5° *"k tSri late that" Eternity 
great teacher" convinced each, too late, ina* mwu^/ 

kail." 
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BOOK 111. 



Behoid^st tfaoa j-onder, on tbe. crystal sea, 
Beneath the throne of God, an image fair, ^ 

And in its band a mirror larg;e and bright ! 
'Tis tiruthv immutably, .eternal truth, . : • . 
In figure emblematical expressed. 
Before it Virtue ataods, and smiling sees, 
W ell pleased, in her reflected scmiI, no opott. 
The sons of heaTen, archangel, seraph, iaint« 
There daily read their own eaaential worth ; 
And as they read, take place among the just ; . 
Or high, or low, each aa his yalue seems. 
There each hii certain interest learns, his true 
Capadty ; and going tbanoe, pursues. 
Unerringly thrc? all the tnioto of thought. 
As God ordains, best ends by wisest xneans^-. 

The Bible held this mirror's phice oti earth : 

But, few would read, or, reading, saw them'* 

selves. • ' 

The chase was after shadows, phantoms - strang«, 

That in the twilight walked of Time, and mooke4 
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The eager huDt, etcaping evermore ; 

Yet wiUi ao many promises and looks 

Of gentle sort, that he whose arms returned 

Empty a thousand times, still stretched them out. 

And grasping, brought them back again unfilled. 

In rapid outline thou hast heard of man ; 
His death ; his offered life ; that life by most 
Despised; the Star of God— >the Bible, scorned, 
That else to happiness and heaven had led. 
And saved my lyre from narrative of wo. 
Hear now more largely of the ways of Time ; 
The fond pursuits and vanities of mea. 

Love Godf love truth, love virtue^ and be 

happy : — 
These were the words first uttered in the ear 
Of every being rational made, and made 
For thought, or word, or deed aooonntable. 
Most men the first forgot, the second none 
Whatever path they took, by hill or vale. 
By night or day, the univerMil wish. 
The aim, and eole intent, was happiness : 
But, erring from the heaven-appointed path. 
Strange tr&Dkt indeed they took Uirough barren 

wastes. 
And up the sin^y mountain climbing toiled, 
Whidh pining lav beneath the curse of God, 
And naught produced-: yet did the traveller look. 
And ppint his eye before him greedily, 
As if he saw some verdant spot, where grew 
The heavenly flower, where sprung the well of 

life* 
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Where undiitiirbed felicitj repoiad ; 

Though Wisdom^ eye no veitage eoold dmo&rnf 

That happinesi had ever paiMd that way. 

Wisdom was right : for stiU the terms remained 
Unchanged, unchangesfele ; the terms on which 
Trae peace was given to man ; unchanged as God^ 
Who, in his own essential nature, binds 
Eternally to virtue happiness ; 
Nor lets them part through all his Universe, 

Philosophy, as tkou shall hear, when she 
Shall have her praise- her praise and censure too, 
Did much, refining and exalting man ; 
But could not nurse a single plant that bore 
True happiness, — From ao^e to age she toiled ; 
Shed from her eyes the mist that dimmed thea 

still. 
Looked ferth on man; explored the wildan^ 

tam&, 
The savage and polite, the sea and land, 
And starry heavens ; and then retired far back 
To meditation^s silent shady seat; 
And there sat pale, and thoughtfully, and weigh- 
ed 
With wary, most exact and scrupulous care, 
Man^B nature, passions, hopes, propensities, 
Relations and pursuits, in reason*s scide ; 
And searched and weighed, and weighed and 

searched again. 
And many a fiiir and goodly volume wrote, 
,That seemed well worded too, wherein www 
Ibttiid 
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U carefully attended to« to care 

Mankind offoUy ;^-^o root out the bri^i 

And thorns, and weeds that choked ii^e growth 

of joy J— 
And showing; too, in plain and decent phrase, 
Which sounded much like wisdom'St how to 

plant. 
To shelter, water, culture, prune, and rear 
The tree of happiness ; and oft their plans 
Were tinted ; Imt still the liruit was green and Bour. 

• Of all the trees that in Earth's vineyard grew. 
And with their clusters tempted man to pull 
And eat,— one tree, one tree alone, the true 
Celestial manna bore which filled the soul. 
The tree of Floliness — of heavenly seed, 
4 native of ihe skies; Iho' stunted much. 
And dwarfed, by time's cold,damp, ungenial soil, 
And chilling winds, yet yielding Xruit so pure^ 
So nourishing and sweet, as, on his way. 
Refreshed the pilgrim ; and begot desire . 

Unquenchable to climb the arduous path 
To whei*e her sister plants in their own clime. 
Around the fount, and by the stream of life, 
Blooming.beneath the Sun that never sets, — 
Bear fruit of perfect relish fully fipo. 

Ttf plapt this tree, uprooted by the h\\^ 
To earth the Son of God descended, thed 
Hit preoioot blood ( and on it • evermore. 
From off hh living wings, the Spirit 'shook 
The dews of heaven, to nurse and hMt«& its 
growth. 
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Nor was this care, this infinite expense. 

Not needed to secure the holy plant. 

To root it out, and wither it frqm earth, 

Hell strove with all its strength, and.blew with all 

Its blasts; and Sin, with cold consumptive breath. 

Involved it still in clouds of mortal damp. 

Yet did it grow, thus kept, protected thus ; 

And bear the only fruit of true delight ; 

The only fruit worth plucking under heaven. . 

But, few, alas \ the he)y pUnt eould see 
For heftvy mists that Sin aroimd it threw 
Perpetually ; and few the sacrifice 
Would mske by which aloae itselosters stooped, 
And came withm fh^ veaohof mortal man. • 
For this, of himr who would approach and est, 
Was rigorously ecneted to the fUU i-* 
To tread and brukie beneath tl^e foot, the wottd 
Entire ; its prides, ambitions, hoper, desirea 
Its gold4 and allUs brotdm«d equipage ; 
To loose its loves and friettddiips Irmn the heart. 
And cast them off; to shot the ear against 
Its praise, and idl its flatteriers abhor I - 
And having thw behind him thrown wliat 

seemed 
So good and fair^ then mtist he lowly knee • 
And with sinoerity, in which the Eye 
That Bl«uibers ni»t^ nor sleeps, could se9 no laok. 
This prayer pnky:^''Lord God! thy wUl bo 

done ; 
Thy holy wilU howe»er it eross my own." 
Hard labor this for flesh and blood ! too hard 
For most it seemed : soiturmn^, they the treo 
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Derided, as mere bramble, that could bear * 
No fruit of special taste ; and so set out 
Upoa teo thousand different routes to seek 
What they had left behind ; to seek what thejr ' 
Had lost — for still as something; once possest. 
And lost, true happiness appeared : idl thought 
They once were happy ; and eyen while they 

smoked 
And panted in the chase — believed themseLyea 
More miaerable to-day than yesterdays- 
To-morrow than to-day. When youth- com- 
plained 
The ancient ainiier shook his hoary head 
As if he meant to say : Stop till y<»tt come 
My len^h, and then you may haye oauee to sigh. 
At twenty, cried the boy, who now had seen 
Some hlemish in his joys : How happily 
Plays yonder child that busks the mimic babe. 
And gathen gentle flowers, and never sighs. 
At forty in VSb leryor of pursuit, 
Far on in disappointment's dreary yale, 
The graye and sage-like man looked bsiiek upon 
Tha etnpUng youth of plump unseared hope. 
Who galloped gay and briskly up behind^ 
And nwaning wished himself eighteen again. 
And he of threescore years and ten, in whose 
Chilled eye, fiitigued with gaping after hope, 
Earth's freshest yerdare seenwd but blasted 

leayes,— 
Praised childhood, youth and manhood, and de- 
nounced 
Old age alone as barren of aH joy# 
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DeciBire proof that men had left behind 
The happiness they sought, and taken a most 
. Erroneous' path; since ererv step they took 
Was deeper mire. Yet did they onward run— 
Parsuing: Hope that danced before them still, 
And beckoned them to proceed— and with their 

hands. 
That shook and trembled piteously with age,* 
Grasped at the lying Shade, eyen till the Earth 
Beneath them broke, and wrapt them in the 

grave. 

Sometimes Indeed when wisdom in their ear 
Whispered, and with its diseni^anting wand 
Effectually touched the sorcery of their eyes. 
Directly pointing to the holy Tree, 
Where grew the food they sought, they turned, 

surprised 
That they had missed so long what now they 

found. 
As one upon whose mind some new and rare 
Idea glaaoes, and retires as quick. 
Ere memory have time to write it down ; 
Stung with the less, into a thoughtful cast, 
He throws his lace, and rubs his Texed brow ; 
Searches each nook and comer of his soul 
With frequent care ; reflects, end re-reflects. 
And tries to touch relations that may start 
The ItagitiTe again ; and oft is foiled ; 
Till something like a seeming chance, or flight * 
Of random fancy, when expected least. 
Calls back the wandered thought— 4ong sought 
.S in yaiiu 
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Then does unectiiiQO& joy fill all hit siipd ; 
And 8tm be wonders, aa he holds it iait, 
What lay so near he could not sooner find t 
So did the man rejoice, when from his eye 
The film of folly fell, and what he day 
And night, anU iar and near, had idly searched. 
Sprung up before him suddenly displayed ; 
So wondered why he miMed the tree so long. 

' But, few returned from follylB giddy chase. 
Few heard the Toice of wisdom, or obeyed. 
Keen was the search, and various and wide ; 
Without, within, along the flowery vale, 
And up the rugged difi^ and on the top 
Of mountains high, and on the oeean waye. 
Keen was the search, and various and wide, .■ 
And ever and anon a shout was heard : 
Ho ! here's the tree of life ; come, eat, and live ! 
And round the new diaooverer quick they.flocked 
In multitudes, and plucked, and with great haste 
Devoured ; and sometimes in the lips 'twas aweet. 
And promised wdl ; but in the belly, gaU. 
Tet after 3)im that cried again : Ho! here's 
The tree of life ; again they tan, and pulled, 
And chewed again, and found it bitter stilK 
From disappointment on to disappointment. 
Tear after year, age after age pursued : 
The child, the youth, the hoai7 headed mmi. 
Alike pursued, and ne'er grew wise ; for it 
W«a folly's most peculiar attribute. 
And native act, to make esperienoe void* 

Pot hastily as pleasures tasted turned 
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To loathing^ and diflf^ast, they need not 
Even stieh experiment to prove them ram. 
In hope or in poBsession, Fear, alike. 
Boding^ disaster,' stood. Over the flower- 
Of fairest sort, that bloomed beneath the sun, 
Protected most, and sheltered from the storm. 
The Speetre, like a dark and thunderous cloud, 
Hung^ dismally, and threatened, before the hand 
Of him that wished, could puU it, to descend. 
And o'er the desert drive its withered leaves ; 
Or being pulled, to blast it unenjoyed, 
While yet he g^zed upon its loveliness. 
And just beg^an to drink its fra|;raQoe up. 

Gold many hunted, sweat and bled for gold ; 
Waked all the night, and laboured all the day ; 
And what was this allurement, dost thou ask ? 
A dust dug from the bowels of the earth, 
Which, being cast into the fire, came out 
A shining thing that fools admired, and called 
A god ; and in devout and humble plight 
Before it kneeled, the greater to the less. 
And on its altar sacrifi^ ease, peace. 
Truth, faith, integrity^ good conscience, friends, 
Lor e^ charity, benevolence, and all 
The sweet and tender sympathies of life ; 
And to complete the horrid murderous rite. 
And signalice their folly, offered up 
Their souls, and an eternity of-bliss, 
To gain them— what f an hour of dreaming joy ; 
A feverish hour that hasted to be done. 
And ended in tfie bitterness of wo. 

B 4 
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Most, for the luxuiies it bought, the pomp. 
The prmiae, the glitter, fashion, and renown^ 
This yellow phantom followed and adored. 
But there was one in folly fiuther gone. 
With eye awry, incurable, and wild. 
The laughing-stock of devils and of men, 
and by his guardian angel quite given up,— 
The miser, who with dust inanimate ■ 
Held wedded intercourse. Ill guided wretch ! 
Thou mightst have aeen him at the midnight 

hour, 
When good men slept, and in light winged dreams 
Ascended up to Gody--in wasteful hall. 
With vigilance and fasting worn to skin 
And bone, and wrapped in most debasing rags, — 
Thou mightst have seen him bending o^er his 

heaps. 
And holding strange communion with his gold ; 
And as his thievish fancy seemed to hear 
The night-man's foot approach, starting alarmed, 
And in his old, decrepit, withered hand. 
That palsy shook, grasping the yellow earth 
To make it sure. Of all God ma^e upright. 
And in their nostrils breathed a living soul. 
Most fallen, most prone, most earthy, most de- 
debased ; 
Of all that sold Eternity for Time, 
None bargained on so easy terms with death. 
Illustrious fool ! Nay, most inhuman wretch ! 
He sat among his bags, and, with a look 
Which hell might be ashamed of, drove the poor 
Aw9y unalms^, and midst abundance died. 
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Sor«rt of evila *. di«d of aiter waht. 

Before this Shadow, in the vales of earUl, 
Fools saw aDother glkle, whioh seemed of more 
Intriiisie worth. Pkasnre hername ; goodname* 
Though ill applied. A thousand forms she took, 
A tho\i8and garbs she wore ; ini erery age 
And clime, changing, as in her Totaries changed 
Desire ; but, inwardly, the same In all. 
Her moat essential lineaments we trace ; 
Her general foaturea oTery where alike. 

Of comely form she was, and fair of fiiee ; 
And underneath her eyelids sat a kind 
Of witching sorcery, that nisarer drew 
Whoever with unguarded look beheld ; 
A dress of gaudy hue loosely attired 
Her loveliness ; her air and manner frankf 
And seeming free of all disguise ; her song 
Enchanting ; and her words whioh sweetly droprt. 
As honey from the comb, most laree of promise, 
Still prophesying days of new delist, 
And rapturous nights of undecaying joy. 
And in her hand, where'er she went, she held 
A radiant Cup that seemed of nectar full — 
And by her side danced fair delusive Hope. 
The fool pursued enamoured, and the wise 
Experienced man who reasoned much, and 

thought, 
Was sometimes seen la3ring his wisdom down, 
And vying with the jtripling in the chase. 

Nor wonder thou ! for she was really fair ; 
Decked to the very taste of flesh and blood. 
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iind many tbougfat her soti&a wifhnft ; and g^y 
And healthy at the h«art ; b»t thought «jiu«g : 
Fcm: she was fall of all disease ; her boi^es . . 
Where rotten : oopwimption licked her bloody 

and drank 
Her marrow up ; her breath smelled mortally . 
And in her bowels plague and fever lurked ; 
And in her yery hMrt, and reins and life, 
Corruption^a worm gnawed greedily unseen. 

Many her haunts: thou migfht'st bave seen 
her now 
With Indoleitoe, lolling on the mid-day cou<;h« 
And whispering drowsy words ; and now el dawn. 
Loudly and rou^^ joining the sylvan horn ; 
Or sauntering in the park, and to the tale 
Of slander giving ear ; or sitting fierce, 
Rude, blasphemous, mulidous, raving, mad, . 
Where fortune to the fiekle die was bound. 

But chief she loved the scene of deep debauch. 
Where revelry, and dance, and frantic song 
Disturbed the sleep of honest men. And where 
The drunkard sat, she entered in, well pleased. 
With eye brimful of wanton mirthfulness. 
And urged him still to fill another cup. 

And at the shadowy twilightp— in the dark 
And gloomy night, 1 looked, and saw her oome 
Abroad, array^ in harlot's soft attire ; 
And walk without in every street, and lie 
In wait at every comer, full of guile. 
And as the unwary youth of simple heart, 
And void of understanding, passed, she caught 
AAd kissed him, and with lips of lying said *. 
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I have peace-ofierings with me ; I hftY^ piid 
My Towa this da/ ; and therefore came I fiwlh 
To meet thee, and to leek thee diligfliltjLy« 
To seek thy iace, and I have found thee h«ra. 
My bed is deoked with robes of tapestry^ 
With carved work, and sheets of Unea &ie ; 
Perfumed with aloes, myrrh, and cinnamoo. 
Sweet are stolen waters \ pleasant is the breed 
In secret eaten 1 the goodman is from home. 
Come, let us take our fill of love till mom 
Awake ; let ns delight ourselves with loves. 
With much fair speech she caused the youth to 

yield ; 
And forced him with the flattering of her tongue* 
I looked, and saw him follow to her house, 
As goes the ox to slaughter ; as the fool 
To the correction of the stocks ; or bird 
That hastes into the subtle fowler's snare. 
And knows not, simple thing, 'tis for its life. 
I saw him enter in; and heard the door 
Behind them shut ; and in the dark, still nig^hti 
When God's imsleeping eye alone can see, 
He went to her adulterous bed. At morn 
I looked, and saw him not among the yonths : 
I heard his &ther mourn, his mother weep : 
For none returned that went with her. The dead 
Were in her house ; her guests in depths of hell ?' 
9he wove the winding-sheet of souls, and laid 
Them in the urn of everlasting death. 

Such was the Shadow fools pursued on earth ' 
Under the name of pleasure,— fair outside, 
Within corrupted, and corrupting still : 

6 
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Ruioed, Atkd ruinocts : her sure reward, \ 

H«r total reoompence ^was still, as he, ' 

The bard, recorder of Earths Seasons, sung^, 
^*VeBEticm, disappointment, and reoiorse." 
Tet at her door the youngs and old, and some 
Who' held high character amoifg the wise, 
Too^ether stood,— and strove among themselves. 
Woo first should enter, and be ruined first. 

Strange conipetition of immortal souls ! 
To sweat for death ! to strive for misery \ 
Sut thiuk not Pleasure told her end was death. 
£ven human folly then Wd paused at least, 
And gJYCO some ^igns of hesit^tipn ^ nof 
Arrived so hot, and out of breath at wo, 
Though oontt adicted every day by fact8| 
That sophistry itself would stumble o'er, 
And to tjie'very't^eth v^ liar proved 
Tea thousand ^mes, as if linconspious still 
Ol inwfltfd blame.' she stood, and waved her hand, 
Aivi pointed to her ix)wer, and said to all 
Who passed: Take yonder flo^e^y path ^ mj 

steps 
Attepd ; I lead thf smoothest way to heaven \ 
This world receive as surety for the next. 
And many simple men, most simple, tho' 
Renowned for learning miuch, apd wary skill, 
Belipv^ apd turned aside, and were undone. 

Another loaf of finished Time we turn. 
And refid of Fai^e^ terrestial Fame, whic)i die<|> 
Arid i-ose not at tne jtesi^rrection mornl 
Not thatby'yiftue' earned^ the true rcnow^, 
g«;an on earth, and Ijisting in the skies. 
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Wortfiy the lofty wish of seraphim, — 

The approbntion of the Eye that sees 

The end from the b^'nning:, sees from canse 

To most remote effect : of it we read 

In book of God's remembrance, in the book 

Of ]ife, from which the quick and dead were 

' judged ; 
The book that lies upon the throne, and tells 
Of gioHons acts by saints and anp:e1s done ; 
The record of the holy, just, and good. 

Of all the phantoms ileetii]^ in the mist ■ 
Of Time, tho^ meagre all, and ghostly thin^ 
Most unsuhstantiaC uness^ritial shade. 
Was earthly Fame. &he was a voice aloae. 
And dwelt upon the nmsy tongues of men* 
She never thought ; but gabbled ever on ; 
A pplaudiog most what least deserved applause : 
The motive, the result was nought to her s 
The deed alone, tho' dyed in human ^ore, 
And steeped in widow's tears, if it stood out 
The prominent display, she talked of much. 
And roared around it with a thousand tongues. 
As changed the wind her organ, so she changed 
Perpetually ; and whom she praised to-day, 
Vexing his ear with acclamations loud, 
To-morrow blamed, and hissed him out of sight. 

^ Such was her nature, and her practice such; 
But, O ! her voice was sweet to mortal ears ; ' 
And touched so pleasantly the strings of pride 
And vanity, which in the heart of man 
Were ever strung harmonious to her note, 



Tliat many thought, to Ure without her 
Was rather death than life : to live onknowiH 
Unnoticed, unrenowned ! to die unpraifed ! 
Unepilaphed ! to go down to the pit, 
And moulder into dust among vile worms I 
And leave no whisperins of a name on earth ! 
Such thought was cold about the heart* and 

chilled 
The blood. Who eould endure it? who oould 

choose. 
Without a struggle, to be swept away 
From an remembrance ? and have part no more 
With living men ? Philosophy failed here? 
And self-approTing pride. Hence it became 
The aim of most, and main pursuit, to win 
A name— to leave some vestige as they passed, ; 
That following ages might discern th«y once 
Had been on earth, and acted something there. 

Many the roads they took, the plans they tried. 
The man of science to the shade retired, 
And laid his head upon his hand, in mood 
Of awful thoughtfulness ; and dived, and dived 
Again — deeper and deeper still, to sound 
The cause remote — resolved, before he died, 
To make some grand discovery, by which 
He should be known to all posterity. 

And in the silent vigils of the night, 
When uninspired men reposed, the bard. 
Ghastly of countenance, and from his eye 
Oft streaming wild unearthly fire, sat up ; 
Aod sent imagination fotth ; and searched 
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Th» fiurand near— hearfo* earthy and gloomy 

hell— 
For fiction new, for thought, unthought before ; 
And when some cunous rare idea peered 
Upon his mind, be dipped hit hasty pen, 
And by tha glimmering lamp» or moonlight 

beam, 
That thro' his lattice peeped, wrote fondly down 
What seemed in truth imperishable song. 

And sometimes too, the reverend divine. 
In meditation deep of holy things. 
And vanities of Time, heard Fame's sweet voice 
Approach bis ear— and hang another flower, 
Of earthly sort, about the sacred truth ; 
And ventured whiles to mix the bitter text, 
With relish suited to the sinner's taste. 

And oli-times too, the simple hind, who seem- 
ed 
Ambitionleas, arrayed in humble garb, 
While round him spreading, fed his harmlesi 

flock, 
Sitting was seen, by some wild warbling brook, 
Carving his name upon his favorite staff; 
Or, in ill-favored letters, tracing it 
Upon the aged thorn ; or on the face 
Of some conspicuous oft frequented stone. 
With persevering wondrous industry ; 
And hoping, as he toiled amain, and saw 
The characters take form, some other wight, 
Long after he was dead, and in the grave, 

Should loiter there at qooq nnd read his name, 

« 
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Id purple some, and some in tnga, stood lorlh 
For repulation ; some displayed a limb . 

Well-fashioaed : some of lowlier mind, a cane 
Of carious workmanship, and marrellous twist : 
la strength some sought it, and in beauty more. - 
Long, long the fair ^e labored at the glass, ' 
And, being tired, called in auxiliar skill, 
To hare her sails, before she went abroad, 
FuU spread, and nicely set, to catch the gale 
Of praise. And much sbe caught, and much d4 

deserved. 
When outward loveliness was index fair 
Of purity within : but oft, alas 1 
The bloom was on the skin alone ; and when 
She saWt sad sight ! the roses on her cheek 
Wither, and heard the voice of fame retire 
And die away, she heaved most piteous sigh?, 
And Wept most lamentable tears ; tmd while*, 
In wild delirium, made rash attempt, 
Unholy mimiekry of Nature's work ! 
To re-create, with frail and mortal things. 
Her witherM face. Attempt how fond and vain 
Her frame itself, soon mouldered down to dust ; 
And in the land of deep forgetfulness. 
Her beauty and her name were laid beside 
Eternal silence, and the loathsome worm ; 
Into whose darkness flattery ventured not ; 
Where none had ears to hear the voice of fame. 

Many the roads they took, the plans they tried 
And awful oft the wickedness they wrought. 
To be observed, some scrambled up to thrones. 
And sat in vestures dripping wet with gor^. 



THK COVAtt OV TIMB. 8t 

The wiMrrior dipped hifl fwordia Uood« wxA 

wrote 
His name on lands and cities desolate* 
The rich bought fields, and hovses built, wad 

raised 
The monumental piles up to the clouds, 
And called them by their names. And, Strang* 

to tell! 
Rather than be unknown, and pass away 
Obscurely to the grave, some, small of sou]. 
That else had perished unobserved, acquired 
Considerable renown by oaths profane. 
By jesting boldly with all sacred things. 
And uttering fearlessly whate'er occurred 5— 
Wi]d, blasphemous, perditionable thoughts. 
That Satan in them moved ; by wiser men 
Suppressed, and quickly banished from the mind. 

Many the roads they took, the plans they 

tried : * 

Bat all in vain. Who grasped at earthly fame. 
Grasped wind: nay worse, a serpent grasped, 

that thro» 
His hands slid smoothly, and was gone ; bat left 
A sting behind which wrought him endless paii^: 
For oft her voice was old Abaddon*s lure. 
By which he charmed the foolish soul to death. 

So happiness was sought in pleasure, gold. 
Renown — ^by many sought. But should I ting 
Of all the trifling race, my time, thy &ith. 
Would fail— of Uiugi erectly organized. 
And having rational* articulate voice 
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And dnaiinff outward brotherhood with man, — 
Of him that labored sorely, in his sweat 
Smoking afar, then hurried to the wine, 
IMiberaiely resolving^ to be mad : 
Of him who taught the ravenous bird to fly 
This way or that, thereby supremely blest : 
Or rode in fury with the howling pack, 
Affronting much the noble animal. 
He spurred into such company : of him 
Who down into the boweb of the earth 
Deoended deeply^ to bring up the wreck 
Of some old earthen ware, which haying stowed. 
With every proper care, he home returned 
0*er many a sea, and many a league of land. 
Triumphantly to show the maivellous priie : 
And him that vexed his brain, and theories built 
Of gossamer upon the brittle winds ; 
Peiplexed exceedingly why shells were found 
Upon the mountain tops ; but wondering not 
Why shells were found at all, more wondrous 

stiUl 
Of him who strange enjoyment took in tales 
Of fairy folk, and sleepless ghosts, and sounds 
Unearthly, whispering in the ear of night 
Disastrous things : and him who still foretold 
Calamity which never came, and lived 
In terror all his days of comets rude. 
That should unmannerly and lawless drive 
Athwart the path of Earth, and burn mankind : 
As if ttie appointed hour of doom, by God 
Appointed, ere its time should come : as if 
Too smaU the number of substantial ills, 
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And real fean to vex the sons of men.— 
These, — had they not possessed immortal flonls^ 
And been accountable, might have been past 
With laughter, and forgot ; but as it was. 
And is^-their folly asks a serious tear. 

Keen was the search, and various, and wide, 
For happiness. Take one example more — 
So 8trange,tbat common fools looked on amazed 
And wise and sober men together drew. 
And trembling stood ; and angels in the heavens 
Grew pale, and talked of vengeance as at hand— 
The sceptic's route — ^the unbeliever^ who. 
Despising reason, revelation, God, 
And kicking 'gainst the pricks of con8cience« 

rushed 
Deliriously upon the bossy shield 
Of the Omnipotent ; and in his heart 
Purposed to deify the idol chance. 
And labored hard — oh, labor worse than naught ! 
And toiled with dark and crooked reasonning. 
To make the fair and lovely Earth which dwelt 
In sight of heaven, a cold and fatherless. 
Forsaken thing, that wandered on, forlorn, 
Undestined, unoompassioned, onupheld ; 
A rapor eddying in the whirl of chance, 
And soon to vanish everlastingly^. 
He travailed sorely, and made many a tack, 
His sails oft shifting, to arrive— dread thought ! 
Arrive at utter nothingness; and have 
Being no more — ^no feeling, memory, 
No Imgering consoiousness that e'er he was. 
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Guilt's midnight wishl last, most abliorred 

thoug^ht I 
Most desperate effort of extremett sin ! 
Others preoccupied, ne'er saw true hope ; 
He seeing^, aimed to stah her to the heart. 
And with infernal chemistry to wring 
The last sweet drop from sorrow's cup of gall ; 
To quench the only ray that cheered the eurth, 
And leave mankind in night which had no star. 
Others the streams of pleasure troubled, be 
Toiled much to dry her very fountain head. 
Unpardonable man ! sold under sin ! 
He was the Devil's pioneer, who cut 
The fences down of virtue, sapped her walls, 
And opened a smooth and easy way to death. 
Traitor to all existance ! to all life ! 
Soul -suicide I determined foe of being! 
Intended murderer of God, Most High ! 
Strange road, most strange! to seek for hap^ 

piness ! 
Hellas mad-houses are full of such ; too fierce. 
Too furiously insane, and desperate, 
To rage unbound 'mong evil spirits damned ! 

Fertile was earth in many things : not least 
In fools, who mercy both and judgment scorned ; 
Scorned love, experience scorned : and onward 

rashed 
To swift destruction, giving all reproof, 
And all instruction, to the winds : and much 
Of both they had-— and much despised of both. 

W iadom took up her harp, and stood in place 
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Of frequeiit cooeoune^-stood in every g;t(e, 
By eTery way, and walked id every street ; 
Audi lifting up her vuicej proclaimed : Be wise. 
Ye fioolfl I be of an understanding^ heart. 
Forsake the wicked : come not near bis house : 
Pass by : make haste : depart^ and turn away. 
Me follow— -ine, whose ways are plea8antne8S4 
Whose paths are peace, whose end is perfect joy. 
The Seasom came and went, and went and came. 
To teach men gratitude ; and as they passed, 
Grave warning of the lapse of time, that else 
Had stolen ui^eeded by : the gentle Flowers 
Retired, and, stooping o'er the wilderness, 
Talked of humility, and peace, and love. 
The Dews come down unseen ot evening- tide, 
And siiently their bounties shed, to teach 
Mankind unostentatious charity. 
With arm in arm the forest ro^e on high, 
And lesson gave of brotherly regard. 
And, on the rugged mountain^brow exposed. 
Bearing the blast alonfr^the ancient oak 
Stood, lifting high his mighty arm, and still 
To courage in distress exhorted loud. 
The flocks, the herds, the birds, the streams, the 

breese, 
Attuned the heart to melody and love» 
Mercy stood in the cloud, with eye that wept 
Essential love ; and, from her glorious bow, 
Bending to kiss the earth in token of peace. 
With her own lips, her gracious lips, which God 
Of sweetest accent made, she whispered stiU, 
She whispered to Revenge :— Forgive, foi^ive ! 
Tha Sun rejoicing round the earth, announced 
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Daily the wisdom, power, and love of God. 
The Moon awoke, and from her maiden iaoe, 
Shedding her cloudy locks, looked meekly forth. 
And with her virfrin stars walked in the heavens. 
Walked nightly there, conversing as she walked, 
Of parity, and holiness, and God. 
In dreams and visions sleep instructed much. 
Day uttered speech to day, and night to night 
Taught knowledge: silence had a tongue: tfa6 

grave, 
The darkness, and the lonely waste, had each 
A tongue, that ever said — Man ! think of God ! 
Think of thyself \ think of eternity I 
Fear God, the thunders said; fear God, the 

waves; 
Fear God, the lightning of the storm replied ; 
Fear God, deep loudly answered back to deep. 
And, in the temples of the Holy One- 
Messiah's messengers, the faithful few-«* 
Faithful ^mong many false— the Bible opened, 
And cried ; Repent 1 repent ye Sons of Men I 
Believe, be saved : and reasoned awfully 
Of temperance, righteousness, and judgment soon 
To come— of ever*during life and death* 
And chosen bards from age to age awoke 
The sacred lyre, and full on iblly's ear. 
Numbers of righteous indignation poured* 
And God omnipotent, when mercy failed. 
Made bare his holy arm ; and with the stroke 
Of vengeance smote ; the fountains of the de^ 
Broke up; heaven's. Windows opened; and mot 

on men 
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A fioyd of wrath ; s^t pUgue and famine forth ; 
With earthquake rocked the world beneath ; 

with storms 
Above ; laid cities wa^te ; and turned fat laodf 
To barrenness; and with the sword of war 
In fury marched, and g^ave them blood to drink. 
Angels remonstrated : Mercy beseeched : 
Heaven smiled, and frowned : Hell groaned ; 

Time fled : Death shook 
His dart, and threatened to make repentance vain, 
incredible assertion ! men rushed on 
Determinedly to ruin : shut their ears. 
Their eyes to all adrice, to all reproof— 
O'er mercy and o'er judgment downward rushed 
To misery : and, most incredible 
Of all ! to misery rushed along the way 
Of disappoiatment and remorse, where still 
At every step, adders, in pleasures form. 
Stung mortally ; and Joys, — whose bloomy 

cheeks 
Seemed glowing high with immortality, 
Whose bosoms prophesied superfluous bliss, — 
While in the arms received, and locked in dose 
And riotous embrace, turned pale, and cold, 
And died, and smelled of putrifaction rank ; 
Turned, in the very moment of delight, 
A loathsome, heavy corpse, that with the clear 
And hollow eyes of Death, stared horribly. 

All tribes, all generations of the earth. 
Thus wantonly to ruin drove alike : 
We heard indeed of golden and silver days ; 
And of primeval innocence unstained— 
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A P^gan lnU ! I>ut by baptised bards, 
philosophers, and statesmen, who were still 
Held wise and cunning men, talked of so much, 
That most believed it so, and asked not why. 

The pair, the family first made, were ill ; 
And for their gpreat peculiar sin incurred 
Tlie Curse, and left it du^ to all their race ; 
And bold example gave of every crime — 
Hate, murder, unbelief, reproach, revenge 
A time, 'tis true, there came, of which thou soon 
Shalt hear — the Sabbath Day, tlie Jubilee 
Of Earth, when righteousness and peace prevail- 
ed : 
This time except, who writes the history 
Of men, and writes it true, must write them bad. 
Who reads, must read of violence and blood. 
The man who could the story of one day 
Peruse ; the wrongs, oppressions, cruelties ; 
Deceits, and perjuries, and vanities ; 
Rewarded worthlessness, rejected worth ; 
Assassinations, robberies, thefts, and wars; 
Disastrous accidents, life thrown away ; 
Divinity insulted ; Heaven despised ; 
Religion scorned :*~and not be^n siok at night, 
And sad, had gathered greater store of mirth, 
Th^ ever wise man in the world qould find. 

One cause of foDy, one especial cause 
Was this-r-fe^ knew what wisdom wapj tho' well 
Defined in God^s own words, and printed large, . 
Cn heaven and earth in characters of light, 
^nd s.bunc|9d in the gar by every wind. 
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Wt8d6m k humble, mid the voice, of Ood. ' 
»Tia proud, the world replied. Wisdom, said God 
Forgives, forbears and suflers, not for fear 
Of man, but God. Wisdom revenges, sai> 
The world j is quick and deadly of resenUnenl $ 
Thrusts at the very shadow of affront, 
And hastes, by death, to wipe its honor clean, . 
Wisdom, said God, loves enemies, entreats 
Solicits, begs for peace. Wisdom, replied 
The world, hates enemies j will not ask peare 
Conditions spurns, and triumphs in their fall. ' 
Wisdom mistrusts itself, and leans on heaven, 
Said God. It trusts and leans upon itself. 
The world replied. Wisdom retires, said God, 
And counts it bravery to bear reproach 
And shame, and lowly poverty upright ; 
And weeps with all who have just cause to weep, 
Wisdom, replied the world, struts forth to gaze 
Treads the broad stage of life with clamorous foot j 
Attracts all praises j counts it bravery 
Alone to wield the sword, and rush on death ; 
And never weeps, but for its own disgrace. 
Wisdom, said God, is highest, when it stoops 
Lowest before the Holy Throne, throws down 
Its crown abased, forgets itself, admires, 
And breathes adoring praise. There wisdom 

stoops 
Indeed, the world repjied-rthere stoops, because 
It must: but stoops with dignity; and thinks 
And meditates the while of mward worth. 

Thus did Almighty God, and thus the world, 
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Wisdom define. And most the world beUeved ; 

And boldly called the trath of God a lie. 

Hence, be that to the worldly wiodom shaped 

His character, became tbe favorite 

Of men — was honorable termed ; a man 

Of spu'it; noble, glorious, lofty soul! 

And as he crossed tbe earth in chase of dreams, 

Received prodigious shouts t>f warm applause. 

Hence, who to godly wisdom framed his life. 

Was counted mean, and spiritless, and vile. 

And as he walked obscurely in the path 

which led to heaven, fools hissed with serpent 

tongue. 
And poured contempt upon his hol}[ bead ; 
And poured contempt on all who praised his name. 

But false as this account of wisdom was — 
The world's I mean — ^it was its best : the creed 
Of sober, grave, and philosophic men ; 
With much research and cogitation framed ; 
Of men, who with the vulgar scorned to sit. 

The popular belief seemed rather worse, 
When heard replying to the voice of truth. 

The wise man, said tbe Bible, walks with God, 
Surveys fat on the endless line of life ; 
Values his soul ; thinks of eternity ; 
Both worlds considers, a?nd provides for both ; 
With reason's eye his passions guards ; abstains 
From evil : lives on hope, on hope, the fruit 
Of faith ; looks upward ; purifies his soul ; 
Expands his wings, and mounts into the sky ; 
rasscf the sun, and gains his father's house ; 
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And drinks with angels from the fount of bliM. 

The multitude aloud replied — ^replied 
By practice, for they were not bookish men ; 
Nor apt to form tbeir principles in words^ 
The wise man first of all eradicates, 
As much as possible, from out his mind, / . 

All thought of death, God, and eternity ; 
Admires the world, and thinks of Time alone ; 
Avoids the Bible, all reproof avoids f 
Rocks conscience, if he can, asleep ; puts out 
The eye of reason ; prisons, tortures, bindv ^ 
And makes her thus, by violence and force, 
Give wicked evidence against herself: 
Lets passion loose; the substance leaver; poreiiM 
The shadow vehemently, but ne'er overtakes; 
Puts by the cup of holiness aAd ioy ; 
And drinks, carouses deeply in the bowl 
Of death ; grovels in dust ; pollutes, destroys 
His soul ; is miserable to acquire 
More misery ; deceives to be deceived ; 
Strives, labors to the last to shun the truth ; 
Strives, labors to the last to damn himself: 
Turns desperate, shudders, groans, blasphemes, 

and dies, 
And sinks — where could he else? — ^to endless wo: 
And drinks the wine of God's eternal wrath. 

The learned thus, and thus the unlearned worl^/ 
Wisdom defined — ^in sound they disagree ;* 
In substance, ii^ efiect, in end the same ; 
And equally to God and truth opposed ; 
Opposed as darknecs to the light of heaven. 

7 
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Tet were tlieie some that seemed well meaniair 

meDy 
Who syBteoM planned, expressed in suj^ple words. 
Which praised the man as wisest, that in one 
United both ; pleased God, and pleased the world; 
And with the saint, and with the sinner had. 
Changing his garb unseen, a good report. 
And many thought their definition best ^ 
And in th«r wisdom grew exceeding wise. 

Uniott abhorred ! dtssimulatioii vain 1 
Could hofiness embrace the harlot sin? 
Could life wed death ? could God with Mammon 

dwell ! 
Oh, ibolish men f oh, men for erer tost f 
In spite of mercy lost, in spite of wrath ! 
In tpite of Disappointment and Remorse, 
Which made the way to ruin nunoas! 

Hear what they were : — the progeny of sin 
Alike ; and oft combined : butdifiering much 
In mode of giving pain. As felt the gross. 
Material part, when in the furnace cast, 
So felt the soul the victim of remorse. 
It was a fire which on the verge of God*s 
Commandments burned, and on the vitals fed 
Of all who passed. Who passed, there met re- 

meurse. 
A violent fever seized lus soul ; the heavens 
Above, the earth beneath, seemed sAowing brass. 
Heated seven times ; he heard dread voices speak. 
And mutter horrid prophecies of pain, 
Severer and severer yet to eome : 
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And M he writhed and t|uivered, seofched withiii, 
ne Fury round hie tordd temples flapped ^ 
Her fieiy winge» and breathed upon hSlipe, 
And pw«hed tongue, the wiUieied blaete of hett. 
It was the suflering begun, thou saw'et 
In sjrmbol of the Worm that never dies. 

The other—Disappointmenl, rather seemed 
Negation of dehght. It was a thing 
Sluggish and torpid, tending towards death. 
Its breath was cold, and made the sportive blood. 
Stagnant, and dull, afld heavy rounlf the wheels 
Of life : the roots of that whereon it blew 
Decayed, and with the genial soil no more' 
Held sympathy— the leaves, the branches drooped 
And mouldered slowly down to formless dust • 
Not tossed and driven by violence of winds • ' 
But withering where they sprung, and rottins 
there. * 

Long disappointed, disappointed still. 

The hopeles man, hopeless in his main wish. 

As if returning back to nothing felt • 

In strange vacuity of being hung, ' 

And rolled, and rolled hb eye on emptiness, 

1 bat seemed to grow more empty ereiy hour. 

One of this mood I do rememlMi well s 
We name hun not, what now are ewthly Mames ? 
In humble dwelling bom, retired, ranote. 
In niral quietude; 'moog hills, and streams, 
And m<flancholy deserts, where the sun 
Saw, as he passed, a shepherd only, here 
And there watchin|^ his little fiock ; or heard 
The plowman talkmg to his steers— his hopei^ 
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His morning hopei^ awoke before him smiling^ 
Among the oews, and holy mountain airs ; 
And fancy colored them with every hue 
Of heavenly lovetineas ; but soon his dreams 
Of childhood fled away— those rainbow dreams, 
So innocent and fair, that withered age, 
Even at the grave, cleared up his dusty eye, 
And passing all between, looked fondly Mck 
To see them once again ere he departed. 
These fled away — and anxious thought, that wish- 
ed 
To go, yet whither knew not well to go. 
Possessed his soul, and held it still awhile. 
He listened — and heard from far the voice of 

Fame — 
Heardj and was charmed 3 and deep and sudden 

vow 
or resolution made to be renowned : 
And deeper vowed again to keep his vow. 
His parents saw — his parents whom God made 
Of kmdest heart — saw, and indulged his hope. 
The ancient page he turned ; reacTmuch ; thought 

much; 
And with old bards of honorable name 
Measured his soul severely ; and looked up 
To fame, ambitious of no seconed place. 
Hope grew from inward faith, and promised fair : 
And out before him opened manv a path 
Ascending, where the laurel highest waved 
Her branch of endless green. He stood admiring; 
But stood, admired not long. The harp he seized ; 
The harp he loved— loved better than his life ; 



* 
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^Tli^ harp which uttered deepest notes, and held 
The ear of thought a captive to its song. 
He searched, an J meditated much, and whiles 
With rapturous hand in secret touched the lyre, - 
Alining- at glorious strains— and searched again 
For (heme deserving of immortal verse: 
Chose now, and now refused unsatisfied ; 
Pleased, then displeased, and hesitating vUIL 

Thus stood his mind, when round him came a 
cloud ; 
Slowly and heavily it came ; a dond 
Of ills we mention not: enough to say 
Twas cnld, and dead, impenetrable gloom. 
He saw its dark approach ; and saw his hopes. 
One after one, put out, as nearer still 
It drew his soul, but fainted not at first ; 
Fainted not soon. He knew the lot of man - 
Was trouble, and prepared to bear the worst; 
Endure whate'er should come, without a sigh 
Endure, and drink, even to the very dregs. 
The bitterest cup that Time could m<)aBure out; 
And, having done, look up, and ask for more. 

He called Philosophy, and with his heart ' * 
Reasoned: he called Religion too, but called 
Reluctantly, and therefore was not heard. 
Ashamed to be o'ermatched by earthly w\>es. 
He sought, and sought with eye that dimmed 

apace, 
To find some avenue to light, some place 
On which to rest a hope^bnt sought in vain. 
IHrker and darker still the darkness grew ; 
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At length he sunk, and dhsappomtment itood 

His omv comforter, and mournfully 

Told all was past. His interest in life. 

In being, ceased : and now be seemed to feel. 

And shuddered as he felt ; his powers of mind 

Deca^ring in the spring-time oi his day. 

The vigorous, weak became ; the clear, obscure ; 

Monory gave up her charge ; decision reeled ; 

And from her flight fancy returned, returned 

Because she found no nourishment abroad. 

The blue heavens withered, and the moon, and 

sun, 
And all Uie stars, and the green earth, and mom 
And evening withered ; and the eyes, and smiles. 
And faces of all men and women withered ; 
Withered to him ; and all the universe. 
Like something which had been, appeared, but 

now 
Was dead and mouldering fast away. He tried 
No more to hope : whished to forget his vow : 
Wished to foroet hb harp : then ceased to wish. 
That was his last. Enjoyment now was done. 
He had no hope — ^no wish — and scarce a fear. 
Of being sensible, and sensible 
Of loss, he, as some atom seemed which God 
Had made 8U(>erfluously, and needed not 
To build creation with ; but back again 
To nothins threw, and left it in the void. 
With everlasting sense that once it was. 

Oh, who can tell what days, what nights he 
spent. 
Of tideloM, waveless, sailless, shoreless wo I 
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And wh» can tell, how many, gloiioui odm^ 
To othara, and themselves of promiae full, 
Conducted to thia Mas of human thought, 
Thk wildemeaa of intellectual death, 
Waated and pined, and vanished from the earth, 
Leaving no vestige of memorial there ! 

it was not so with bira : when thus be lay, 
Foriorn of heart, withered and desolate. 
As leaf of Autumn, which the wolfish winds^ 
Selecting from its falling sisters, chase 
Far from ita native grove, to lifeless wastea, 
And leave it there alone to be forgotten 
Eternally— Ood passed in mercy by, 
Hia pruse be ever new ! and on him breathe4 • 
And bade htn live ; and put into his hands 
A holy haip, into his lips a song. 
That rolled its numbers down the tide of Tune. 
Ambitious now but little to be praised 
Of men alone; ambitious aiost to be 
Approved of God, the Jiidge of all ; and have 
His name recorded in the lxx>k of life. 

Such things were disappointmait, and K6« 
mwDse: 
And oft united both, aa firiends aevere. 
To teach men wisdom: but the fool mitangfat. 
Was foolish still. Hii ear he atojiped ; his eyea 
He shut : and blindly, dea£^ obstmate^ 
Forced ilespeiately his ^y from wo to wo. 

One place, one only place there was on earth, ' 
Where no man e*er was fool— however mad* 
/'Men may live fools, but fools they cannot die,'* 
* - 4 
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Ah ! Hwas a troth most trae, and smig in Time, 
And to the sons ofmen, by one well known 
On earth for lofty Terse, and lofty sense. 
Much hast thou seen, fair youth 1 much heaid; 

but thou 
Hast never seen a death-bed, never beard 
A dying groan. Men saw it oAcn : 'twas sad, 
To all most sorrowful and sad—- to guilt 
'Twas anguish, terror, darkness, without bow. 
But O, it had a roost convincing tongue, . 
A potent oratory, that secured 
Most mute attention : and it spoko the truth 
So boldly, plainly, perfectly distinct. 
That none the meaning could mistake, or doubt. 
And bad withal a disenchanting power, 
A most omnipotent and wondrous power 
Which in a moment broke, for ever broke, 
And utterly dissolved the charms, and spells. 
And cunning sorceries of Earth and Hell. 
Aad thus it spoke to him who ghastly lay. 
And struggled for another breath : Earth's cup 
Is poisoned ; her renown, most infamous ; 
Her gold, seem as it may, is really dust ; 
Her titles, slanderous names; her praise, re- 
proach ; 
Her strength, an idiot's boast; her wisdom, blind; 
Her gain, eternal loss ; her hope, a dream ; 
Her fove, her friendship, enmity with God ; 
Her promises, a lie ; her smile, a harlot's; 
Her beauty, paint, and rotten within ; her plea- 
sures, 
Deadly assassins masked ; her laughter grief; 
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Her breasta, the sting of Death ; her total ram, 
Her all, moot utter vanity; and all 
Her lovers mad ; insane most grievously ; 
And most insane, because they knew it not. 

Thus did the mighty reasoner Death declare ; 
And volumes more: and in one word confirmed 
The Bible whole — Eternity is alL 
But few spectators, few believed of those 
Who staid behind. The wisest, best of men 
Believed not to the letter full; but turned. 
And on the world looked forth, as if they thought 
The well trimmed hypocrite had somethmg still 
Of inward worth: the dying man alone 
Gave faithful audience, and tlie words of Death 
To Uie last jot believed ; believed and felt; 
But ofV, alas ! believed and felt too late. 

And had Earth then no ioys ? no native sweets, 
No happiness, that one who spoke the truth 
Might call her own? She had; true, native 

sweets ; 
Indigenous delights, which up the Tree 
Of holiness, embracuig as they grew. 
Ascended, and bore fruit of heavenly taste : 
In pleasant memory held, and talked of oft. 
By yonder Saints who walk the golden streets 
Of New Jerusalem, and compass round 
The throne, with nearest vision blest — of these 
Hereafter thou shalt hear, delighted hear; 
One page of beauty in the life of man. 
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BOOK nil. 



AvALTiis OF Book IV. 

The eMenee of earthly liberty and Independaace was uni- 
ted with lust for power ; " each sought to make all sub* 
jectto his will,'* while r«al liberty was the freedom 
from sin ; be only was free " whom the truth of God 
made free." 

Strange conflicts exhibited by tbe inconsistent and oppo- 
site principles of the Christian heart. Yet final victory 
was found on the side of holiness, and after ail his in- 
ternal struggles, the christian was triumphant, and 
brought to the world of glory* 

The Books composed in Time, tc^ether with their authors 
were doomed to oblivion under the curse which returns 
dust to dust. 

.The Books entitled "The Medicine of tbe Mmd'* which 
were written for the help of virtue, were alone exemp- 
ted ftom oblivion. 

The inseruUble and mysterious providences of Ood, why 
deeds decreed were accountable, the Trinity, and Incar- 
nation, were subjecto, which Theology, Philoeopby, 
Fancy, and finite wisdom, toiled in vain to comprehend. 

Tbe unequal distribution of worldly poesessions and intel- 
lectual giAs, plainly taught that God did not estimate 
men by outward circumstances only, or by their know- 
ledge, but by their moral worth. Illustrated by the hia< 
tory of the gifted Byron. 
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BOOK IV. 



The world had much of slrange and wonderful : 
In passion much, in action, reason, will ; 
And much in Providence, which still retired 
From human eye, and led philosophy. 
That ill her ig;norance liked to own, thro' dark 
And dang^erous paths of speculation wild. 
Some stnking features, as we pass, we mark, 
In order such as memory suggests. 

One passion prominent appears I — the lust 
Of power, which oft-times took the fairer name 
Of liberty, and hung the popular flag 
Of freedom out. Many, indeed, its names. 
When on the throne it sat, and round the neck 
Of millions riveted its iron chain, 
And on the shoulders of the people laid 
Burdens unmerciful — ^it title took 
Of tyranny, oppression, despotism ; 
And every tongue was weary cursing it. 
When in the multitude it gathered strength, 
And, like an ocean bursting from its bounds. 
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Long; beat in vain, went forth renstlealy, 
It bore the stamp and designation then. 
Of popular fury, anarchy, rebellion-— 
And honest men bewailed all order Toid ; 
All laws, annulled ; all property, destroyed ; 
The venerable, murdered in the streets ; 
rhewise, despised; streams, red with human 

blood; 
Harvests, beneath the frantic foot trode down ; 
Lands, desolate ; and famine^ at the doc»r. 

These are a part ; but other names it had 
lonumerous as the shapes and robes it wore. 
But under every name— in nature still 
Invariably the same, and always bad. 
We own mdeed that oft against itself 
It fought, and sceptre both and people gave 
Au equal aid, as long exemplified 
In Albion's isle— Albion, queen of the seas*- 
And in the struggle something like a kind 
Of civil liberty grew up, the best 
Of mere terrestrial root ; but sickly too. 
And living only, strange to tell ! in strife 
Of iactioiM equally contending; dead^ 
That very moment dead that one prevailed. 

Conflicting cruelly against itself. 
By its own hand it fell ; part slaying part. 
And men who noticed not the suicide, 
Stooil wondering much, why earth from age to 

age. 
Was still enslaved, and erring causes gave. 
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This wu ewth'to bbcrty^ts nature tk»~ 
However naaed, in whomBoerer found. 
And foiiod it WM in. all of wonan bonm 
Each man to make all ratgeot to his wQl ; 
To make them do, undo, eat, driak, stand, move» 
Talk, tkink, and liseL, asactly aa 1m ehota. 
Hence the eternal strife of brolherhoodi. 
Of iadividnals, families, commonwealtlis* 
The root from which it grew was pride^— bad 

root! 
And bad the fruit it bore. Then wonder not 
That long the nations from it richly reaped 
Oppression, slavery, tyranny, and ww ; 
Confusion, desolatioD, trouble, shame. 
And marvellous tho^ it seem, this monster, wtien 
It took the name of slavery, as oft 
It did, had advocates to plead its cause ; 
Beings that walked erect, and spoke like men ; 
Of Christain parentage descended too. 
And dipt in the baptismal font, as sign 
Of dedication to the Prince who bowed 
To death, to set the sin-bound prisoner free. 

Unchristain thought! on what pretence soe'er 
Of right inherited, or else acquired ; 
Of loss, or profit, or what plea you name. 
To buy and sell, to barter, whip, and hold 
la chains a being of celestial mako-* 
Of kindred form, of kindred faculties. 
Of kindred feelings, passions, thoughts, desires ; 
Bom free, and heir of aa immortal hope !— * 
Thought viUanous, absurd, detestable ! 
Unworthy to be harbored i& a fiend \ 
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Andoidy oyer reached iQwickednen 
By that, birth too of earthly liberty, 
Which aimed to make a reasonable man 
fiy legislation think, and by the sword 
Belieye; This was that liberty renowned, 
Those equal rights of Greece and Rome, where 

meni 
All, but a few, were bought, and sold, and sconr- 

And killed, as interest or caprice enjoined : 
In aitertimes talked of, written of so much. 
That most by sound, and custom led away, 
Believed the essence answered to the name. 
Historians on this theme were long and warm ; 
Statesmen, drunk with the fumes of vain debate. 
In lofty swelling phrase, called it perfection ; 
Philosophers its rise, advance, and fall 
Traced carefully ; and poets kindled still, 
As memory brought it up; their lips were 

touched 
With fire, and uttered words that men adored. 
Even he— true bard of Zion, holy man ! 
To whom the Bible taught this precious verse : 
**He is the freeman whom the truth makes free*'. 
By fashion, tho* by fashion little swayed, 
Scarce kept his harp from pagan freedom'i praise. 

^ The captive prophet, whom Jehovah gave 
The future years, described it best, when he 
Beheld it rise in vision of the night-— 
A dreadful beast, and terrible, and strong 
Exceedingly, with mighty iron teeth ; 
And lo, it brake in pieces, and devoured. 
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And stamped the residae beneath its^feat I 

True liberty was Christain, sanctified, 
Baptised, and found in Christian hearts alone. 
First bom of Virtue \ daughter of the skies ! 
Nursling of truth divine ! sister of all 
The graces, meekness, holiness, and love : 
Giving to God, and man, and all below. 
That symptom showed of sensible existence. 
Their due unasked ; fear to whom fear was da^ 
To all, respect, benevolence, and love. 
Companion of religion ! where she came 
There freedom came ; where dwelt, there frae-' 
dom dwelt ; \ 

Ruled where she ruled, expired where^fihat 

. expired. 

^*If e was the freeman whom the truth made 

free :" 
Who first of all, the bands of Satan broke ; 
Who broke the bands of Sin ; and for his soul. 
In spite of fools consulted seriously ; 
In spite of fashion persevered in good ; 
In spite of wealth or poverty, upright ; 
Who did as reason, not as fancy bade ; 
Who heard temptation sipg, and yet turned f^ot 
Aside ; saw sin bedeck her flowery bed. 
And yet would not go up ; felt at his heart 
The sword unsheathed, yet would nqt sell the 

truth ; 
Who, having power, had not the will to. hurt ; 
Who blushed alike to be, or have a slave ; 
Who blushed at nouj[;ht but sin, feared nought but 

Q^i .8 
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Who, finally, }n strong integrity 

Of BOol, 'Bkraet want, or riches, or disgrace, 

Uplifted calmly sat, and heard the waves 

Or itonny iolly breaking at his feet ; 

Now shriU lyi^h praise, now hoarse with foul ro , 

proach. 
And both despised sipcerely ; seeking this 
Alone?— t)ie approbation of his God, 
Which still with conscience witnessed to hif> 

peape. < • 

This, is fxeedom, such as angeb use, 
And kindrojl to the lifMrty of God, 
FiiVf bora of Yktue ! daughter of the skies ! 
The man, the state in whom she ruled, .was free ; 
All^iiO were slaves of Satan, Sin, and Death. 

Already thou hast something heard of good 
An^ iU, of yic^ P^ virtue, perfept each : 
Of those redeemed, or else abandoned quite ; 
And more shalt hear, when at the judgment day 

The characters we of mankind review.-^ 

Seeins aught wbich thou hast hoard astonisliing ? 
A greater wonder now thy audience a^ks 
Phenomena in aH the universe 
Of mpral being most anomalous ; 
Inexplicable most, and wonderful, 
I»l| introduce thee to a single heart j 
A huipan heart : we enter not the worst ; 
But one by God's renewing Spirit touched ; 
A^hristian heart, awaked from sleep of sin. 
^atseest thou hero? whatmark'st? observe i( 
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Willy pasfton, raamn ; hopes, fean ; joy, distresfi 
Peace^ tuibalience j simplicityi deceit; 
Good, tU; corroption, immortality, 
A temple of the Holy Ghost, and yet 
Oft looging fiendu ^ the dwelling place of all * 
The heavenly virtaes-'charity and truth, 
Humility, and holiness, and love ; 
And yet Uie common tunrnt of anaer, pride, 
Hatred, revenge, and passions foul with lust ; 
Allied to heaven, yet parleying oft with hell t 
A soldier listed in Mdssiah^s band, 
Yet giving quarter to Abaddon's troops : 
With seraphs drinking from the' well of life, 
And yet carousing in the cup of death ; 
An heir of heaven, and walking thitherward, 
Yet casting back a covetous eye on earth ; 
Emblem of strengtli, and weakness ; loving now. 
And now abhorring sin j indulging now, 
And now repenting sore ; rejoicing now. 
With joy unspeakable, and full of glory. 
Now weeping bitterly, and clothed in dust. 
A man willing to do, and doing not ; 
Doing, and willing not ; embracing what 
He hates, what most he loves abandoning. 
Half saint, and sinner half— half life, half death : 
Commixture strange of Heaven, and Earth, and 
HeU ! 

What seest thou here? what mark'st? a battle- 
field- 
Two banners spread ; two dreadful fronts of war 
In shock of opposition fierce engaged— 
Qod, angels, saw whole empires rise in anns ; 
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Siaw kings exalted ; heard them tiimUed dovvn ; . 
and other's raised,— «nd heeded not : but here» " ] 
God, angels, looked; God, angels, fought; and 

HeU, : 

With all his legions, fought : here error fought ' 
With truth ; with darkness light ; and life with 

death : 
And here not kingdoms, reputations, worlds^ 
Were won ; the strife was for eternity; 
Th#¥ictory was never-ending bliss; 
Tb^ badge a chaplet from the tree df life. 

While thus within contending armies strove, 
Without the Christian had his troubles too. 
For, as-by God's unalterable laws, 
And ceremonial of the heaven of heavens. 
Virtue takes place of all, and w.orthiest deeds 
Sit highest at the feast of bliss ; on Earth 
The opposite was fashion's rule polite. 
Virtue the lowest place at table took, 
Or served* or was shut out: the Christian still 
Was mocked, derided, persecuted, islain : 
And Slander, worse than mockery, or sword, 
Or death, stood nightly by her horrid forge. 
And fabricated lies to stain his name. 
And wound his peace — but still he had a source 
Of happiness, that men could neither give 
Nor take away : the avenues that led 
To immortality before him la^ ; 
He saw, with faith's far reaching eye, the fount 
Of life, hia Father's house, his Saviour God, 
And borrowed thence to help his present yif^nU 
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t Enooanterad thus with enemiea without, 
Within, like bark that meets opposing winds 
And floNods, this way, now tbat^ she steers athwart; 
Tossed by the wave, and driven by the storm ; 
But still the pilot, ancient at the helm. 
The harbor keeps in eye ; and afler much 
Of danger past, and many a praver rude. 
He runs her safely in — So was the man 
Of God, beset, so tossed by adverse winds \ 
And 80 his eye upon the land of life 
He kept. Virtue grew daily stronger, sin 
Decayed ; his enemies repulsed, retired ; 
1'ill at the stature of a perfect man 
In Christ arrived, and, with the Spirit filled^ 
He gained the harbor of eternal rest. 

^ But think not virtue else than dwells in God 
Essentially, was perfect, without spot. 
Examine yonder suns ! at distance seen. 
How bright they burn ! how gloriously they shine. 
Mantling the worlds around in beamy light ! 
But nearer viewed, we through their lustre see 
Some dark behbid : so virtue was on earth, 
So is in heaven, and so shall always be. 
Though good it seem, immaculate, and fair, 
Exceedingly to saint or angel's gaze, 
The uncreated Eye, that searches all. 
Sees it imperfect ; sees, but blames not ; sees. 
Well-pleased ; and best with those who deepest 

dive 
Into themselves, and know themselves the mott[: 
Taught thence in humbler reverence to bow 
Before the Holy One j and oftner view 
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His excellence, that in them still may rise. 
And grow his likeness, growing everraove. 

Nor think that any, bom of Adam's race, 
In his own proper virtue, entered heaven. 
Once fallen from God and perfect boUness^ 
No being, unassisted, e'er could rise, 
Or sanctify the sin- polluted soul. 
Oft was the trial made ; but vainly made : 
So ofl as men in Earth's best livery clad. 
However fair, approached the gates of heaven. 
And stood presented to the eye of God, 
Their impious pride so ofl his soul abhorred. 
Vain hope ! in patch- work of terrestrial grain. 
To be received into the courts above ; 
As vain, as towards yonder suns to soar 
On wing of waxen plumage melting soon. 

Look round, and those numbers infinite, 
That stand before the throne, and in their hands 
Palms waving high, as token of victonr 
For battles won — these are the sons of men 
Redeemed, the ransomed of the Lamb of God : 
All these, and millions more of kindred blood. 
Who now are out on messages of love — 
AH these — ^their virtue, beauty, excellence. 
And joy, are purchase of redeeming blood ; 
Their glory, bounty of redeeming love. 

- O love divine ! harp, lift thy voice on high ! 
Shout, angels ! shout aloud, ye sons of men ! 
And burn my heart with the eternal flame ! 
My lyre, be eloquent with endlcsss praise ' 
O love divine t immoasurable love * 
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Stooping from heaven to earth, from earth to ML 
Without begimiing, endless, boundless love ! 
Above all asking, giving far to those 
Who nought deserved, who nought deaerrod 

but death. 
Saving the vilest ! saving me I O lore 
Divine I O Saviour God I O Lamb, once shdn J 
At thought of Ihee, thy love, thy flowing blood. 
All thoughts decay ; all things remembered, fade ; 
All hopes return ; all actions done by men 
Or angels, disappear, absrobed and lost t 
W\ fly — as from the great white throne, which he, 
The prophet, saw, in vision wrapt — the heavens 
And earth, and sun, and moon, and starry host^ 
Confounded fled, and found a place no more. 

One glance of wonder, as we pass, deserve 
The books of Time. Productive was the world 
In many things ; but most in books : like swarms 
Of locusts, which God sent to vex a land 
Rebellious long, admonished long in vain. 
Their numbers they poured annually on maii« 
From heads conceiving still : perpetual birth ! 
Thou wonderest, how ihe world contained them 

alll 
Thy wonder stay: like men, this was their 

doom :— 
That dust they were, and should to dust return. 
And oft their fathers, childless and bereaved. 
Wept o'er their graves, when they themsdrei 

were-green ; 
And on them fell, as fell on every age. 
As on their authors fell, oblivious Night, 
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Which o*er the past lay darkling, heavy, atill. 
Impenetrable, motionless, and sad, 
Haying his dismal leaden plumage, stirred 
By no remembrancer, to show the men 
Who after came what was concealed beneath* 

The story-telling tribe alone, outrun 
All calculation far, and leil behind. 
Lagging, the swiftest numbers : dreadful, even 
To &ncy, was their nerer-ceasing birth ; 
And room had lacked) had not their life been 

short. 
Excepting some— their definition take 
Thou thus, expreat in gentle phrase, which 

. leaves 
Some truth behind : A Novel was a book 
Three-yolumed, and once read ; and oft cram- 
med fuU 
Of poisonous error, blackening every page ; 
And oftener still of trifling, second-hand 
Remark, and old, diseased, putrid thought ; 
And miserable ineident, at war 
With nature, with itself, and truth at war : 
Tet Qhantting stiU, the greedy reader on. 
Till done— he tried to recollect his thoughts. 
And nothing found, but dreaming emptiness. 
These, like ephemera sprung in a day. 
From lean and shallow soll^ brains of sand. 
And in a day ekpired : yet while they lived. 
Tremendous oft-times was the popular roar ; 
And cries of—Live for ever— etruck the skies. 

One kind alone remained, seen ihro^the gloomt 
And tttltea shadow of the past ; as lights 
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At intervals they shone, and brought the e^e. 

That backward travelled, upward, till arrived 

At him, who on the hills of Midian, sang 

The patient nkan of Uz ; and from the lyre 

Of angels, learned the early dawn of Time. 

Not light and momentary labor these. 

But disipline and self>denial long, 

And purpose staunch, and perseverance, asked. 

And energy that inspiration seemed. 

Composed of many thoughts, possessing each, 

Innate and underived vitality : 

Which baring fitly shaped, and well arranged 

In brotherly accord, they builded up— 

A stately superstructure, that, nor wind. 

Nor wave, nor shock of falling years could move ; 

Majestic and indissolubly firm ; 

As ranks of veteran warriors in the field ; 

Each by himself alone, and singly seen— • 

A tower of strength ; in massy phalanx knit. 

And in embattled squadron rushing on«- 

A sea of valor, dread I invincible ! 

Books of this sort, or sacred or profane, 
Which virtue helped, were titled not amiss,* 
The medicine of the mind : who read them, read 
Wisdom, and was refreshed ; and on his path 
Of pilgrimage with healthier step advanced. 

In mind, in matter, much was difficult 
To understand : but what in deepest night 
Retired ; inscrutable, mysterious, dark. 
Was evil ; God's decrees ; and deeds decreed, 
ReypoDsible, Why God, the just, and good, 
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Omnipotent and wise^ should suffer sin 
To rise. Why man was free, accountable ; 
Yet God foreseeing, overruling all. 
Where'er the eye could turn, whatever tract 
Of moral thought it toot, by reason's torch, 
Or Scripture^s led, before it still this mount 
Sprung up, impervious, insurmountable ; 
Above the human stature rising far ; 
Horizon of the mind — surrounding still 
The vision of the soul with clouds and gloom. 
Yet did they oft attempt to scale its sides, 
Anil gain its top. Philosophy, to climb 
With all her vigor, toiled from age to age ; 
From age to age, Theology, with all 
Her vigor, toiled j and vagrant fancy toiled. 
Not weak and foolish only, but the wise, 
Patient, courageous, stout, sound-headed men, 
Of proper discipline, of excellent wind, 
And strong of intellectual limb, toiled hard ; 
And oft above the reach of common eye 
Ascended far, and seemed well nigh the top ; 
But only seemed ; for still another top 
Above them rose, till giddy grown and mad. 
With gazing at these dangerous heighta of God, 
They tumbled down, and in their raving said. 
They o*er the summit saw : and some believed j 
Believed a lie ; for never man on earth, 
That mountain crossed, or saw its further side. 
Around it lay the wreck of many a Sage- 
Divine— Philosopher ; and many more 
Fell daily, undeterred by millions fallen ; 
Each wondering why he failed to comprehend 
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Ood, wid with ftnite meiisare infinite. 

To pass it, was no doubt desirable ; 

And few of any inteliectoal size* 

That did not sometime in their day attempt I 

But all in vain ; for as the distant hill, 

Which on the right, or left the traveller^ eye 

Bounds, seems advancing as he walks, and oft 

He looks, and looks, and thinks to pass ; but stiU 

It forward moves, and mocks his baffled sight, 

Till night descends and wraps the scene in gloom: 

So did this moral height the vision mock ; 

Sb lifted up its dark and cloudy head, 

Before the eye, and met it evermore. 

And some provoked — ^accused the righteous God* 

Accused of what? hear human boldness now ! 

Hear guilt, hear folly, madneas, all extreme ! 

Accused of what f the God of truth accused 

Of cruelty, injustice, wickedness ! 

Abundant sin ! Because a mortal mafif 

A worm at best of small capacity, 

With scarce an atom of Jehovah's works 

Before him, and with scarce an hour to look 

Upon them, should presume to censure God-*- 

The infinite and uncreated (God ! 

To sit in judgment— on Himself his works. 

His providence ! and try, accuse, condemn ! 

If there is aught, thought or to think, absurd. 

Irrational, and wicked, this is more — 

This most; the sin of devils, or of those 

To devils growing fast : wise men and good. 

Accused t^bemselves, not God; and put their 

hands 
'ipoD their mouths and in the dust adored. 
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The Christian's faith had many myiteriea tpik 
The uncreated holy Three in One ; 
DiTine incarnate ; human in divine ; 
The inward call i the sanctifying Dew. 
Coming unseen, unseen departing thence ; 
Anew creating all, and yet not beard ; 
CompeUing, yet not felt : — ^mysterious these ; 
Not that Jehovah to conceal them wished ^ 
Not Uiat religion wished : the Christian faith^ 
Unlike the timorous creeds of i>agan priests. 
Was frank, stood forth to view, invited all. 
To proved examine, search, investigate, 
Ana gave herself alight to see her by. 
Mysterious these — ^because too large for eye 
Of man, too long for human arm to mete. 

Go to yon mount, which on the north>8id« 

stand 
Of New Jerusalem, and lifls its head 
Serene in glory bright, except the hill, 
The Sacred HiU of God, whereon no foot 
Must tread, highest of all creation's walks, 
And overlooking all, in prospect vast, 
F rom out the ethereal blue — ^that clifi* ascend ; 
Gaze thence ; around thee look ; nought now im* 

pedes 
Thy view ; yet still thy vision, purified 
And strong although it be, a boundary meets. 
Or rather uiou wilt say, thy vision fails 
To gaze throughout illimitable space, 
Andfind the end of hifinite : ana so 
H was with all the mysteries of faith ; 
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GkMl Mt them forth unveiled to the rull gsee 
Of Man, and asked him to investigate ; 
But reason's eye, however purified, 
And on whatever tall, and goodly height 
Of observation placed, to comprehend 
Them fully sought in vain. In vain- seeks still ; 
But wiser now and humbler, she concludes 
From what she knows alreaidy of his love, 
All gracious, which she cannot understand ; 
And gives him credit, reverence, praise for all. 

Another feature in the ways of God, 
That wonderous seemed, and made some men 

complain. 
Was the unequal gift of worldly things. 
Great was the difference indeed of men 
Externally, from beggar to the prince. 
The highest take, and lowest — and conceive 
The scale between. A noble of the earth, 
One of its great, in splendid mansion dwelt; 
Was robed io silk and gold ; and every day 
Fared sumptuously ; was titled, honored, served, 
Thousands his nod awaited, and his will 
For law received : whole provinces his march 
Attended, and his chariot drew, or on 
Their shoulders bore aloll the precious man. 
Millions, abased, fell prostrate at his feet ; 
And nullions more thundered adoring praise. 
As far as eye could reach, he calW ^^ l<^nd 
His own, "and added yearly to his nelds. 
Like tree that of the soil took healthy root. 
He grew on every «de, and towered on high, - 
Andover half a nation shadowing wide, 
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He spretd h» ample baoghe: air, «Mtli» audi seti 
Nature entire, the brute, and rational, 
To please him ministered, and vied among 
Themselves, who roost should his desires prevent. 
Watching the moving of his rising thoughts 
Attentively, and hasting to fulfil. 
His palaoe rose and kissed the gorgeous. clouds : 
Streams bent their music to his will ; trees 9pmn|^ 
The native waste put on luxuriant robes , 
And plains of happy cottages cast out 
Their tenants, and became a hunting^field. 
Before him bowed the distant isles, with fruits 
And spices rare ; the south her treosurcs brought , 
The east and west sent j and the frfgid north 
Came with her offering of glossy furs. 
Musicians soothed his ear with airs select ; 
Beauty held out her arms ; and every man 
Of cunning skill, and curious device, 
And endless multitudes of liveried wights^ 
His pleasure waited with obsequious look. 
And when the wants of nature were supplied. 
And common-place cxtrayagnncc filled, 
Beyond their asking; and caprice itself, 
In all its zig-zag appetites, gorged fullj — 
The man, new wants, and new expenses planned: 
Nor jplanned alone : wise, learned, sober men. 
Of cogitation deep, took up his case 
And planncd^irhim new modes of folly wild : 
Contrived ^pPVl'ishes, wants, and wondrous 

means 
Of spending with despatch : yet aflcr all, 
His nelds extended still, hio riches grew, 
And wliat seemed splendor in5nite, increased. 
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So lavishly upon a single man 

Did Providence his bounties daily shower. 

Turn now thy eye, and look on poverty ! 
Look on the lowest of her ragged sons ! 
We find him by the way, sitting in dust ; 
He has 1)0 bread to eat, no tongue to ask ; 
No Umbs to walk ; no home, no house, no friend. 
Observe his goblin cheek ; bis wretched eye ; ' 
See how his hand, if any hand he has, 
f nvoUmtary opens, and trembles forth. 
As comes the traveller's foot : and hear his groan, 
His long and lamentable groan, announce 
The want that gnaws within : severely now, 
The sun scorches and burns his old bald head ; 
The frost now glues hitn to the chilly earth ; 
On him hail, rain, and tempest, rudely b^at ; 
And all the winds of heaven, in jocular mood, 
Sport with his withered rags, that« tossed abouti 
Display his nakedness to passers by, 
And grievously burlesque the human form. 
Observe him yet more narrowly : bis limbs 
With palsy shaken, about him blasted lie ; 
And all his flesh is full of putrid sores, 
And noisome wounds, bis bones of racking pains. 
Strange vesture this for an immortal soul ! 
Strango retinue to wait a lord of eurth ! 
It seems as Nature, in some surly mood. 
After debate and musing long, had tried, 
How vile and miserable thing her hand 
Could fabricate, then made this meagre man. 
A sight so full of perfect misery, 
That passengers their faces turned away. 
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And htsted to be gone : and delicate 
And tender women took another path. 

This great disparity of outward thin^ 
Taught many lessons ; but this taught m chief, 
Though learned by few : that God no value set, 
That man should none, on goods of worldly kind ( 
On transitory, frail, ezterniu things, 
Of migratory, ever chan^g sort. 
And further taught, that m the soul alone 
The thinking, reasonable, willing soul, 
God placed 9ie total excellence of man ; 
And meant him evermore to seek it there. 

But stnnger still the distribution seemed 
Of intellect; though fewer here complained ; 
Each with his share, upon the whole, content. 
One man there was,— and many such you might 
Have met — ^who never had a dozen thoughts 
In all his Ufa, and never changed their course ; 
But told them o'er, each in its 'customed place. 
From mom till night, from youth till hoary age. 
Little above the ox which grazed the field 
His reason rose : ao weak his memory, 
The name his mother called him by, he scarce 
Remembered ; and his iudgment so untaught, 
That what at evening played along the swamp, 
Fantastic, clad In robe of fiery hue. 
He thought the devil in disguise, and fled 
With quivering heart, and winged footsteps home. 
The ^rord philosophy he never heard, 
Or science ; never heard of liberty. 
Necessity; or laws of gravitation; 
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And neveT had an unbelieving doabc 
Beyond his native vale he never looked ; 
But thooffht the vitual line^ that girt him round. 
The worid's extreme: and thought the nhrir 

moon, 
That nightly o'er him led her virgin hosts 
No broader than his father's shield. He lived— 
Lived where his father lived — died where he died ; 
Lived happy, died happy, and was saved. 
But not surprised. He loved, and served his Gk>d. 

There was another, large of understanding, 
Of memory infinite, of judgment deep: 
Who knew all learning, and all science knew; 
And all phenomena in heaven and earth. 
Traced to their causes ; traced the labyrinhtv 
Of Ihouffht, association, passion, will ; 
And all uie subtile, nice affinities 
Of matter, traced ; its virtues, motions, Uw» ; 
And most familiarly and deepl^r talked 
Of Mental, moral, natural, aivine. 
Leaving the earth at will, he soared to heaven. 
And read the glorious visions of the skies ; 
And to the music of the rolling spheres 
Intelligently listened ; and gazed far back, 
Into the awful depths of Deity. 
Did all that mind assisted most could do ; 
And yet in misery lived, in misery died. 
Because he wanted holiness of heart. 

A deeper lesson this to mortals taught. 
And nearer cut the branches of their pride : 
That not in mental, but in moral worth, 

9 
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God, excellence placed ; and only to the good. 
To Tirtae granted happiness alone. 

Admire the goodness of Almighty God ! 
He riches gave, he intellectual strength 
To few, and therefore none commands to be, 
Or rich, or learned; nor promises reward 
Of peace to these. On aJI, He moral worth 
Bestowed ; and moral tribute asked from all. 
And who that could not pay? who born so poor, 
Of intellect so mean, as not to know 
What seemed the hest ; and knowing, might not 

do? 
At not to know what God and conscience bade ; 
And what they bade not able to obey ? 
And he, who acted thus, fulfilled the law 
Eternal, and its promise reaped of peace ; 
Found peace this way atone : who sought it else. 
Sought mellow grapes beneath the icy Pole, 
Sought blooming roses on the cheek of death. 
Sought substance in a world of fleeting shades. 

Take one example, to our purpose quite. 
A man of rank, and of capacious soul. 
Who riches had, and fame, beyond desire. 
An heir of flattery, to titles born, 
And reputation, and luxurious life : 
Yet, not content with ancestorial name, 
Or to be known because his fathers were. 
He on this height hereditary stood. 
And, gazing higher, purposed in his heait 
To tako another step. Above him seemed. 
Alone, the mount of song, the lofly seat 
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Of canonized barda j and thitherward, 

By nature taught, and inward meludy, 

In prime of youth, he bent his eagle eye. 

No cost was B|>ared. What books he wished, he 

read: 
What sage to hear, he heard ; what scenes to see, 
He saw. And first in rambling school-boy days, 
Britannia's mountain- walks, and heath-cirt lakes, 
And story-telling glens, and Ibunts, and brooks. 
And maids, as dew-drops pure and fair, his soul 
With grandeur filled, and melody, and love. 
Then travel came, and took him where he wished. 
He cities saw, and courts, and princely pomp j 
And mused alone on ancient mountain-brows ; 
And mused on battle-fields, where valor fought 
In other days ; and mused on ruins grey 
With years ; and drank from old and fabulous 

wells, 
Ajid plucked the vine that first-bom prophets 

plucked 
And mused on famous tombs, and on the wave 
Of Ocean mused, and on the desert waste ; 
The heavens and earth of every coantry saw. 
Where'er the tld inspiring Genii dwelt, 
Au«^ht that could rouse, expand, refine tbe sottA* 
Thither he went, and meditated there. 

He touched his harp, and nations nea<«« en* 
tranced. 
As some vast river of unfailing source, 
Rapid exhaustless, deep, his numbers flowed, 
And opened new fountains in the human heart. 
Where fancy halted, weary in her flight, 
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In other men, his fresh as mornings roie« 

And soared untrodden heights, and seemed at 

home, 
Where angels bashful looked. Others, tho* great. 
Beneath their argument seemed straggling 

whiles ; 
He from above descending, stooped to toueh 
The loftiest thought ; and proudly stooped, as tho* 
It scarce deserved his verse. With Natnre^s self 
He seemed an old acquaiutance, free to jest 
At will with all her glorious majesty. 
He laid his hand upon '*the Ocean's mane,* 
And played familiar with his hoary locks. 
Stood on the Alps, slcod on the Apennines, 
And with the thunder talked, as friend to friend ; 
And wove his garland of the lightning's wing, 
In sportive twist— the lightning's ftery wing. 
Which, as the footsteps of the dreadful God, 
Marching upon the storm in vengeance seemed — 
Then turned, and with the grasshopper, who sung 
His evening song, beneath his feet, conversed. 
Suns, moons, and stars, and clouds his sisters 

were ; 
Rocks, mountains, meteors, seas, and winds, and 

storms. 
His brothers— younger brothers, whom he scarce 
^^ «qaals deemed. All passions of all meo*- 
The wild and tame — ^the gentle and severe ; 
All thoughts, all maxims, sacred and profane ; 
An creeds ; all seasons. Time, Eternity ; 
All that was hated, and all that was dear ; 
All that was hoped, all that was leared by maBt 



TBE C0VSL8K OF TIME. 137 

He tossed about, as tempest, withered leaves, 

Then smiiing looked upon the wreck he made. 

With terror now he froze the cowering blood ; 

And now dissolved the heart in tenderness: 

Yet would not treinblo, would not weep himself. 

But back into his soul retired, alone, 

Dark, sullen, proud ; gazing contemptuously 

On hearts and passions prostrate at hu feet. 

So Ocean from the plains, his waves had late 

To desolation swept, retired in pride, 

Exulting in the glorv of his might. 

And seemed to mock the ruin he had wrought. 

As some fierce comet of tremendous size. 
To which the stars did reverence, as it passed ; 
So he through learning, and through fiincy took 
His flight sublime ; and on the loftiest top 
Of Fame*8 dread mountain sat : not soiled, and 

worn. 
As if he from the earth had labored up ; 
But as some bird of heavenly plumage fair. 
He looked,which down from higher regions came. 
And perched it there, to see what lay beneath. 

The nations gazed, and wondered_ much, and 

praised; 
Critics before him fell in humble plight; 
Coolbunded fell ; and made debasing signs 
To catch his eye ; and stretched, and swelled 

themselves 
To bursting nigh, to utter bulky words 
Of admiration vast: and many too, 
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Many that aimed to imitate his flighty 

With weaker wing, unearthly flattering made, 

And gaire abundant sport to after days. 

Great man ! the nations g;azed, and wondered 

much, 
And praised : and many called his evil good 
Wits wrote in favor of his wickedness ; 
And kings to do him honor took delight. 
Thus full of titles, flattery, honor, fame ; 
Beyond desire, beyond ambition full,— 
He died — he died of what? Of wretchedness, 
Drank every cup of joy, heard every trump 
Of fame ; drank early, deeply drank ; drank 

draughts 
That common millions might have quenched'- 

then died 
Of thirst, because there was no more to drink. 
His eoddess, Nature, wooed, embraced, enjoyed, 
Fell from his arms, abhorred : his passions died. 
Died, all but dreary, solitary Fride ; 
And all his symnathies in being died. 
As some ill-guiaed bark, well built and tall, 
lYhich angry tides cast out on desert shore, 
And then, retiring, left it there to rot ' 
And moulder in the winds and rains of heaven; 
So he, cut from the sympathies of life. 
And cast ashore from pleasure's boisterous surge, 
A wandering, weary, worn, and wretched thing. 
Scorched, and desolate, and blasted soul, 
A gloomy wilderness of dying thought,-— 
Repined, and groaned, and withered from the 

earth. 
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His groanings filled the land, his numben fillad • 
And yet he seemed ashamed to groan :— Poor 

man ! — 
Ashamed to ask, and yet he needed help. 

Proof this, beyond all lingering of doubt, 
That not with natural or mental wealth, 
Was God delighted, or his peace secured ; 
That not in natural or mental wealth, 
Was human happiness or grandeur found. 
Attempt how monstrous, and how surely vain I 
With things of earthly sort, with aught but God, 
With aught but moral excellenco, truth, and love 
To satisfy and fill the immortal soul! 
Attempt, vain inconceivably ! attempt, 
To satisfy the Ocean with a drop, 
To marry Immortality to Death, 
And with the unsubstantial Shade of Time, 
To fill tlie embrace of all Eternity 
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BOOK V. 



AlTALTBIS OF B00X» V. 

Actions done in time live in Eternity. 

Men may be absolved from tlie consequence of sin, but 
the evil deed, altlio* not imputed, remains a dark epot 
on the annals of the past. 

Triie happiness was within the reach of all ; and that, 
which was Joy to one, was misery to another. 

True happiness always accompanied duty. 

Among the contributions to happiness were, the bliss and 
jayn of childhood, of maternal affection, of youthful 
love, and of friendship ; tlie study of nature ; recol- 
lections of the past ; anticipations of the future, rejmse 
afler labor, and even grief afforded Joys. 

From whatever sourcee men experienced Joy, the pious 
enjoyed the same in the highest degree. 

Of tlie Mlllannium, the thousand years of Messiah^s reign, 
foretold by the prophets, preceded by the conflict be- 
tween Truth and error. 
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course; of time. 



BOOK V. 



Praise God, ye ser?ants of the Lord! praise 
God, 
Ye angels strong ! praise God, ye sons of men ! 
Praise him who made, and who redeemed your 

souls ; 
Who gave you hope, reflection, reason, will ; 
Minds that can pierce eternity remote. 
And live at once on future, present, past ; 
Can speculate on systems yet to make. 
And back recoil on ancient days of Time. 
Of Time, soon past ; soon lost among the shades 
Of buried years. Not so the actions done 
In Time, the deeds of reasonable men ; 
As if engraven with pen of iron grain, 
And laid in flinty rock, they stand unchanged, 
Written on the various pages of the past : 
If good, in rosy characters of love; 
If bad, in letters of vindictive Are. 
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God may foi^ire, but cannot blot them out. 
Systems b^g^in, and end ; eternity 
Rolls on his endless years ; and men absoWed 
By mercy from the consequence, forget 
The evil deed ; and God imputes it not : 
But neither systems aiding, nor begun ; 
Eternity that rolls his endless years, 
Nor men absolved, and sanctified, and washed 
By mercy from4he consequence ; nor yet 
Forgetfulness ; nor God imputing not, 
Can wash the guilty deed once done, from out 
The &ithful annals of the past ; who reads, 
And many read, there finds it, as it was. 
And 18, and shall forever be— a dark, 
Unnatoral and loathly moral spot. 

The span of Time was short indeed ; and now 
Three-fourths were past, the last begun, and on ] 
Careering to its dose, which soon we sing : 
But first our promise we redeem, to tell 
The joys of Time— her joys of native growth ; 
And briefly must, what longer tale deserves. 

Wake, dear remembrances ! wake childhoood- 

days! 
Loves, friendships, wake ! and wake thou morn, 

and even! 
Sun ! with thy orient locks ; night, moon, and 

stars! 
And thou, celestial bow ! and all ye woods, 
And hills, and vales ; first trode in dawning life ! 
And hours of holy musing, wake ! wake, earth ! 
And smiling to remembrance, come ; and brings 
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For thou caDst bring;, meet argument for lODg 
Of heavenly harp ; meet hearing^ for the ear 
Of heavenly auditor, exalted hig;b. 

God gave much peace on earth, much holy joy: 
Oped fountains of perennial ipring, whence flow- 
ed 
Abundant happiness to all who wished 
To drink : not perfect bliss ; that dwells with tu. 
Beneath the eyelids of the Eternal One, 
And sits at his right hand alone : but such. 
As well deserved the name — abundant joy 
Pleasures, on which the memory of saints 
Of highest glory, still delights to dwell. 

It was, we own, subject of much debate. 
And worthy men stood on opposinz sides. 
Whether the cup of mortal life bad more 
Of Bour or sweet. Vain question this, when asked 
In general terms, and worthy to be left 
Unsolved. If most was sour, the drinker, not 
The cup, we blame. Each in himself the means 
Possessed to turn the bitter sweet, the sWeet 
To bitter. Hence from out the self-same fount, 
One nectar drank, another draughts of gall. 
Hence, from the self-same quarter of the sky, 
One saw ten thousand angels look and smile ; 
Another saw as many demons frown. 
One discord heard, where harmony mclined 
Another's ear. The sweet was in the taste, 
The beautv in the eye, and in the ear 
The melody ; and in the man, — for God 
I*Cecessity of sinningJaid on none,— 
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To form tho taste, to purify the eye. 
And tune the ear, that all he tasted, saw, 
Or heard, might be harmonious, sweet, and fair. 
Who would, might groan ; who would, might siflig 
for joy. 

Nature lamented little. Undevoured* 
By spurious appetites, she found enough. 
Where least was found ; with gleanings satisfied^ 
Or crumbs, that from the hand of luxury fell ; 
Yet seldom these she ate, but ate the bread 
Of her own industry, made sweet by toil ; 
And walked in robes that her own hand had span; 
And slept on down her early rising bought. 
Frugal and diligent in business, chaste 
And abstinent, she stored for helpless ag^ 
And, keeping in reser\'e her spring-day nealih, 
And dawning relishes of life, she drank 
Her evening cup with excellent appetite ; 
And snw her eldest sun decline, as fair 
As. rose her earliest mom, and pleased as well. 

' Whether in crowds or solitudes, in streets 
Or shady groves, dwelt Happiness, it seems 
In vain to ask ; her nature makes it vain, 
Tho' poets much, and hermits talked and sung 
Of brooks, and crystal founts, and weeping dewi^< 
And Myrtle bowers, and solitary vale ; 
And with the nymph made assignations there; 
And wdoed her with tho love*sick oaten reed ; 
And sa^cs too, although less positive, 
AdiFisea their sons to court her in the shade. 
Delirious babble all! Was happiness. 
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Was wlf'approving, God-approving joy, 
In drops or dew» however puro ? in gales, 
However sweet? in wells, liowever clear? 
Or groves, however thick with verdant shade ? 

True, these were of themselves exceeding fair 2 
How fair at mom aod even ! worthy the wuk 
Of loftiest mind ; and gave, when all within 
Was right, a feast of overflowing bliss. 
But were the occ€ision, not the cause of joy : 
They waked the native fountains of the soul. 
Which slept before ; and stirred the holy tides 
Of feeling up; giving the heart todrmk 
From its own treasures, draughts of perfect sweeL 

The Christian faith, which better knew the 
heart 
Of man — ^him thither sent for peace ; and thus 
Declared : Who finds it, let bim find it there : 
Who finds it not, for ever let him seek 
In vain : 'tis God's most holy, changeless will. 

True happiness had no localities ; 
No tones provincial ; no peculiar garb. 
Where duty went, she went: with justice went; 
And went with meekness, charity, and love. 
Where'er a tear was dried ; a wounded heart 
Bound up ; a bruised spirit with the dew 
Of sympathy anointed ; or a pang 
Of honest Suffering soothed ; or injury 
Repeated ofl, as ofl by love forgiven ; 
Where'er an evil passion was subdued, 
Or Virtue's feeble embers fanned; where'er 
A sin was heartily abjured, and lefl ; 
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Where'er a pious act was done, or breathed 
A (nova prayer, or wished a pious wish*^ 
There was a high and holy place, a spot 
Of saered ligh^ a most reli^ous fane. 
Where Happiness, descending, sat and smiled. 

But these apart. In sacred memory lives 
The mom of me ; first mom of endless days. 
Most joyful mom ! nor yet for nought the joy : 
A being of eternal date coramencM ; 
A younff immortal then was bora; and who 
Slnll tell what strange variety of bliss 
Burst on the infant soul, when first it looked 
Abroad on God's creation fair, and saw 
The glorious earth, and glorious heaven, and face 
Of man sublime 7 and saw all new, and felt 
All new ? when thought awoke ; thought never 

more 
To sleep? when first it saw, heard, reasoned, 

willed; 
And triumphed in the warmth of conscious life 7 

Nor happy only ; but the cause of joy. 
Which those who never tasted always mourned.- 
What tongue 7 no tongue shall tell what bliss 

o'erflowed 
The mother's tender heart, while round her hung 
The offspring of her love, and lisped her name; 
As living jewels dropt unstained from heaven. 
That muTe her fairer far, and sweeter seem. 
Than every ornament of costliest hue. 
And who hath not been ravished, as she 
With all her playful band of little ones. 
Like Luna, with her daughters of the sKj 
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. ..«M.».6 in matron niijeflCT And jffteeT 
■C^ All wIk> had heart*, hare pleasure (bund : mud olt 
f ' Have I, when tired with heavy taik, for taakt. 
Were heavy in the world below, rehtzed 

fMj weary thoughts among then: gailtless sports; 
And led toem by their little hands afield ; 

% And watched them run and crop the teroptmf 

\ flower 

Which oft, unasked, they brought me, and bof, 

towed 
With snul'mg &ce, that waited for « look 
Of praise,— 4nd answered emrious ^uestioni^ pa*' 
In much simplicitT, but ill to solve ; 

• And heard their observations sCraqjge apid now, 

p And settled whiles their little quarrels^ soon 
Ending in neaee, and soon forgot in hnre. 
And still I looked upon their lovelinesB : 
And sought through nature for similitudes 
Of perfect beauty, innocenee, and bliss^ 
Ana fairest imagery around me thronged j 
Dew-drops at day-spring on a seraph's locks 
Roses that bathe about the well of life, 
Younff Loves, young Hopes, dancing on Moniinff 

cheek. 
Gems leaping in the coronet of love! 
So beaoUlul, so full of life, Aey seemed 
As made entire of beams of ang^els* eyes. 
Gay, guileless, sportive, lovely, little thmgs! 
Flaying around Uie den of Sorrow, dad 
In smiUs, believing in their fairy hopesi, ^ 
And thinking man and woman true ! all joy, 
Happy all day, and happy all the night ! 

10 
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Hail, holy loT6t th^i|voidtbat«iim8«li1blig0y 
ig¥M and rec0iv«s all blin^ fplkert when most 
Tbougivest! ffumg-beadofallfelidty, 
Deepest wbea moet is dnmn I emblem of God ! 
O'erflowing mosit when greMest numbers drink ! 
Essence that binds the micreated Three, 
Chain that unites creation to its Lord, 
Centre to which all being gravitates, 
StcmJ, evergrowing, hajpfj Loye ! 
Enduring all, hoping, for^giving all ; 
Instead of Ifiw, iuUUttg every law ; 
Entirely hlesfj because thou seekest no morej 
Hopest not;, no' f^^ni} but on the present hTestj, 
Anq bpldtt,perfia^B smilinff in thy arinSf 
Mysterious, n][finite,exhausttess Lovet 
On earth uyaterious, and myslenoas still 
In heaven; sweet chord, that harmonizes all 
The ham of I'aradiQe ! the spring, the well. 
That fills the bowl and banquet of the sky ! 

But why AiovM I to thee of Love divine ? 
Who happyi and not eloqpent pf Love ? 
Whp holy, and, as thou art, pure, and not 
A teinple where her glory ever dwells, 
Where burn her fires, and beams hey perfect cy©? 

Kindred to this, part of his holy flame, 
Was youthful love— the sweetest boon of Earth. 
Hail, Lov«I first Lo^e, Ihpu wcqrd that sums aH 

bliss ! 
The sparkling crpam pf all Time^ blessednesf, 
^he silken down of happiness complete I 
Pjsccrner pf the ripest grapes of joy, 
8n^ pi^%T^i and s^lepted with her hand, 
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AH fineet r^M^ea, mU fiureat ogbtt, 

An rarest odors, all divinest sounds. 

All thoughts, all feelings dearest to the soul; 

And brought the holy mixture home, and filled 

The heart with all superlatives of bliss. 

But, who would that expound, which words tran* 

scends, 
Must talk in vun. Behold a meeting scene 
Of early love, and thence infer its worth. 

It was an ere of Autumn's holiest mood. 
The corn fields, bathed In Cynthia's silver Ugbt, 
Stood ready for the reaper's gathering hand ; 
And all the Winds slept soundly. Nature seemed 
In silent contemplation, to adore 
Its Maker. Now and then, the aged leaf 
Fell from its fellows, rustling to the ^und ; 
And, as it fell, bade man thmk on his end. 
On vale and lake, on wood and mountain high 
With pensive wing outspread, sat heavenly 

Thought, 
Conversing with itself. Vesper looked forth. 
From out her western hermitage, and smiled ; 
And up the east, unclouded, rcrae the Mooi| 
With all her Stars,gazin£ on earth intense^ 
As if she saw some wonder walking there. 

Such was the night-^eo lovely, still, serene; 
When, by a hermit thorn that on the hill 
Had seen a hundred flowery ages pass, 
A damsel kneeled to ofier up her prayer ; 
Her prayer nightly ofiered, nightly heard. 
This i^ncieint Uiorn had been &e meeting pluce 
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Of love, before his country's voice had called 

The ardent youth to fields of honor far 

Beyond the wave. And hither now repaired, 

Nightly, the maid ; by God's all seeing eye 

Seen only, while she sought this boon alone t— 

Her lover's safety, and his quick return. 

In holy, humble attitude she kneeled ; 

And to her bosom , fair as moon-beam, pressed ^ 

One hand, the other lifted up to heaven ; ' 

Her eye upturned, bright as the star of mom, 

As violet meek, excessive ardor streamed. 

Wafting away her earnest heart to Qod. 

Her vqice scarce uttered ; soft as Zephvr sighs 

On nloming lily's cheek ; tho' soft and low — 

Yet heard m heaven, heard at the mercy-seat. 

A tear dropt wandered on her lovely face ; 

It was a tear of faith, and holy fear, 

Pure as the drops that hang at dawning time, 

On vender willows by the stream of li^ 

On her the moon looked steadfastly, the stars. 

That cude nightly round the eternal throne, 

Glanced down, well pleased ; and everlasting leva 

Gave gracious audience to her prayer sincere. 

O had her lover seen her thus alone. 
Thus holy, wrestling thus, and all for him ! . ^ 

Nor did he net : for oft-times Providence, 
With unezp^ted joy and fervent prayer 
Of faith surprised : — retiumed from long delay. 
With glory crowned of righteous actions won. 
The sacred thorn to memory dear, first sought 
The youth, and found it at the happy hour. 
Just when the damsel kneeled herself to pray. i 
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Wrapt iadevotioDy pleading with her God^ 
She saw him Dot, heard not his foot approach. 
All holy images seemed to impure 
To emblem her he saw. A seraph kneeled, 
Beseeching for his ward, before the throne. 
Seemed fittest, pleased him best. Sweet was 

the thought ; 
But sweeter still the kind remembrance came. 
That she was flesh, and blood, formed for himself. 
The plighted partner of his future life. 
And as they met, embraced, and sat embowered 
In woody chambers of the starry nights- 
Spirits of love about them ministered. 
And God approving, blessed the holy joy. 

Nor unremembered is the hour when friends 
Met ; friends but few on earth, and therefore 

dear. 
Sought oft, and sought almost as oft in vain : 
Yet always sought ; so native to the heart. 
So much desir^, and coveted by all. 
Nor wonder thou— thou wonder'st not, nor 

need^st : 
Much beautiful, and excellent, and fair 
Was seen beneath the sun : but nought was seen 
More beautiful^ or excellent, or fail , 
Than face of faithful friend ; fairest when seen 
In dark^t day. And many sounds were sweet. 
Most ravishing, and pleasant to the c-ar ; 
But sweeter none than voice of iaithful friend ; 
Sweet always, sweetest heard in loudest storm* 
Some I remember, and will ne'er forget ; 
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My early friends, friends of my eyil day ; 
Friends in my mirth, friends in my misery too i 
Friends given by God in mercy and in love ; 
My counsellors, my comforters, and guides ; 
My joy in grief, my second bliss in joy ; 
Companions of my young desires ; in doubt, 
My oracles, my wings in high pursuit. 
O, i remember, and will ne'er forget, 
Our meeting spots, our chosen sacred hours , 
Our burning words, that uttered all the soul ; 
Our faces beaming with unearthly love ; — 
Sorrow with sorrow sighing, hope with hope 
Exulting, heart embracing heart entire. 
As birds of social feather helping each 
His fellow's flight, we soared into the skies. 
And cast the clouds beneath our feet, and earth« 
With all her tardy leaden* footed cares. 
And talked the speech, and ate the food of heaven. 
These I remember, these selected men ; 
And would their names record — ^but what avails 
My mention of their name : before the throne 
They stand illustrious 'mong the loudest harps. 
And will receive thee glad, my friend and their*. 
Forall are friends in heaven ; all faithful friends; 
And many friendships in the days of Time 
Begun, are lasting here, and growing still : 
80 grows ours evermore, both theirs and mine« 

Kor is the hour of lonely walk forgot. 
In the wide desert, where the view was large. 
Pleasant were many scenes, but most to me 
The solitude of vast extent, un^uched 
By hand of art, where nature sowed, herseli^ 
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And reaped her eropt;— ^whose guttieiits wtrfe 

the douda ; 
Whose minstrels, brooks ; whose Umps, tiM noea 

and stars ; 
, ^ Whose organ-oheir, tiM veioe of UMaqs waters 9 
.^. Whose banquets, monung dews ; whflM borMiy 

storms ; 
Whose warriors, mighty winds; whole lo?«fft« 

flowers ; 
Whose orators, the thonderfoolts of Ood-; 
Whose palaees, the everlastii^ hills ; 
Whose ceiling, hearen's unfathomable blue; 
And from whose rocky turrets battled higb^ 
Prospect immense spread out on all sides round ; 
Lost now between the welkin and the main. 
Now i^alled with hills that slept above the storni. 

Most fit was such a fdace for musing men j 
Happiest sometimes when mmsing wiSniit sJni. 
It was indeed a wondrous sort of blisi 
The lonely bard enjoyed, whea forth he ValkBd 
Unpurposed; stood, and knew Bdt.wiqr; *nt 

down. 
And knew not where ; arose, and knew not when ; 
Had eyes, and saw not ; ears, and nothing heard ; 
And sought — sought neither heaven nor earth-^ 

sought nought. 
Nor meant to think; but ran, meantime, thro* 

yast 
Of visionary things, fairer than aught 
That was ; and saw the distant tops of thoughtiy 
Which men of common stature never saw. 
Greater than aught tb'Bt largest words coidd hotdj^ 
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Or giT# idea of, to (boM who jread* 

Ho ontored in to Natttre's holy plftoe« 

Her iMter chemhert and beheld her face 

Unveiled ; and heard unutterable things. 

And ioeomaMimoKble viaions saw : — 

Thiogi then unutterable, and visions then 

Of ineommunioable glory bright ; 

Bat by the lipe of af&r ages formed -jl 

To words, or by their jpencil pictured forth : ^ 

Who entering farther m beheld again. 

And heard nnspeakable and marvellous things, 

Whieh other ages in their turn revealed ; 

And Urfi to others, greater wonders stilL 

The earth abounded much in silent wastes ; 
Nor yet is heaven without its solitudes. 
Else mcomplete in bliss, whither who w31 
May oft retire, and meditate alone. 
Of Uod, redemption, holiness, and love : 
Nor needs to fear a setting son, or haste 
Uin home firam rainy tempest unforseen ; 
Or, lii^bing/leave his thoughts for want of time 

But whatsoever was both good and fair. 
And highest relish of enjoyment gave, j 

In intellectual exercise was found : 
When gazing through the future, present, past, 
loq^ired, thought linked to thought, barmonioui 

flowed 
In poetry — the lofliest mood of mind ; 
Or when philosophy the reason led 
Deep thro' the outward circumstance of things; 
And saw the vaaster wheels of Nature move ; ^ 
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And travelled ftr along the e&dleaa line 
Ofoertain, and of probable; and made. 
At everjr step, some new discovery, 
That gave the soul sweet sense of larger room. 
High these pursuits— end sooner to be named 
Deserved ; at present only named ; again 
To be resumed, and praised in longer verse. 

Abundant and diversified above 
All number, were the sources of delight ; 
As infinite as were the lips that dranh ; 
And to the pure, all innocent and pure ; 
The simplest still to wisest men the best. 
One made acquaintanceship with plants and 

flowers. 
And happy grew in telling all their names. 
One classed the quadrupra ; a third the fowb $ 
Another found in minerals his )oy. 
And I have seen a man, a worthy man, 
In happy mood eonversinf with a fly ; 
And as he through his' glass, made by himself, 
Beheld its wondrous eye, and plumage fine, 
From leajnng scarce he kept for perfect joy. 

And from, my path, I with my friend have tur- 
ned, 
A man c^ excellent mind, and excellent heart. 
And climbed the neighboring hilU with ardioas 

step, 
Fetching from distant cairn, or from the earth 
Digging with labor sore, the ponderous stone. 
Which, haring carried to the highest top, 
We downward rolled ; and as it strove at first 
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With obB«cl€« that seemed to match its force. 
With feeble crooked motion to and fro 
Wavering, he looked with interest most wtentfa^ 
And prayed almost ; and as it gathered strength. - 
And straightened the cttirent of it» funoua flow- 
Exalting in the swiftness of its course, 
And rising now with rainbow^bound immeoce. 
Leaped down careering oe'r the Bubject plain, 
He clapped his hands in sign of boundless bliss ; 
And laughed and talked, well paid for all hw tod : 
And when at night the story was rehearsed. 
Uncommon glory kindled in his eye. 

And there wew too-harp ! lift thy voice on high, 
And run in rapid numbers o'er the face 
Of Nature's scenerjr— and there were day 
And nig^ ; and ri«ng suns, and setting sups $ 
And clouds, that seemed like chariots of saints. 
By fiery coursers drawn— as brightly hued, 
As if the glorious, bushy, golden locks 
Of thousand Cherubim, bad been shorn o^ 
And on the temples hung of morn an^/^®"; 
And there were moons, and stars, and darkness 

streaked 
With light J and voice and tempest heard secure. 
And there were seasons coming evermore, < 
And going still, all fair, and always new, 
With bloom, and fruit, and fields of hoary grain* 
And there were hills of flock, and grovea ofeong ; 
And flowery streams, and garden walks emhow^ 

ered. 
Where side by side the rose and lily bloomed. 
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And sacred founts, wild harps, and moonlight 

glens ; 
And forests vast, fair lawns, and lonely oaks j 
And little willows sipping at the brook : 
Old wizard haunts, and dancing seats of mirth ; 
Gay festive bowef^, and palaces in dust i 
Dark owlet nooks, and caves, and battled rocks ; 
And windine valties, roofd with pendant shade ; 
And tall, and perilous cUfis, that overlooked 
The breadth of ocean, sleeping on his waves. 
Sounds, sights, smells, tastes; the heaven and 

earth, profuse 
In endless sweets, above all praise of song : 
For not to use alone did Providence 
Abound, but large example gave to man 
Of grace, and ornament, and splendor rich ; 
Suited abundantly to every taste. 
In bird, beast, fish, winged and creeping thing i 
In herb and flower ; and in the restless change. 
Which on the many-colored sea^ns made 
The annual circuit of the fruitful earth. 

Nor do I aught of earthly sort remember,— 
If partial feeling to my native place 
Lead not my lyre astray,*— of turer view, 
And comelier walk, than the blue mountain*paths^ 
And snowy cliffs of Albion renowned ; 
Albion, an isle long blest with gracious laws. 
And gracious kings, and favored much of Heaven; 
Though yielding ofl penurious gratitude. 
Nor do I of that isle remember aught 
Of prospect more sublime and beautiful. 
That Scotia's nothern battlement of hiUs^ 
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Which im I fiwm my father's houae beheld, 
At dawn of life : beloved in memory still ; 
And standard still of nural imagery : 
What most resembles them, the fairest seems, 
And stirs the eldest sentiments of bliss ; 
And pictured on the tablet of my heart, 
Their distant shapes eternally remain, 
And in my dreams their doudy tops arise. 

' Much of mj native scenery appears. 
And pressea forward to be in my song ; 
But must not now : for much behind awaits 
Of higher note. Four trees I pass not by, 
Which o*er our house their evening shadow threw: 
Three ash, and one of elm : tall trees they were, 
And old ; and had been old, a century 
Before my day : none living could say ought 
About their youth ; but they were goodly trees : 
And oft I wondered, as I sat and thought 
Beneath their summer shade, or in the night 
Of winter, heard the spirits of the wind 
Growling among their boughs, — ^how they had 

grown 
So high, in such a rough tempestuous place : 
And when a hapless branch, torn by the blast. 
Fell down, I mourned, as if a friend had fallen. 

These I distinctly hold in memory still, 
And all the desert scenery around. 
Nor strange, that recollection there should dwell. 
Where first 1 heard of God^s redeeming love ; 
First felt and reasoned, loved and was beloved. 
And first awoke the harp to holy song 
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To hoar and green there was enough of joy. 
Ho()es, friendships, charities, and warm pursoit. 
Gave oomlbrtable flow to youthful blood 
And there were old remembrances of days, 
When on the glittering dews of orient life, 
Shone sunshine hopes— unfailed, unperjured 

then: 
And there were childish sports, and school-boy 

feats. 
And schooUboy sports, and earnest tows of lore. 
Uttered, when passion^s boisterous tide ran high ; 
Sincerely uttered, though but seldom kept s 
And there were angel looks ; and sacred hows 
Of rapture ; hours that in a moment passed* 
And yet were wished to last for evermore : 
And venturous exploits ; and hardy deeds ;• 
And bargains shrewd, achieved in manhood's 

prime; 
And thousand recollections, gay and sweet, 
Which^ as the old and venerable man 
Approached the grave, around him, smiling flock* 

ed; 
And breathod new ardor through his ebbing 

veins ; 
And touched his lips with endless eloquence ; 
And cheered, and much refreslied his withered 

heart. 

Indeed, each thing remembered, all but guilt. 
Was pleasant, and a ctmstant source of joy. 
Nor lived the old on memory alone. 
He in his children lived a second life ; 
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With tbem again took root ; sprang with their 

hopes; 
Entered into their schemes ; partook their fears ; 
Jjaughed in their mirth ; and in their g;ain grew 

rich. 
And sometimes on the eldest cheek was seen 
A smile as hearty as on face of yonth, 
That saw in prospect sunny hopes invite, 
Hope's pleasures — sung to harp of sweetest note : 
Harp, heard with rapture oa Britannia's hills ; 
With rapture heard by me, in mom of life. 

Nor small the joy of rest to mortal men ; 
Rest after labor ; sleep approaching soft. 
And wrapping all the weary faculties 
In sweet repose. Then Fancy, unrestrained 
By sense or judgment, strange confusion made. 
Of future, pt^ent, past ; combining things 
Unseemly, things unsociable in Nature, 
In most absurd communion, laughable, 
Tho' sometimes vexing sore the slumbering sonU 
Sporting at will, she thro' her airy halls— 
With moon-beams paved, and canopied with 

stars, 
And tapestried with marvellous imagery. 
And shapes of glory, infinitely fair. 
Moving and mixing in most wondrous dance- 
Fantastically walked ; but pleased so well, 
That ill she liked the judgment's voice severe, 
Which called her home when noisy morn awoke. 
And oft she sprang beyond the bounds of Time, 
On her swift pinion lifting up the souls 
Of righteous inen, on high, to God, and beaTen« 
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Where they beheld uoutterable Unnga ; 
And heard the g^lorious.musfc of the blest, 
Cirdiag the throoe of the Eternal Three j 
And with the spirits unincamate took 
Celestial pastime, on the hills of God ; 
Forgetful of the gloomy pass between. 

Some dreams were useless — moved by turpid 
course 
Of animal disorder , not so all : 
Deep moral lessons some impressed, that nought 
Could afterwards deface. And oft in dreams. 
The master passion of the soul displayed 
His ht^e den>rmity, concealed by day — 
Warning the sleeper to beware, awake. 
And oft in dreams, the reprobate and vile^ 
Unpardonable sinner-His he seemed 
Toppling upon the perilous edge of Hell— 
Jn dreadful apparitioni saw before 
His vision pass, the shadowa of the dammed ; 
And saw the glare of hollow, cursed eyes, 
Spring from the skirts of the infernal night ; 
An^ saw the souls of wieked men, newdeid, 
By devils hearsed into the fiery gulf; 
And heard the burning of the endless ilames ; 
And heard the weltering of the waves of wrath | 
And son^etimes, too, before his fancy, passed 
The Worm that never dies, writhing its folds 
In hideous sort, and with eternal Death 
Held horrid colloquy ; giving the wretch 
Unweloqme earnest of the wo to come. 
But these we leave, as unbefitting song, 
Tlijit promised l^appy narmtive of joy.. 
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But what of aU the joys of earth was moft 
Of native growth, most proper to the soil — 
Not elsewhere known, in worlds that never fell--- 
Was joy that sprung from disappointed wo. 
The joy in grief; the pleasure after pain ; 
Fears tumml to hopes ; meetings expected not ; 
Deliverances from dangerous attitudes ; 
Better for worse ; and best sometimes for worst ; 
And all the seeming ill, endine in ^ood — 
A sort of happiness composed, which none 
Has had experience of^ but mortal man. 
Yet not to be despised. Look back, and one 
Behold, who would not cive her tear for all 
3'be smiles that dance about the cheek #f Mirth. 

Among the tombs she walks at noon of night. 
In miserable garb of widowhood. 
Observe her yonder, siekly, pale, and sad. 
Bending her wasted body o'er the grave 
Of him who was the husband of her youth, 
llie moon>beams trembling thro* these ancient 

yews 
That stand like ranks of mourners round the bed 
Of death, fall dismally upon her &ce ; 
Her little, hoUow, withered ftice, almost 
Invmble— so worn away with wo : 
The tread of hasty foot, passing so late. 
Disturbs her not; nor vet the roar of mirth, 
From neighboring revelry ascending loud. 
She hears, sees nought; fears nought ; one thought 

alone 
Fills all her heart and soul ; half hoping, half 
Kemembering, sad, unutterable thought ! 
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Uttered by eilence, and by tears.eloae. 
Sweet tears ! the awful language, eloquent 
Of infinite aiTection ; far too big 
For words. She sheds not many now : that grat8| 
Which springs so rankly o'er the dead, has drtuik 
Already many showers of grief: a drop 
Or twaare all that now remain behind, 
And from her eye, that darts strange fiery beamii 
At dreary intervals, drip down her cheek, 
Falling most mournfully from bone to bone. 
But yet she wants not tears : that babe, Uiathangv 
Upon her breast, that babe that never saw 
Its father — ^he was dead before its births- 
Helps her to weep, weeping before its time ; 
Taught sorrow by the mother's melting voice, 
Repeating oft the father's sacred name. 
Be not surprised at this expense of wo ! 
The man she mourns was all she called her own : 
The music of her ear, light of her eye ; 
Desire of all her heart ; her hope, her fear : 
The element in which her passions lived— 
Dead now, or dying; all. Nor long shall she 
Visit that place of skulls : night after night, 
She wears herself away : the moon-beam now. 
That falls upon her unsubstantial firame, 
Scarce finds obstruction ; and upon her boneiy 
Barren as leafless boughs in winter-time. 
Her infant fastens his little hands, as of^ 
Forgetful, she leaves him, while unheld. 
But look, she passes not away in gloom : 
A light from far illumes her face ; a light 
That comes beyond the moon, beyond the siut' 
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1'be light of truth divine ; the glorious hope 

Of resurrectioo at the promised moroy 

Asd meetings then which ne'er shall part again. 

Indulge another note of kindred tone, 
Where grief was mixed with melancholy joy. 

Our sighs were nunvarousy and profuse oar 

tears; 
for she, we lost, was lovely, and we loved 
Her much : fresh in our memory, as fresh 
As yesterday, is yet the day she died. 
It was an April day ; and blithely all 
The youth of nature leaped beneath the sun. 
And promised glorious manhood ; and our hearts 
Were glad, and round them danced the light 

some blood, 
In healthy merriment — ^when tidings came, 
A child was bom ; and tidings came again. 
That she who gave it birth was sick to death* 
So swift trod sorrow on the heels of joy ! 
We gathered round her bed, and bent our kneei 
In fervent supplication to the Throne 
Of Mercy : and perfumed our prayers with sighs 
Sincere, and penitential tears, and looks 
Of aelf-abasement ; but we sought to stay 
An angel on the earth ; a spirit ripe 
For heaven ; and Mercy, in her love, refused : 
Most merciful, as oft, when seeming least ! 
Most gracious when she seemed the most to 

frown \ 
The room I well remember ; and the bed 
On which she lay ; and all the fiM^ee too, 
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That crowded dark and moarnfally around. 
Her fether thore, and mother bending stood, 
Aud down their aged cheeks fell mnny drofM 
Of bitterness ; her hoaband, too, was there, - 
And brothers ; and they wept<— 4ier sisters, too. 
Did weep and sorrow comfortless ; and I, 
Too, wept, tho' not to weeping given: and all 
Within the house was dolorous and sad. 
This I remember well ; but better still, 
1 do remember and will ne'er forget 
The dying eye — that eye alone was bright, 
And brighter grew, as nearer death approached : 
As [ have seen the gentle little flower 
Look fan est m the Miyer beam, which fell 
Reflected from the thunder cloud that soon 
Came down, and o'er the desert scattered far 
And wide ils lovelmess. She made a sign 
To bnng her babe — ^'twas brought, and by her 

placed. 
She looked upon its face, that neither smiled 
Nor wept, nor knew who gazed upon't, and laid 
Her hand upon its little breast, and sought 
For it, with look that seemed to penetrate 
The heavens— -unutterable blessings-nraeh 
As God to dying parents only granted. 
For infimtii left behind them in the world. 
^God keep my child," we heard her a^y, and 

heard 
No more : the Angel of the Covenant 
Was come, and faithful to hia promise stood 
Prepared to walk with her thro' deaths's dark 

vale. 
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And now her eyes grew bright, and brighter atiXlt 
Too bright for ours to look upon, sufiitsed 
With many tears, and elosed without a clond* 
They set as sets the momiag star, which n>es 
Not down behind the darkened west, nor liidei > 
Obscured among the tempests of the sky, 
Bat melts away into the light of hearen. 

LoYes, friendships, hopes, and dear remem« 

brancea— 
The kind embracings of the heart — and hours 
Of happy thought— and smiles coming to tears— 
And glories of the heaven and stairy cope 
Above, and glories of the earth beneath — 
These were the rays that wandered through the 

gloom 
Of mortal life— wells of the wilderness ; 
Redeeming features in the face of Time ; 
Sweet drops, that made the mixed cup of Earth 
A palatable draught — too bitter else. 

About the joys and pleasaves of the world, 
This question was not seldom in debate— 
Whether the righteous man, or sinner, had 
The greatest shared and relished them the most f 
Truth gives the answer thus, gives it distinct. 
Nor needs to reason long : The righteous man. 
For wbat was he deniwt ui" earthly growth, 
\voriny the name oi good? Truth answers— s 

Nought* 
Baa He not appetites, and sense, and will? 
Might he not eat, if Providence allowed, 
The finest of the wheat f Might he not drink 
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The efaoieest wine i True, he was temperate; 
But then wai temperance a foe to peace? 
Might he not riee, and clothe himself in gold ? 
Ascend, and stand in palaces of kinsfs ? 
True, he was honest still, and charitable : 
Were then these virtues foes to human peace? 
Might he nut do exploits, and gain a name ? 
Most true, he trod not down a fellow's right. 
Nor walked up to a throne on skolU of men ; 
Were justice, then, and mercy, foes to peace ? 
Had be not friendships, loves, and smiles, and 

hopes? 
Sat not around his table sons and daughters ? 
Was not his ear with music pleased ? his eye 
With light? his nostrils with perfumes ? his lipe 
With pleasant relishes ? grew not his herds ? 
Fdl not the rains upon his meadows ? reaped 
He not his harvests ? and did not his heart 
Revel at will thro' all the charities 
And sympathies of nature unconAned? 
And were not these all sweetened, and sanctified 
By dews of holiness shed from above? 
Might he not walk thro' Fancy's airy halls ? 
Might he not History's ample page surrey ? 
Might he not, finally, explore the depths 
Of mental, moral, natural, divine ? 
But why enumerate thus? One word enough 
There was no joy in all created things. 
No drop of sweet, that turned not in the end 
To sour, of which the righteous man did not 
Partake— partake, invited by the voiee 
Of 6od« hu Father's voice— who gave him «U 
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His hearths desire. And o'er the sinner 

The Ghrlstain had this one advantag^e more. 

That "when his earthly pleasures failed, and fail 

They always did to every soul of man. 

He sent bis hopes on high, looked up, and reach* 

ed 
His sickle forth, and reaped the fields of heaTen, 
And plucked the clusters from the vines of God. 

Nor was the general aspect of the world 
Always a moral waste : a time there came. 
The' few believed it e*er should come, a time 
Typed by the Sabbath day recui ring once 
In seven ; and by the jmr of rest indulged 
Septennial to the lands oo Jordan's banks : 
A time foretold by Judah's bards in words 
Of fire : a time, seventh part of time, and set 
Before the eighth and Tast— 4he Sabbath day 
Of all the earth— when all had rest and peace. 
Before its coming many to and fro 
Ran ; ran from various cause ; by many sent 
From various cause ; upright, and crooked both. 
Some sent, and ran fw love of souls sincere ; 
And more at instance of a holy name. 
With godly zeal much vanity was mixed ; 
And circumstance of gaudy civil pomp ; 
And speeches buying praise for praise ; and lists. 
And endless scrolls, surcharged with modest 

names 
That sought the public eye ; and stories, told 
In quAckish phrase, that hurt their credit, eTen 
When trne-i-oombined with wise and prudent 
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Much wheat, much •kaff, much gold, and much 

alloy : 
Bat God wrought with the whole— wrought 

most with what 
Toman teemed weakest means — and brought 

result 
Ofgood from good and evil both; and breathed 
Into the withered nations breath and life ; 
The breath and life of liberty and truth. 
By means of knowledge breathed into the woL 

Then was the evil day of tyranny 
Of kingly and of priestly tyranny. 
That bruised the nations long. As yet, no state 
Beneath the heavens had tasted freedom's wine, 
Though loud of freedom was the talk of all. 
Some groaned more deeply, being heavier tasked; 
Some wrought with straw, and aome without ; 

but all 
Were slaves, or meant to be ; for rulers stiU, 
Had been of equal mind, excepting few. 
Cruel, rapacious, tyrannous, and vile. 
And had with equal shoulder propped the Beast. 
As yet, the Church, the holv spouse of God, 
In members few, bad wandered in her weeds 
Of mouminff, persecuted, scorned, reproached, 
And bufieted, and killed; in members few. 
Though seeming many whiles; then fewei^ oft, 
When seeming most. She still had hung her harp 
Upon the willow- tree, and sighed, and wept 
From age to age. Satan began the war. 
And alibis angels, and all w^ed men, 
^Igiinst her fought by wile, or fierce attack^ 
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Six thousand years; but fought in vain. S]ie 

stood, 
Troubled on every side, but not distressed : 
Weeping, but yet despairing not ; cast down, 
But not aestroyed : for she upon the pahns 
Of God was graven, and precious m his sight. 
As apple of his eye ; and, like the bush 
On Midia's mountain seen, burned unconsomed ; 
But to the wilderness retiring, dwelt, 
Debased in sackcloth, and forlorn in tears. 

As yet had sung the scarlot-oolored Whore, 
Who on the breast of civil power reposed 
Her harlot head, (the Church a harlot then. 
When first she wMded civil power,) and diank 
The blood of martyred 8aints,-*whose priests were 

lords^ 
Whose oofiera held the gold of every land, 
Who held a cup of all pollutions full. 
Who with a douUe horn the people pushed. 
And raised her forehead, full of blasphemy. 
Above the holy Ood, usurping oft 
Jehovah's incommunicable names. 
The nations had been dark ; the Jews had pined, 
Scattered without a name, beneath the Curse ; 
War had abounded, Satan raged, unchained ; 
And earth had still been black with moral gloom. 

But now the cry of men oppressed went up 
Before the Lord, and to rcmeifibrance came 
The tears of all his saints, thoir tears, and groans. 
Wise men had read the number of the name ; 
Tho prophet-years had rolled; the time, and timei^ 
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And half a time, were now falfiUed complete ; 
The seven fierce viak of the wrath of Crod, 
Poured by seven angels strong, were shed abroad 
Upon the earth, and emptied to the dregs ; 
The prophecy for confinnation stood ; 
And all was ready Sat the sword of Qod. 

The righteous saw, and fled without delay, 
Into the chambers of Omnipotence. 
The wicked mocked, and sought for erring cause, 
To satisfy the dismal state of things ; 
The pubhc credit gone, the fear in time 
Of jleaeB, the starving want in time of wealth, 
The insurrection muttering in the streets, 
And pallid consternation spreading wide ; 
And leagues, though holy termed, first ratified 
In hell, on purpose made to under-prop 
Iniquity, and crush the sacred truth. 

Meantime, a mighty angel stood in heaven. 
And cried alound, ** Associate now yourselves,^ 
Te princes, potentates, and men of war. 
Ana mitred heads, associate now yourselves, 
And be dispersed ; embattle, and be broken. 
Gird on your armor, and be dashed to dust 
Take counsel, and it shall be brought to nought. 
Speak, and it shall not stand.** And suddenly 
The armies of tlie saints, imbannered, stood 
On Zion hill ; and with them angels stood 
In squadron bright, and chariots of fire ; 
And with them stood the Lord, clad like a man 
Of war, and to the sound of thunder, led 
The battle on. Earth shooki the kingdonls sbooky 
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The Beast, the lyinfi: Seer, dominionfl, fell; 

Thrones, tyrants fell, confounded in the dust, 

Scattered and driven before the breath of God, 

As chaff of summer threshing-floor, before 

The wind. Three days the battle wasting^ slew. 

The sword was full, the arrow drunk with blood ; 

And to the supper of Almighty God, 

Spread in Hamonah's vale, the fowb of heaven, 

Ajud ever^ beast, invited, came, and fed 

On captams' flesh, and drank the blood of kings. 

And, lo ! another angel stood in heaven, 
Cnring aloud with mighty voice, ''Fallen, (alien, 
Is Babylon the Great, to rise no more. 
Rejoice, ye prophets ! over her rejoice. 
Apostles! holy men, all saints, rejoice ! 
And glorv give to God, and to the Lamb.** 
And all the armies of disburdend earth, 
As voice of many waters, and as voice 
Of thunderings, and voice of multitudes, 
Answered, Amen. And every bill and rock. 
And sea, and every beast, answered. Amen. 
Europa answered,' and the farthest bounds 
Of woody Chili, Asia's fertile coasts, 
And Afric's burning wastes, answered. Amen. 
And Heaven rejoicing, answered back. Amen. 

Not 80 the wicked. They afar were heard 
Lamenting. Kings, who drank her cup of whore- 
doms, 
Captains, and admirals, and mighty men. 
Who lived deliciously ; and merchants, rich 
With merchandise of gold, and wine, and oil; 
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And thosa who traded in the aouki of men. 
Known bj theirgaudy robes of priestly (xmip ;— 
All these afar offstood, crying^ Alas ! 
Alas ! and wept, and gnashed theur teeth, and 

groaned ; 
And, mih the owl that on her ruins sat, 
A^ide dolorous coneeri in the ear of Night* 
And over her again the Heavens reioiced. 
And Earth returned again the loud responie. 

Thriee happy days ! thrice blessed the man who 



Their dawn! The Church and State, that long 

had held 
Unholy intercourse, were now divorced ; 
Princes were righteous men, judges upright ; 
And first, in general, now — ^^r m the worst 
Of times there were some honest seers — the priest 
Sought other than the fleece among his flocks. 
Best paid when God was honored most; and like 
A ceaar, nourished well, Jerusalem grew, 
And towered on high, and spread, and flourished 

fair ; 
And underneath her boughs the nations lodged. 
All nations lodged, and sung the song of peace. 
From the four winds, the Jews, eased of the Curse, 
Returned, and dwelt with God in Jacob's land, 
And drank of Sharon and of Carmel's vine. 
Satan was bound, though bound, not banished 

quite. 
But larked about the timorous skirts of things, 
111 lodg[ed, and thinking whiles to leave the eaitb. 
And with the wicked,^or some wicked were, — 
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Hdd Diidniffht meetings, as the sainle were won^ 
Fearful of day, who once was ae the tuo, 
And worshipped more. The had, but few, became 
A taunt, and hissing now, as heretofore 
The good ; and, blushing, hasted out of sight. 
Disease was none : the voice of war, forgot ; 
The sword, a share ; a proning-hook, the spear. 
Men grew and multiplied upon the earth, 
And mled the city and the waste ; and Dei^th 
Stood waiting for the lapse of tardy Age, 
That mocked him long. Menffrew andmultiplied. 
But lacked not bread ; for God hispromisebrou^t 
To mind, and blessed the land witn plenteous ram. 
And made it bleesedj for dews, and precious 

things 
Of heaven, and blessings of the deep beneath. 
And blessings of the sun, and moon, and fruits 
Of day and night, and blessings of the vale, 
And precious things of the eternal hills. 
And all the fulness of perpetual spring. 

The prison-house, where chained felons pined. 
Threw open his ponderous doors, let in the light 
Of heaven, and grew into a Church, where God 
Was worahipp^. None were ignorant, selfish 

none. 
Love took the place of law ; where'er you met i 
A man, you met a friend, ainoere and true. 
Kind looks foretold as kmd a heart within ; 
Words as they sounded, meant ; and promisss 
Were made to be performed. Thrice happy 

days! 
Philosophy was sanctified, and saw 
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Perfectioos that she thought a foble, long. 
Rerenge his dagger dropped, and kbsed the hand 
Of Mercy ; Anger cleared hu cloudy brow. 
And sat with Peace ; En^y grew red, and smiled 
On Worth ; Pride stooped, and kissed Humility ; 
Lust w&shed his miry hands, and, wedded, lean 

ed 
On chaste Desire ; and Falsehood laid aside 
His many-folded cloak, and bowed to Truth ; 
And Treachery up from his mining came. 
And walked above the ground with righteous 

Faith ; 
And CoTetousncss unclenched his sinewy hand, 
And opened his door to Charity, the fair 
Hatred was lost in Love ; and Vanity, 
With a good conscience pleased, her feathers 

cropped ; 
Sloth in the morning rose with Inaustry ; 
To Widdom Folly turned ; and Fashion turned • 
Deception off, in act as good as word. 
The hand that held a whip was lifted up 
To bless ; slave was a word in ancient books 
Met, only ; every man was free ; and all 
Feared God, and served him day and night in 

love. 

How fair the daughter of Jerusalem then ! 
How gloriously from Zion Hill she looked ! 
Clothed with the sun, and in her train the moony 
And on her head a coronet of stars, 
And girdling roimd her waist, with heayenly 
grace. 
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The bow of Mercy bright ; aod inlier haml, 
Immanael's cross, her sceptre and her hope* 

Desire of every land ! the nations came, 
And worshipped at her feet ; all nations came, 
Flocking like doves : Columba's painted tribes 
That from Magellan to the frozen Bay, 
Beneath the Arctic, dwelt ; and drank the tides 
Of Amazona, prince of earthly streams ; 
Or slept at noon beneath the giant shade 
Of Andes' mount ; or, roving northward, heard 
Nigara sing, from Erie's billow down 
To Frontenac, and hunted thence the fur 
To Labrador : and Afric's dusky swarms, 
That from Morocco to Angola dwelt, 
Aad drank the Niger from his native wells. 
Or roused the lion in Numidia's groves ; 
The tribes that sat among the fabled clifls 
Of Atlas, looking to Atlanta's wave ; 
With joy and melody, arose and came. 
Zara awoke and came, and Egypt came, 
Casting her idol gods into the Nile. 
Black Ethiopia, that, shadowless. 
Beneath the Torrid burned, arose and came. 
Dauma and Medra, and the pirate tribes 
Of Algeri, with incense came, and oure 
Offerings, annoying now the seas no more. 
The silken tribes of Asia, flocking, came, 
Innumerous : Ishmael's wandering race, that rode 
On camels o*er the spicy tract that lay . 
From Persia to the Red Sea coast ; the king 
Of broad Calhay, with numbers infinite. 
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Of many lettered casts; ami all the tribes 
That dwelt from Tig^ris to the Ganges' wave. 
And worshipped fire, or Brahma, fabled god ; 
Cashmeres, Circassians, Banyans, tender race ! 
That swept the insect from their path, and lired 
On herbs and fruits ; and those who peaceful dwelt 
Along the shady avenue that stretched 
From Agra to Lahore ; and all the hosts 
That owned the Cresent late, deluded long ; 
The Tartar hordes, that roamed from Oby's bank, 
IJngovemed, southward to tlic wondrous Wall. 
The tribes of Europe came : the Greek, redeemed 
From Turkish thrall, the Spaniard came, and 

Gaul, 
And Britain with her ships, and, on his sledge, 
The Laplander, that nightly watched the bear 
Circling the Pole ; and those who saw the flames 
Of Hecla burn the drifted snow ; the Russ, 
Long whiskered, and equestrian Pole ; and those 
Who drank the Rhine, or lost the evening sun 
, Behind the Alpine towers ,* and she that sat 
By Amo, classic stream ; Venice and Rome, 
Head quarters long of sin ! first guileless now, 
And meaning as she seemed, stretched forth her 

hands. 
And all the isles of ocean rose and came,^ 
Whether they heard the roll of banished tides, 
Antipodes to Albion's wave, or watched 
The Moon, ascendins chalky Tenerifle, 
And with Atlanta holding nightly love. 
The Sun, the Moon, the Constellations, came : 
Thrioe twelve and tep that watched the Antarctic 

sleep, 



170 TBX COURSE OF TIME. 

Twice six that near the Ecliptic dwelt, thrice 

twelve 
And one, that with the Streameni danced, and saw 
The Hyperborean ice Warding the Pole. 
The East, the West, the South, and snowy North, 
Rejoicing met, and worshipped leverently 
Before the Lord, in Zion's holy hill ; 
And all the places round about were blessed. 

The animals, as once in Eden, lived 
In peace. The wolf dwelt with the lamb, the bear 
And leopard with the ox. With looks of love. 
The tiger and the scaly crocodile 
Together met, at Gambia's palmy wave. 
Perched on the eagle's wing, the bird of song, 
Singing, arose, and visited the sun ; 
Ahd with the falcon sat the gentle lark. 
The little child leaped from his mother's arms, 
And stroked! the crested snake, and rolled unhun 
Among his speckled waves, and wished him 

home ; 
And sauntering school-boys, slow returning, played 

At eve about tne lion's den, and wove, 
Into his shaggy mane, fantastic flowers. 
To meet the husbandman, early abroad, 
Hasted the deer, and waved its woody head: 
And round his dewy steps, the hare, unscarw. 
Sported ; and toyed familiar with his dog.1 
The flocks and herds, o'er hill and valley cipread, 
Existing, cropped the ever-bndding herb, 
Thedeserf blossomed, and the barren sung. 
Justice and Mercy, Holiness and Love, 
Xmong the people walked, Messiah reigned. 
And Earth kept Jubilee a thousand yeaiVb 
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BOOK VI. 




AvALTfu or Book VI. 

The Bard eommencei to ring of tbe final dettnietion of 
the earth. But checking nimself, be eings of tbe time 
wblch follo%yed tbe millannial rest. 

Impie^ and angodlineaa aboanded. Active ambition, 
and indolent alotb regained a general aacendency, and 
■In In every formi as bad existed before tbe mlllannium 
waa renewed, and new forms were invented. The uni- 
Teisal contempt of God was wholly wilful, for the age 
was polished and enlightened. 

Wonderous sights and strange forbodings gave pressage of 
tbe earth's approaching devolution. "Perplexed, but 
not reformed," the race of men enquired the explana- 
tion of these prodigies : all warning were soon forgot- 
ten, ipen continued rollowing their guilty pleasures, 
•iM the earth filled'up the measure of her wfckedness. 

A pause tn <h« narrsulvf ; as tbe ntimerpus 1}onis of hea- 
ven look towards the unveiled Godhead, and join in the 
evening hymn of pn^se. The prophet Isaiah takes tbe 
harp, and bef<N« tbe throne, sings tbe holy song. At 
its elQse tbomands of thoosi^ids, In^iie, d«Tout|y I9|~ 
poni},Anieii. •' 



THB 



COURSE OF TIME. ; 



BOOK Yl 



Resume thy tone of wo, immortal Harp ! 
The song of mirth is past, the Jabilee 
Is ended, and the sun begins to fade 
Soon passed, for Happiness counts not the hours* 
To her a thousand years seem as a day ; 
A day, a thousand years to Misery. 
Satan is loose, and Violence is heard. 
And Riot in the street, and Revelry 
Intoxicate, and Murder, and Reyenge. 
Put on your armour now, ye righteous ! put 
The helmet of salvation on, and gird 
Your loins about with truth ; add righteousness. 
And add the shield of faith, and take the sword 
Of God — awake and watch ! — The day is near. 
Great day of God Almighty and the Lamb ! 
The harveft of the earth is fully ripe ; 
Vengeance begins to tread the great wine-preai 
Of ^erceo^ss and of wrath ; and Mercy pleads* 
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M««7 that pleaded loo*, ihc p lea d s n oi 
WbcDoe oomei that dailiiesi? whence thcEejdb^ 

of wo? • 

What tbaoderiDgB are these that diake the 

world? 
Wbj §aXL the lamps from hearen as blasted figs ? 
Why tremble righteous men ? why aageispale? 
Whr is all fear f what has become c^hope ? 
God comes I God in his car of yengeaiice comes ! — 
Hark ! lender on the blast, come hollow shrieks 
Of dissolution ! in the fitfol scowl 
Of night, near and more near, angels of death 
Incessant flap their deadly wings, and roar 
Through all the fevered air ! the mountains rock^ 
The moon is sick, and all the stars of heaven 
Bum feebly \ oft and sudden gleams the fire, 
^realing awfully the brow of Wrath ! 
The Thunder, long and loud, utters his voice, 
RenKmsive to the Ocean's troubled growl ! 
Night comes, last night, the long, dark, dark, 

dark night. 
That has no mom beyond it, and no star ! 
No eye of man hath seen a night like this ! 
Heaven's trampled Justice girds itself for fight ! 
Earth, to thy knees, and cry for mercy ! cry 
With earnest heart, for thou art growing old 
And hoary, unrepented, unforgiven ! 
And all thy glory mourns \ The vintage mourns ! 
Bashan and Carmel, mourn and weep ! and 

mourn, 
' "**anon ! with all thy cedars, mourn. 
19 in thy strength fit>m age to age, 
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So long observant of thy hour, put on 
' Thy weeds of wo, and tell the Moon to weep ; 
Utter thy grief at mid-day, mom, and eyen ; 
Tell all the nations, tell the Clouds that sit 
About the portals of the east and west, 
And wanton with thy golden locks, to wait 
Thee not to-morrow, for no morrow comes 
Tell men and women, tell the new-bom child. 
And erery eye that sees, to come, and see 
Thee set behind Eternity, for thou 
Shalt go to bed to-night, and neV awake ! 
Stars ! walking on the pavement of the sky. 
Out-sentinels of heaven, watching the earth. 
Cease dancing now ; your lamps are growiiij; 

dim. 
Your graves are dug among the dismal clouds, 
And angels are assembling round your bier ! 
Orion, mourn ! and Mazzaroth, and thou, 
Arcturus ! mourn, with all thy northern sons, 
Daughters of Pleiades ! that nightly shed 
Sweet influence, and thou, fairest of stars ! 
Eye of the morning, weep ! and weep at eve! 
Weep setting, now to rise no more, ^*and flame 
On forehead of the dawn^ — as sung the bard, 
Great bard ! who used on Earth a seraph's lyre« 
Whose numbers wandered through eternity. 
And gave sweet foretaste of the heavenly harps ! 
Miostr^sl of sorrow ! native of the dark. 
Shrub-loving Philomel, that wooed the Dews, 
At midnight from their starry beds, and charmed^ 
Held them around thy song till dawn awoke. 
Sad bird ! pour through the gloom thy weeping 

aoBg, 
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Pour all thy dying melody of g;rief, 

And with the tarUe spreaid the wave of wo ! 

Spare not thy reed, for thou shalt sing no more i 

'" Ye holy bards ! — if yet a holy bard 
Remain,— what chord shall serve you now ! what 

harp ! 
What harp shall sing the dying Sun asleep, 
And mourn behind the funeral of the Moon ! 
What harp of boundless, deep, exhaustleits wo. 
Shall utter forth the groaning^ of the damned ! 
And sing the obsequies of wicked souls ! 
And wail their plunge in the eternal fire !— 
Hold, hold your hands ! hold, angels ! — God la- 
ments. 
And draws a cloud of mourning round his 

throne ! 
The Organ of Eternity is mute ! 
And there is silence in the Heaven of Heavens ! 

Daughters of beauty ! choice of beingB made ! 
Much pmised, much blamed, much loved ; bat 

fairer far 
Than aught beheld, than aught imagined else 
Fairest, and dearer than all else most dear ; 
Light of the darksome wilderness ! to Time 
As stars to night, whose eyes were spells that 

held 
The passenger forgetful of his way. 
Whose steps were majesty, whose words were 

song, 
Whose smiles were hope, whose actkms, pwfecl 

grace. 
Whose love, the solace, glory, and delight 
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Of man, his boast, his riches^ his rcDOwn ; 
When found, snflScient bliss! when lost* del- 
pair I— 
Stars of creation! imagoes of love ! 
Break up the fountains of your tears, your tears^ 
More eloquent than learned tongue, or lyre 
Of purest note I your sunny raiment stain, 
Put dust upon your heads, lament and weep, 
And utter all your minstrelsy of wo ! 

Go to, ye wicked, weep and howl ; for all 
That God hath written against you is at hand. 
The cry of Violence hath reached his ear^ 
Hell is prepared, and Justice whets his sword 
Weep all of every name l Begin the wo, 
Ye woods, and tell it to the doleful winds ; 
And doleful winds, wail to the howling hills ; 
And howling hills, mourn to the dismal Tales ; ' 
And dismal yales, sigh to the sorrowing brooks $ 
And sorrowing brooks, weep to the weepii^ 

stream ; '•"■"• 

And weeping stream, awake the groaning deep ; 
And let the instrument take up the song, 
Responsive to the voice, harmonious wo ! 
Ye Heavens, great arch- way of the universe. 
Put sackcloth on ; and Ocean, clothe thyself 
In garb of widowhood, and gather all 
Thy waves into a groan, and utter it,^ 
Long, loud, deep, piercing, dolorous, immense I 
The occasion asks itt — Nature di^, and God 
And angels come to lay her in the grave ! 

But we have overleaped our theme ; behio^^ 
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A littl* lOMon waiU a vene or two. 

The youi that followed the millennial 

Bad yeafi they were ; and fint, as signal ; 

That at the core religion was diseased. 

The sons of Levi stroTO again for plaoe. 

And eminenee, and names of swelling pomp 

Setting their feet upon the peopled neek. 

And unmbering in the lap of cnrii power. 

Of civil power again tyrannical : 

And second sign, sure si^, whencTer seen. 

That hofinese was dying m a land, 

The Sabbath was profaned and set at nought ; 

The honest seciv who spoke the truth of God 

Plaudy, was left with emp^ walls ; and round 

The frothy orator, who busked bis tales 

In quackish pomp of noisy words, the ear 

Ticninff, but leavinff still the heart unprobod. 

The moment nnintorraed. — numbers nnmenee 

FlMKeo, gaping wide, with passions high imfluA- 

' ed; 

And on the way retuminff, heated, home. 

Of eloonenoe, and not of truth, conversed— ^ 

Mean eloquence that wanted saicted truth. 

Two prmciples from the beginning strove 
In human nature, still dividing man, — 
Sloth and activity ; the lust of praise. 
And indolence that rather wished to sleep. 
And not unfrequently in the same mind 
They dubious contest held ; one gaining now. 
And now the other crowned, and both again 
Keeping the field, with equal combat fought 
|iww difiecent was their voice. Ambition €fttted 
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To action, Sloth inyited to rapose. 
Ambition eariv rose, and, being up, 
Toiled ardently, and late retired to rest ; 
Sloth lay till mid-day, turning on his coach. 
Like ponderous door upon its weary binfle, 
And, having rolled him out with much aero. 
And many a dismal sigh, and vain attempt. 
He sauntered out, accoutred carelessly,— 
With half-oped, misty, unobservant eye. 
Somniferous, that weighed the object down 
On which its burden fell,— «n hour or two. 
Then with a groan retired to rest again. 
The one, whatever deed had been achieved. 
Thought it too little, and too small the praise ; 
The other tried to think,— for thinking so 
Answered his purpose best, — ^that what of great 
Mankind coula do had been already done; 
And therefore laid him calmly down to deep» 

Dtfierent in modCj destructive both alike* 
Destructive always mdolence ; and love 
Of fame destructive always too, if less 
Than praise of God it sought, content with less: ' 
Even then not current, if it sought bis praise 
From other motive than resistless love ; 
Though base, main-spring of action in the world; 
And, under name of vanity and pride, 
Was greatly practised on by cunning men. 
It opened the niggard's purse, clothed nakedness 
Gave beggars food, and threw the Pharisee 
Upon his knees, and kept him long in act 
Of prayer ; it spread the lace upon the fop, 
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Hif language trimmed^ and planned his carious 

gait; 
It stuck the feather on the gay coquette. 
And on her finger laid the heav^ load 
Of jewellery ; it did — what did it not 7 
The gospel preached, the gospel paid, and sent 
The gospel ; conquered nations, cities built, 
Measured the furrow of the field with nice 
Directed share, shaped bulls, and cows, and rams. 
And threw the ponderous stone ; and pitiful. 
Indeed, and much against the grain, it dragged 
The stagnant, dull, predestinated fool. 
Through learning's halls, and made hun labour 

much 
Abortively, though sometimes not unpraised 
He lefl; the sage's chair, and home returned, 
Making his simple mother think that she 
Had borne a roan. In schools, designed to root 
Sin up, and plant the seeds of holiness 
In youthful minds, it held a signal place. 
The little mfant man, by nature proud. 
Was taught the Scriptures by the love of praise^ 
And grew religious as he grew in fame. 
And thus the prindple, which out of heaven 
The devil threw, and threw him down to bell. 
And keeps him there, was made an instrument 
To moralize and sanctify mankind, 
And in their hearts beget humility ; 
With what success it needs not now to say. 

Destructive both we said, activity 
And sloth : behold the last exemplified, 
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In Utelruy mmn. Not all at oncej 

He yielded to the soothing yoice of sleep ; 

Butt having seen a bough of laurel wave^ 

He efibrt made to climb ; and friends, and even 

Himself, talked of his greatness, as at hand, 

And, prophesying, drew his future life. 

Vain prophecy ! his fancy, taught b^ sloth, 

Saw, m the very threshold of pursuit, 

A thousand obstacles ; he halted firsi^ 

And while he halted, saw his burning hopeitf 

Grow dim and dimmer still ; ambition's self. 

The Hdvocate of loudest tongue, decayed i 

His purposes, made daily, daily brokcti. 

Like plant uprooted ofl, and set again, 

More sickly grew, and daily wavered more; 

Till at the last, decision, quite worn out. 

Decision, fulcrum of the mental powers, 

Resigned the blasted soul to staffgering chance ; 

Sleep gathered fast, and weighed him downwacd 

still; 
His eye fell heavy from the mount of fame ; 
His young resolves to benefit the world 
Perished and forgotten ; he shut his eaf 
Against the painful news of rising worth ^ 
And drank with desperate thirst the poppy's juioa; 
A ileep and mortal slumber settled down 
Upon nis weary faculties oppressed : 
He rolled from side to side, and rolled again ; 
And snored, and groaned, and withered, and est- 

pired. 
And rotted on the spot, leaving no name« 

The hero best example gives of toil 
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Uiumnctified. One word hia histoiy WBtei 
** He wu a murderer above the laws, 
And greatly praieed for doing mufderoua deediL" 
And now he grew, and reached his perfect growth; 
And also now the slug^;ard soundest slept, 
And by him lay the unmterred corpse. 

Of every order, sin and wickedness. 
Deliberate, cool, malicious villany, 
This age, attained maturity, unknown 
Before ; and seemed in travail to bring forth 
Some last, enormous, monstrous deed of guilty 
Original, unprecedented guilt, 
That might obliterate the memory 
Of what had hitherto been done most vile. 
Inventive men were paid, at public cost. 
To plan new modes of sin ; the hol^ Word 
Of God was burned, with acclamations loud ; 
New tortures were invented for the flood ;— 
For still some good remained, as whiles through 

sky 
Of thickest clouds, a wandering star appeared ;— 
New oaths of blasphemy were n'amed and sworn; 
And men in reputation grew, as srew 
The stature of their crimes. Faith was not found. 
Truth was not found, truth always scarce, to 

scarce 
That half the misery which groaned on earth, 
In ordinary times, was progeny 
Of disappointment, daily coming forth 
From broken promises, that might have ne*er 
Been made, or being made, might have been kept; 
Justice and mercy, too, were rare obscured 
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Incotta^garb: bdfore the |)alace door, 

Tim beggar rotted, starving in hia rags ; 

A]f6 on the threshold of luxurious domes, 

The orphan child laid down his head, and died | 

Nor unamusing was his piteous cry 

To women, who bad now laid tenderness 

Aside, best pleased with sights of craelty ; 

Flocking, when fouler lusts would give tihem time. 

To horrid spectacles of blood, where men. 

Or guiltless beasts, that seemed to look to heaven* 

With eye imploring vengeance on the earth, 

Were tortured for the merriment of kings. 

The advocate for him who offered most 

Pleaded ; the scribe, according^to the hire, 

Worded the lie, adding, for every piece. 

An oath of confirmation ; judges raised 

One hand to intimate the sentence, death, 

Imprisonment, or fine, or loss of goods. 

And in the other held a lusty bribe. 

Which they had taken to give the sentenee 

wrong; 
So managing the scale of justice still. 
That he was wanting found who poorest seemed. 

But laymen, most renowned for devilish deeds* 
Laboured at distance still behind the priest ; 
He shore his sheep, and having packed the wool. 
Sent them unguarded to the hill of wolves ; 
And to the bowl deliberately sat down, 
And with his mistress mocked at sacred things. 

The theatre was, from the very first. 
The favourite haunt of Sin, though honest men* 
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Some yery honest, wise, and worthy men, 
Maintained it might be tamed to good account: 
And 80 perhaps it might, but never was. 
From first to last it was an evil place : 
And now such things were acted there, as made 
The devils blush ; and from the neighbourhood. 
Angels and holy men, trembling, retired : 
And what with dreadful aggravation crowned 
This dreary time, was sin against the light. 
All men knew God, and, knowing, disobeyed ; 
And gloried to insult him to his face. 

Another feature only we shall mark. 
It was withal a highly polished age. 
And scrupulous in ceremonious rite. 
When stranger stranger met upon the way, 
First, each to each bowed most respectfully. 
And large profession made of humble service. 
And then the stronger took the other's purse ; 
And he that stabb^ his neighbour to the heart 
Stabbed him politely, and returned the blade 
Reeking into its sheath with graceful air. 

^ Meantime the earth gave symptoms of her end ; 

And all the aeenery above proclaimed. 

That the great last catastrophe was near. 

The Sun at rising staggered and fell back. 

As one too early up, after a night 

Of late debauch ; then rose, and shone again. 

Brighter than wont ; and sickened again, and 

paused 
In cenith altitude, as one iatigued 
And sl^ a feeble twilight ray at nooo. 
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Rousing the wolf before his time to chase 
The shepherd and his aheep, that sought for light. 
And darkness foond, astonished, terrified ; 
Then, out of course, rolled furious down the 

west, 
As chariot reined by awkward charioteer ; 
And, waiting at the gate, he on the earth 
Gazed, as he thought he ne'er might see't again. 
The bow of mercy, heretofore so fair. 
Ribbed with the native hues of hearenly love, 
Disastrous colours showed, unseen till now ; 
Changing upon the watery gulf, from pale 
To fiery red, and back again to pale ; 
And o'er it horered wings of wrath. The Moon 
Swaggered in midst of heaven, grew black, and 

dark, 
Unclouded, uneelipsed. The stars fell down. 
Tumbling from off their towers like drunken men. 
Or seemed to fall ; and glimmered now, and now 
Sprang out in sudden blaze and dimmed again, 
As lamp of foolish virgin lacking oil. 
The heavens, this moment, looked serene; the 

nextj 
Glowed like an oven with God's displeasure hot, 

■ • 

Nor less, below, was intimation given. 
Of some disaster g^eat and ultimato. 
The tree that bloomed, or hung With clustering 

fruit. 
Untouched by visible calamity 
Of frost or tempest, died and c^me again. 
The flower and herb fell down as sick ; then ro«o . 
;AQd fell again. The fowl^ of eyery hue, 
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Ciowdtng tdgotfier, sailed on weuy wiog : 
And, hovering, oft they seemed about tolight; 
Then soared, as if they thought the earth unsafe. 
The cattle looked with meaning fiice on man. 
Dogs howted, and seemed to see more than their -Jf 

masters. 
And there were aghts that none had seen before ; 
And hollow, strange, unprecedented sounds. 
And earnest whisperinffs ran along the hills 
At dead of night ; and long, deep, endless sighs. 
Came from the dreary vale ; and from the waste 
Came horrid shrieks, and fierce unearthly groans, 
The wail of evil spirits, that now felt 
The hour of utter vengeance near at band. 
The winds from every quarter blew at once. 
With desperate violence, and, whirling, took 
The traveller up, and threw him down again. 
At distance from his path, confounded, pale ; 
And shapes, strange shapes ! in winding sheets 

were seen. 
Gliding through night, and singing funeral songs. 
And imitating sad, sepulchral ntes ; 
And voices talked among the clouds, and still 
The words that men could catch were spoken of 

them, 
And seemed to be the words of wonder great, 
And expectation of some vast event. 
Earth shook, and swam, and reeled, and opened 

her jaws, 
By Earthquake tossed, and tumbled to and fro ; 
And, louder then the ear of man had heard. 
The Thunder bellowed, and the Ocean groaned. 

The race of men, j^eri^ezed, but not lefeimed. 
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Flocking together, stood in earnest crowda^ 
Conversing of the awful state of things. 
Some curious explanations gave, unlearned ; 
Some tried afiectedly to laugh, and sons 
Gazed stupidly ; but all were sad and pale^ 
And wished the comment of the wise. Nor lew 
These prodigies, occurring night and day, 
IVtplexed philosophy. The magi tried,— 
Magi, a name not seldom fliven to fools, 
In the vocabulary of earthly speech,— 
They tried to trace them stiU to second cause. 
But scarcely satisfied themselves ; though loiiBd* 
Their deep deliberations, crowding, came, 
And, wondering at their wisdom, went away. 
Much quieted and very much deceived. 
The people, always glad to be deceived* 

Tliese warnings passed, they, unregarded, 
passed ; 
And all in wonted order calmly moved. 
The pulse of Nature regularly beat. 
And on her cheek the bloom of perfect heaftli 
Again appeared. Deceitful pulse ! and blo^ - 
Deceitful ! and deceitful calm f The £a' H^ 
Was old, and worn within ; but, like t^ M^ 
who noticed not his mid-day strenr" j^ iMn^ 
Sliding so gently round the curva* *«• declme. 
Of life, from youth to age, — sh ^^ . 
The calm was like the calm '? • ^ ^ it not 
Dying, experienced befor- A wjnoh oft tht nan. 
The bloom was but a V ^."^ a«fth ; 



^tic flush, bdbfe 
13 ' '^ —- ™ VI good 



The eternal «alenep -^^^ ""»"» "««»« 

By this last rate ' .r t«„ ? "^l *" 7^ ^?^^^ 
^ jf Dion, fiv tokens of sfKid • 
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And Uttfltermg public News aloud Moclftimed^- 
I>fewi always gabbling ere they Wttl bad tbougbl^ 
Prosperity, and joy, and peace; and inockec^ 
The man who, kneeling, prayed, and trembled 

still; 
And all in ^umest to thmr sins returned. 

It was not so in heaven. The elders round 
The Throne conversed about the state of maa 
^Conjecturing, — for none of certain knew,— 
That time was at an end. They gazed intense 
Upon the Dial's face, which yonder stands 

. In gold, before the Sun of Righteousness, 
jehoyah, and computes time, seasons. yearB, 
And destinies, and slowly numbers o'er 
The mighty cycles of eternity ; 
By Go4 alone completely understood. 
But read by all, revealing^ much to aU. 
And now, to saints of eldest skill, the ray, 
Which on the g;nomqn fell of Time, seemed tent 
From level west, and hasting quickly down. 
The holy Virtues, watching, saw, besides, 
Great preparation going on in heaven, 
betokening great event, o^reater than aught 
That first-created seraphim had seen. 
The faithful messengers, who have for wine 
The ligh^iing, waiting, day and night, on Gods 
Before his face, beyoo<l their usual speed, 
Oq pinion of ctlestial lig;ht were seen, 

. ' Coming and going, and their road was still 
From heaven to earth, and back again to heaven. 
The angel of Mercy, bent before ^ Throne, 
By e«rDest pleading, seemed to hold the hand 
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Of Veoge^noe back* aod wm a momeBi iiMt<e 
Of late repoDtaDco for some liaful world 
1m jeopardy : and, now, th«.hill of God, 
The mouDtain of his piigeity, roUfd fluiaa 
Of fire, now smiled with momeotarj \</fm^ 
Aad DOW again with fiery fiorc«M« hnraid | 
And from Mhind the darkness of his TkMtte, 
Through which created yision nerer saw. 
The Kving Thunders, in th«ir native oayeii 
Mattered the terrors of OmnipoteBO«« 
And ready seemed, impatient to fulfil 
Some errand of exterminating wrath. 

Meanwhile the Earth increased in wickedneie, 
And hasted daily to fill np her cup. 
Satan raged loose, Sin had her will, and Death 
Enough. Blood trode upon the heels of Blood, 
Revenge, in desperate mood, at midnight met 
Revenge, War brayed to war. Deceit deceived 
Deoeit, Lie dieated Lie, and Treachery 
Mined under Treachery, and Perjury 
Swore ba^ on Perjury, and Blasphemy 
Arose with faideoiis Blaiphemy, and Cme 
iiond aoawered Curse ;and dmakwd^ttumblisg, 

feU 
O'er drunkard &llen ; and hasbaaAliusblffld nft, 
Hetuming each ftem other^s bed defiled ; 
Thief stole fi*am thief, and robbter on the way '^ 
Knocked robber down, and Lewdoeis, Violeiice, 
And Hate, met Lewdness, VioleBce, aad Hete. 
Oh, Earth ! thy hour was come I the last elect 
Was bor% complete the number of the gooil. 
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And the IasI tnnd fell frotai the g^lass of Tim«« 
The cup of guilt was full up to the brim ; 
And Mercy, weary with beseeching, had 
Retired hehind the sword of Justice, red 
With ultimate and unrepentinff wrath ; 
But man knew not : he o'er his bowl laughed 

lo«d. 
And, prophesy mg, said, ^'To-morrow shall 
As this day be, and more abundant still !'' 
As thou shalt hear^-But, hark ! the trumpet 

sounds, 
And calls to evening song ; for, though with hyma 
Etemaly course succeeding course, extol 
In presence of the incarnate, holy God^ 
And celebrate his never-ending praise^— > 
Duly at mom and night, the multitudes 
Of men redeemed, and angels, all the hoala 
Of glory, join in univenal song. 
And pour celestial harmony, from harps i 

Above all number, eloquent and sweet. 
Above all thought of melody conceived. 
And now behold the lair inhabitants, 
Delightful sight ! from numerovs bu an ew tuni. 
And round and round through all the extent of 

bliii *^' 

Towards the temple of Jehovah bow, 
juid worship reverently before Ma fibce 

Pursuits are various here, suiting all tastes, 
Though holy all, and glorifymg G(3. 
Observe yon band pursue the sylvan stream : 
Mounting among the cliffs, they pull the flower, 
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Spriag^iog^ as soon as pulled,. and, marveling;, prj 
Into its veins, and circulating blood. 
And wondrous mimicry of higher life ; 
Admire its colours, fragrance^ gentle shape ; 
And thence admire the God who made it so— 
So simple, complex, and so beautifuL 

Behold yon other baud, in airy robes 
Of bliss. They weave the sacred bower of rose 
And myrtle shade, and shadowy verdant bay. 
And laurel, towering high ; and round their song. 
The pink and lily bring, and amaranth, 
Narcissus sweet, and jessamine ; and bring 
The clustering vine, stooping with flower and 

fruit. 
The peach and orange, and the sparkling stream, 
IVarbling with nectar to their lips unasked ; 
And talk the while of everlasting love. 

On yonder hill, behold another band. 
Of piercing, steady, intellectual eye, 
And spacious forehead of sublimest thought. 
They reason deep of present, future, past 
And trace effect to cause ; and meditate 
On the eternal laws of God, which bind 
Circumference to centre ; and survey. 
With optic tubes, that fetch remotest stars 
Near them, the system circling round immense, 
Innumerons. See how, — ^as he, the sage, 
Among the most renowned in days of Time, 
Renowned for large, capacious, holy soul, 
Demonstratet clearly motion, gravity. 
Attraction, and repulsion, still opposed ; 
And f^ mto the deep, original. 
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Unknown, mysterious elements of thing;!,— 
See how the face of every auditor 
Expands with admiration of the skill, 
Omnipotence, and hoandless love of God ! 

These other sittiiig near the tree of life. 
In robes of linen flowing white and clean. 
Of holiest aspect, of divinest soul. 
Angels and men,-»into the glory look 
Of the Redeeming Love, and turn the leaves, 
Of man^i redemption o*er, the secret leaves 
Which none on earth were found worthy to 

open; 
And, as they read the mysteries divine, 
The endless mysteries of salvation, wrought 
By God*s incarnate Son, they humbler bow 
Before the Lamb, and glow with warmer love» 

These other, there relaxed beneath the shade 
Of yon embowering palms, with friendship smfle, 
And talk of ancient days, and young pursuits. 
Of dangers passed, of godly triumphs won ; 
And sing the legends of their native land. 
Less pleasing far than this their Father's house. 

Behold that other band, half lifted up 
Between the hill and dale, reclined beneath 
The shadow of impending rocks, 'moug streams. 
And thundering waterfalls, and waving boughs 
That band of countenance sublime and sweet. 
Whose eye, with piercing, intellectual ray. 
Now beams severe, or now bewildered seems. 
Left rolling wild, or fixed in idle gase. 
While Fancy and thft Soul are iar (roin honw ; 
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These hold the pencil, art divine ! and' throtir ^ 
Before the eye remembered scenes of love ; 
Each picturing^ to each the hills, and skies. 
And treasured stories of the world he left ; 
Or^ grazing on the scenery of heaven, 
They dip their hand in colour^s native well, 
And, on the everlasting canvass, 'dash 
Figures of glory, imagery divine. 
With grace and grandeur in perfection knit. 

Bat, wkatsoe'er these spirits Messed purme^ 
Where'er they go, whatever sights they see 
Of glory and bliss through all the tracts oC 

heaven ; 
The centre, still, the figure eminent. 
Whither they ever turn, on whom all eyes 
Repose with infinite delight, is God, 
And his incarnate Son, the Lamb once slain 
On Calvary, to ransom ruined men. 

None idle here. Look where thou wilt, they iU 
Are active, all engaged in meet pnrsnit; 
Not happy else. Hence is it that the song 
Of heaven is ever new ; for daily thus. 
And nightly, new discoveries are made 
Of God's unbounded wisdom, power, and Uire, 
Which give the understanding larger room,^ 
And sweU the hymn with ever-growing praise. 

Behold they cease ! and every face to God 
Turns ; and we pause from high poetic theme, 
Not worthy least of being sung in heaven ; 
And on unvailed Godhead look from this. 
Oar oflr&equented hill He takes the harp^ 
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Nor need* to seek befitting praise: unsougktj 
Numbera harmonious roll along the lyre ; 
Aa river in its native bed, they flow 
Spontaneous, flowing with the tide of thought. 
He takes the harp — a bard of Judah leads^, 
This night, the boundless song, the bard that once. 
When fsreal's king was sad and sick to death, 
A message brought of fifteen added years. 
Before the Throne he stands sublime, in robes 
Of glory ;' and now his fingers wake the chords 
To praise, which we and all in heaven lepeau 

Harps of £teniity ! begin the song, 
Redeemed and angel harps ! begin to God, 
Begin the anthem ever sweet and new, 
While I extol Him, holy, just, and good. 
Life, beauty, light, intelligence, and love 
Eternal, uncreated, infinite ! 
Unsearchable Jehovah ! God of truth. 
Maker, upholder, governor of all ! 
Tbynelf unmftde, ongovemed, unupheld ! 
Omnipotent, unchangeable. Great God ! 
Exhaustless fulness ! giving unimpaired ! 
Bounding immensity, uns]»read, unbound ! 
Highest and best ! beginning, middle^ end ! 
All-awing Eve ! all-seeing, and unseen! 
Hearing, unheard ! all-knowing, and unknown ! 
Above all praise ! above all height of thought! 
Proprietor of immortality ! 
Glory inefl^ble ! bliss underived ! 
Of Old thou builtst thy throne on righteousness. 
Before the morning Stars their song began, 
Or silence heard the voice of praise. Thou laidst 



I 
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Ktenity's foundation stone, and sawest 
Ifife and existence out of Three begin. 
Mysterious more, the more displayed, where still ■ 
. Upon thy glorious Throne thou sitst alone. 
Hast sat alone, and shalt ibr ever sit 
Alone, Invisible, Immortal One ! ^ 

Behind essential brightness unbeheld. 
Incomprehensible ! what weight shall weigh, ^ 
What measure measure Thee! Wbatknow wemora 
Of Thee, what need to know, than Thou hast taught.' 
And bidst us still repeat, at mom and ^ven ? * 

God! Everlasting Father r Holy One! 
Out God, our Father, our Eternal All! 
Source whence we came, and whither we r^ium ; 
Who made our spirits, who our bodies made, 
Who made the heaven, who made theflowery land, 
Who made all made, who orders, governs all, # ' 
Who walks upon the wind, who holds the wave ' 
In hollow of iby hand, whom thunders wait, 
Whom tempests serve, whom flaming fires obey, ' 
Wbo guides the circuit of the -endless yei^«. 
And sitst on high, and makest creation's top 
Thy footstool, and beholdst, below Thee, all- 
All nought, all less then nought, and vanity. 
Like transient dust Chat hovers on the scale. 
Ten thousand worlds are scattered in thy breaib. 
Thou sitst on high, and measurest destinies. 
And days, and months, and wide->revolving years ;- 
And dost according^ to thy holy will ; 
And none can stay thy hand, and none withold 
Thy glory ; for in jud^ent, Thou, as well 
As mercy, art exalted, day and night. 
Past, present, future, mngnify thy name. 
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Thy works all praise Thee, all thy aDg;els praise. 

Thy saints adore, and on thy altars burn 

The fragrant incense of perpetual love. 

They praise Thee now, their hearts, their Foices 

praise. 
And swell the rapture of the glorioas song. 
Harp! lift thy voice on high! shout, angels, 

shout ) 
And loudest, ye redeemed ! glory to God, 
And to the Lamb who bought us with bis blood. 
From every kindred, nation, people, tongue ; 
And wasliiK^ and sanctified, and saved our souls ; 
And jB^ve us robes of linen pure, and crowns 
Of life, and made us kings and priests to God* 
Shout back to ancient Time ! Sing loud, and wave 
Tpnr palms of triumi^ ! sing. Where is thy atiagi, 
O Death ! where is thy victory, O Grave ! 
Thanks be to God, eternal thanks, who g«v» 
Us victory through Jesus Christ, our Lo^ 
Harp ! lift thy rSee on high ! shout, angels, sii««t t 
And loudestt ye redeemed ! glory to God, 
And to the Ljunb, all glory and all praise, 
All i^ory and all praise, at mom and even. 
That come and go eternally, and find 
Us happy still, and Thee for ever blessed ! 
Glory to God and to the Lamb. Amen. 
For ever, and for evermore. Amen. 

And those who stood upon the sea of glass. 
And those who stood upon the battlements 
And lofty towers of New Jerusalem.. 
And those who circling stood, bowing afiur. 
Exalted on the everlasting hills. 
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Thoarancls of thousancis, thousancb infinite, 
With Toice of boundless lore, answered, Amen« 
And throag^h Eternity near, and remote. 
The worlds, adoi^ng, echoed back. Amen. 
And God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
The One Eternal, smiled superior bliss I 
And every eye, and every &ce in heayen. 
Reflecting^ and reflected, beamed with k>ve« 

Nor did he not, the Virtue new arrived. 
From Grodhead gain an individual smile. 
Of high acceptance, and of welcome high. 
And confirmation evermore in good. 
Meantime the landscape glowed with holy joj. 
Zephyr, with wing dipped from the well of liie, 
Sporting through Paradise, shed living dews ; 
The flowers, the spicy shrubs, the lawns, refresh- 
ed. 
Breathed their selectest balm, breathed odours, 

such 
As angels love ; and all the trees of heaven, 
The cedar, pine, and everlasting oak. 
Rejoicing on the mountains claped their handle 
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BOOK VH. 



Ahaltsu of Book VIL 

After the Hrmn, the relation Is reenined. The tranrfbr- 
nwtioo or tbe ilTing. the reeurrectioa of the dead, and 
the defUucthm of the Earth. 

On the morn of the final day all the appearances of na> 
ture were as nsaa), at mid- day unl venal darkness pre- 
vailed, and all action, all motion ceased : and an angel 
from heaven proclaimed " Time should be no more.'* 
And another Angel sounded tbe Trump of Godi when 
the dead awoke, and the living were changed. 

A description of the circumstances connected with tba 
momentous scene ; the living were changed in the aiklat 
of their several numerous avocations ; in labor, study, 
l^easure, or crimes. The dead of every age and plaee 
raised to life ; in tbe cultivated field, in the wUdernesa, 
in populous cities, In the midst of ancient ruins, and 
flora tbe great oceaa. 
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BOOK nh 



Aa one who moditates «t evcaiiig ti4€^ 
Wandering alone by voiceless solitudM^ 
And flies in fitncy^ far beyond tbe bouDds ' 
or visible and vqlgar tbio^ and thing* 
Discovered hitherto, pursuing tracts 
As yet ttotravetted and unkaown^ thnnifk vaii' 
Of new an4«weetii|MCiii«tf8; if ch»nc0 
Some airy harp, waked bv the gentle spiiles 
Of tw'dight, or ligbi touch of syhran miud, 
In soft succession fall ufwn his ear. 
And fill th^ desert with its heavenly tooatt ' 
He listens intense^ and pleasad eaceodingly 
And wishes it may never stop ; yet whan 
It stops, grieves not ; but to his fonsar IhoagM* 
With fondest haste returns : so did tfaa Saes^ 
So did his audience, after worship passed, 
Attd piaiae in heaven, return to sinff, to hear 
Of man. not worthy less the sacred lyre, 
Or the attentive ear ; and thus the bard. 
Not ttflbesought, again resumed his song, 

D 5 



SOS THE COURSE OF TIME. 

In cuBtomed glory bright, that mom, the Sun 
Rose, visitinff the earth with light, and heat, 
And joy ; and seemed as full of youth and strong 
To mount the Qteep of heaven, as when the Stan 
Of morning sung to his first dawn, and'night 
Fled from his face ; the spacious sky received 
Him, blushing as a bride, when on her looked 
The bridegroom ; fu!id,«pread out beneath his eye, 
Earth smiled. Up to his warm embrace, the 

Dews, 
That all night long had wept his absence, flew ; 
The hedbii and flowers their fragrant stores un- 
locked, 
And gave the wailt(m breeze that, newly woke, 
ReveUedin sweets, and from its wings shook 

health, 
A thousand grateful smells ; the joyous woods 
Dried in bis beams their locks, wet wiA the drops 
Of aigfat; and all the sons of music song 
Their matin song— -from arboured bower, the 

thrush, * 

€k»noeitiBg with the laik that hymed on high. 
On th^ green hiU the flocks, and in the vale 
The herds, rcjokred; and, light of heart, the Idnd 
£yed amorooslv the milk-maid as she passed, 
r^ot heedless^ though she looked another way. 

' No sign was there of change. All nature moved 

In wonted harmony. Men, as they met, 

In morning salutation, praised the day. 

And talkeaof common things. Tho husbandman 

Prepared the soil, and silver-tongued Hope 

Promised another harvest In the streets^ 
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Each wishing to make pro6t of his neigbhom^ 
Merchants, assembling, spoke of trying timefi 
Of bankruptcies, and markets j^uttedraU« 
Or, crowding to the beach, where, to their eai^ 
The oath of foreign accent, and the noise 
Uncouth of trade's rough sons, made music sweety, 
Klate with certain gain, — ^beheld the bark, 
Expected long enriched with other climes, 
Into the harbour safely steer ; or saw. 
Parting with many a weeping fareweU sad. 
And blessing uttered rade, and sacred pledge. 
The rich laden carack, bound to distant shore. 
And hopefully talked of her coming back, 
With richer freight ; or sitting at Sie desk, 
In calcttlatioa deep and intricate 
Of loss and profit balaQping, relieyed, 
At intervals, the irksome task, with thought 
Of future ease, retired in yilla snug. 

With subtle look, amid his parchments, sat 
The lawyer, weaving his sophistries for court 
To meet at mid-day. On his weary couchy 
Fat Luxury, sick of the night's debauch. 
Lay groaning, fretful at the obtrusive beam. 
That through his lattice peeped dirisively 
The restless miser had b^;ua agaiii 
To count his heaps. Before her toilet stood 
The fiiir, and, as with guileful skill she decked 
Her loveliness, thought of the comin|; ball, 
New lovers, or the sweeter nuptial night. 
And evil men, of desperate, lawless life, ^ 
By oath of deep damnation leagued to ill 
Remorselessly, fled from the face of day, 

14 
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AgMiAsl the innoceDt their counsel held, 

Plotting unpardonable deeds of blood, 

And TiUanies of fearful mag^nitadjB. 

Despots, fepured ^el^md a thouisao'd bolts, 

The workipiinship of fear, forged chains for ronn 

Senates were meeting, statesiiien loudly talked 

Of national resources, war and peace. 

And ingfcly balanced empires soon to end ; 

And faction*8 jaded minions, by the page 

Paid for ^i>^s^ ^i^d oft repeated lies. 

In d|i|y prints, the thorough-fare of newF, 

For party schemes made interest, under doak 

Of liberty, an4 ng?>^ <^l><d pi)b)ic weal. 

In holy conclave, bishops spoke of tithef , 

And of (he awfu| wipkeidnoss of inep^ 

iDtozifkte irit^ st^pljres, diadems, 

And universal rule, and panting hard 

For fiume, heroes were leading on the bravq 

To batUtf. Men, in science deeply read^ 

And aea'demic'thtory,' foretold 

Improvements vast ; and learned sceptics prqyed 

That earth' should with eternity endure^ 

Condiiclihg madly, that tker^ w;is no God. 

" No sig!) of change appeared : to every man 
That day yeem^ as the part, ^rpm noontide 

path 
The sun looked gloriously on (^ailfa, and all 
Her soenea of giddy foUy smiled aeeur^ , 

When suddenly, alas, fair £arth ! the smi 
Was wrapped in darkness, and his beams retumea 
Up f o the throne of God, and over all 
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The earth came n%ht, moonless and starless 

night. 
Nature stood ^Hl. The seas and rirers stoo 1, 
And all the wind?, and every living thing. 
The cataract, th«>t, like a giant wroth. 
Rushed down impetuously, as seized, at once, 
By sudden frost, with all his hoary locks, 
Stood still ; and beasts of every kind stood stijl. 
A deep and dreadful silence reigned alone ! 
Hope died in every breast, and on all men 
Came fear and trembling. None to his neigh- ' 

hour spoke, 
Hoaband thought not of wife, nor of her child 
The mother, nor friend of friend, nor foe of focu. 
In horrible suspense all mortals stood ; 
And, as they stood and li&tenec, cbariota were 

heard. 
Rolling in heaven. Revealed in flaming fire, 
The ang^ of God appeared in stature vast. 
Blazing, and, lifting up his hand on high. 
By Him that lives for ever, swore, that Time* 
Should be no more. I'hroughout, creation heard 
And sighed; all rivers, lakes, and seas, and 

woods. 
Desponding waste, and cultivated vale. 
Wild cavc^ and ancient hill, and every rock. 
Sighed. Earth, arrested in her wonted path, 
As ox struck by the lifted axe, when nought 
Was feared, in all her entrails deeply groaned. 
A universal crash was heaid, as if 
The ribs of Nature broke, and all her dark 
Foandations failed ; and deadly paleness sat 
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Od ev<ury face of man, and every heart 
Qrew chill, and every knee His follow smote. 
None spoke, none stirred, none wept ; for horror 

held 
All motionless, and fettered every t<mgue. 
Again, o'er all the nations silence fell : 
And, in the heavens, robed in excessive light. 
That drove the thick of darkness far aside, 
And walked with penetration keen, through all 
The abodes of men, another aogcl stood, 
And blew the trump of God : Awake, ye dead. 
Be changed, je livmg, and put on the garb 
Of Immortality. Awake, arise !— 
The God of judgment comes ! This said the voice. 
And Silence, from eternity that slept 
Beyond the sphere of the creating Word, 
Ami all the noiae of Time, awakened, heard. - 
Heaven heard, and earth, and farthest hell, through 

all 
Her regions of despair ; the ear of Death 
Heard, and the sleep that for so long a night 
Pr es se d on bis leaden eyetids, fled ; and ul 
Tfce d«ad awoke, and all the living changed. 

Old men, that on their stafl^ bend in^, had leaned, 
Crazy and frail, or sat, benumbed with age, 
In weary listlessness, ripe for the grave. 
Felt through their sluggish veins and withered 

limbs, 
New vigour flow ; the wrinkled face grew smooth; 
Upon the head, that Time had razored bare, 
Bose bushy locks ; and as his son in prime 
Of slren^h and youth, the aged father stood.* 
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Changing herself, the mother mw her eon 

Grow up, end eudJeiily put on the form 

Of manhood : and the wretch, that begging laty 

Limbless, deformed, at comer of the way^ 

Unmindful of bis crutch, in joiut and limb, 

Arose complete ; and he, that on the bed 

Of mortal sickness, worn with sore distress, 

Lay breathing forth his soul to death, felt now 

The tide of Ltfe and vigour rushing back ; 

And, looking up, beheld his weeping wife, 

And daughter&nd, thato*er hipi, bending, stooped 

To close his e^es. The frantic madman, too* 

In whose confused brain reason had loet 

Her way, long driven at random to and fro^ 

Grew sobei^ and his manacles fell off, 

The newly-sheeted corpse arose, and itared 

On those who dressed it; and the coffined dead, 

That men were bearing to the tomb, awoke, 

And mifl^led with their friends ; and armies, which 

The trump surprised, met in the furiooa shock 

Of battle, saw the bleeding ranks, new faUen^ 

Rise »p. at once, and to* their chastly cheeks 

Return th« stceam of life in healthy flow ; 

And as the anatomist, with all his band 

Of rude disciples, o*er the subject hung. 

And impolitely hewed fats way, through boaes, 

And uKoedkdB of the sacred human form. 

Exposing barbarouafty to wanton gaze. 

The mysteries of nature, joint embraced 

His kindred ioint, the wounded flesh grew up. 

And suddooly the injured man awok«^ 

Among their hands, and stood arrayed complfi^ 
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In imqioitality — forgitnng scarce 
The insult oflered to his day in death* 

That warthe hour, Ions wished for by the good. 
Of Universal Jubilee to tul 
The sons of bondage : from the oppressor's band 
The scourge of violence fell, and from his back. 
Healed of its stripes, the burden of the slave. 

The youth of great religious sonl, who aat 
Retired in voluntary loneliness, 
Inieverie extravagant now wrapped. 
Or poring now on book of ancient date, 
With filial awe, and dipping oft his pen 
To write immortal things ; to pleasure dea( 
And joys of common men, working his way 
With mighty energy, not miinspired, 
Through all the mines of thought; reeklew of 

pain, 
And weariness, and wasted health, the seoff 
Of Pride^r growl of Envy's heUiah brood ; 
While Fancy, voyaged far beyond the bomida 
Of years revealed, beard many a future age, 
With commendation loud, repeat bis name,*** 
False prophetess ! the day of change was oomo^— 
Behind the shadow of eternity, 
He saw his visions set of earthly fame. 
For ever set ; nor sighed, while through hie voias^ 
In lighter current, ran inunortal life ; 
His form renewed to undecaying health ; 
To undecaying health, his soul, erewhile 
Not tuned anuas to God*B eternal praise. 

411 men in field and city, by the way, 
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Qn.land«r«e«| roUiiigin gorgeous h«U| 

Or piling at the oar ; crawling in rags 

Obscure, or daazliog in embroidered gold ; 

Alone, in companies, at borne, abroad ; 

In wanton merriment surprised and takeily 

Or kneeling reverently in act of prayer | 

Or cursing recklessly, or uttring lies ; 

Or lapping greedily, from slander's cup, 

Tbe blood of reputation ; or between 

Friendships ana brotherhoods devisioc striA ; 

Or plotting to defile a neighbour's bed; 

In duel met with dagger of revenge ; 

Or casting, on the widow's heritage. 

The eye of covetousness ; or, with full hand, 

On mercy's noiseless errands, unobserved, 

Administering ; or meditating frand 

And deeds of horrid barbarous intent ; * 

In full pursuit of unexperienced hope, 

Flottenng along the nowery path of youth ; 

Or steeped in cnsappointment's bitterness, 

The fevered cup that guilt most ever d^nk, . 

When parched and fainting on the road of ill ; 

Beggar and king, the clown and haughty lord ; 

The venerable sage, and empty fop ; 

The ancient matron, and the rosy brido ; 

The virgin chaste, and shrivelled harlot vile ;■ - 

The savage fierce, and man of science, mild ; 

The good and evil, in a moment, all 

Were changed, corruptible to incorrupt, 

And mortal to immortal, ne'er to change. 

Aodnow, descending fromthebowenof li0M«i» 
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Soft airs o^ ttll the e«pthy AprMiAq^ 

beard. 

And H^elujahfl sweet, the hennooy 
Of rigbteoBS eouJs that came to repo fl a ea a 
Their loiig-aeglected bodies; and anon 
Upon the car fell horribly the aonnd 
Of careing, and the yells of damned despailry 
Uttered by felon spirits, that the tramp 
Had summoned from the burning glooms of bel, 
To put their bodies on, reserved for wo* 

Now, starting up among the living changed. 
Appeared innmnerous the risen dead. 
Each particle of dust was claimed,: the tori^ 
For ages trod beneath the careless foot 
Of men, rose, organized in human form; 
The monumental stones were rolled away; 
The doors of death wero opened ; and in the dark 
And loathsome vault, and silent cbarnel house. 
Moving, were heard the mouldered bonea that 

sought 
Their proper place. Instinctive, every soul 
Flew to its clhyej part : from grass-grown mouldy 
The nameless spirit took its ashes up, 
Reanimate ; and, merginc from beneath 
The flattered marble, undistinguished rose 
The great, nor heeded once the lavish rhyme. 
And costly l>omp of sculptured garnish vain. 
The Mempbian mummy, that from age to age, 
Decending, bought and sold a thousand timea. 
In hall of curious antiquary stowed, 
Wjgapped in mysterious weeds, the wondrova 

theme 
Of inany an erang tale, shook off ita laga ; 
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and tlM brown son of Egypt itood bmtSim 
The £ttropeMi, his test purehAser* 
In vale remote, the hermit rose, sarpntid 
At crowd! thst rose ilround him, where hethoi^i 
His slumbers h«<l been single ; and Um baid| 
Who fondly covenanted with his firiend, 
To lay his bones beneath the sighing bough 
Of some old lonely tree, rising, was presesd 
By muttiudes that claimed their proper doit 
From the same spot ; and he, that, nchly heafSddy 
With gloomy garniture of purohaeed vro, 
Embalmed, m princely sepulchre was laid. 
Apart from vulgar men, built nicely round 
And round by the proud heur, who blushed tatfamk 
His iathei's lordly clay should ever mix 
With peasant dusi, — saw by his side awake 
The clown that long had slumbered in his aims* 

The fiunily tomb, to whose devouring moatb 
Pescended sire and son, age after age^ 
la long, uad>roken, hereditary line, 
Poured forth, at once, the ancient father rade^ 
And idlhis oilfapring of a thousand yens. 
Refreshed from sweet repose, awoke the man 
Of charitable life — awoke and sung: 
And from his prison house, slowly and ead, 
As if UQsatisfied with holding near 
Cewmunion with the earth, the miser drew 
His carcass forth, and goashed his teeth, and 

howled, 
Uiisoia o ed by his gold and silver then. 
From simple stone in lonely wilderness^ 
Ibat JNMiy leji o'ep-lettored by the bud 
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Of ofV4riqiietitiBg pflgrka, who had tanjefat 
The willow tree to weep, at mom and even. 
Over the aacred spot, — the martyr saint. 
To aons; of seraph harp, trhunphant, rose, 
WoK pleased that he had euflSsred to the death. 
''Thecloud'Capped towers, thegorfseous palaces,*' 
As song the bard by Nature's lumd anointed. 
In whose capacious (riant numbers rolled 
The passions of old Time, fell lumbering down. 
All cities fell, and every work of man. 
And gave their portion forth of human dust, 
Touched by the mortal finger of decay. 
Tree, herb, and flower, and every fowl of heaTcn, 
And £sh, and animal, the wild and tame. 
Forthwith dissolving, crumbled into dost. 

Alas ! ye sons of strength, ye ancient oaks, 
Ye holy pines, ye elms, and cedars tall, 
Like towers of God, far seen on Carmel mount, 
Or Lebanon, that waved your boughs on high. 
And laughed at all the winds, — ^your hour wis 

come! 
Ye laurels, ever green, and bays, that wont 
To wreath the patriot and the poet's brow ; 
Ye myrtle bowers, and groves of sacred shada^ 
Where Music ever soni;, and Zephjrr fanned 
His airy win?, wet with the dews of life. 
And Spring for ever smiled, the fragrant ha.iiBt 
Of Love, and Healtbi and evernlaneifis Biirth,-* 
Alas ! how suddenly your verdure died, 
And ceased your minstrelsy, to sing no more! 
Ye flowers of beauty, penciled by the huid 
Of God« who annually xenflwod your bMk, • 
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T0 ftni tiw virgin rabes of Natftr^ disito, 
Te soriliiig-femtiirad datmhters of the San! 
F«iinr than queenly bnd^ by Jordan** etream 
Leadinf? yonr frentle lives, retired, uneeen ; 
Or on the sainted cliiBi on Zion hill 
Wanderinsr, and holding with the heavenly dew^ 
In holy revelry, your nightly loves, 
Watched by the stars, and o0ering, every moriH 
Your incense grateful both to God and man ;— 
Te loi^cly gentle things, alas ! no s(9ring 
Shall ever wake you now ! ye withered all, 
All in a moment drooped, and on your roots 
The grasp of everlasting winter sei^d f 
Children of song, ye birds that dwelt in air, 
4nd stole year notes from angels' lyres, and first 
fn levee of the mom, with eulogy 
Ascendin«r, hailed the advent of the dawn ; 
Or, roosted on the pensive evening bough. 
In melancboly numbers, sung the day 
To rest ; — your little wincirs, failings, dissolvei]. 
In middle air, and on your harmony 
Perpetual silence fell ! Nor did his win^,' 
That sailed in tract of gods sublime, and fiinned 
The suD, avail the eagle then ; quick smitten. 
His plumage withered in meridian height, 
And, in the vallev, sunk the lordly bird, 
A clod of clay. Before the ploughman fell' 
His steers, and in midway the furrow left. 
The shepherd saw his flocks around him turn 
To dust. Beneath his rider fell the steed 
To rains ! and the lion in his den 
Qrew cold and stifi^ or in the furioos <^W99 



Willi tuud&m, that MMatl; miwrf hi» pmiw. 
On euth bo Uvrng thing wu sew b«t aftn, 
N«w-chaiig«d, or rniog from the opcaii^ lo«yb. 

Atheoi, and Rome, and Babylon, and Tyre, 
And she that aat on Thames, queen of the sea^ 
Cities once famed on earth, convulsed through all 
Their mighty ruins, threw their millions fortli. 
Palmyra's dead, where DesoUtion sat, 
From age to age, well pleased in solitude. 
And silence, save when traveller's foot, or «w] 
Of night, or fragment moulderiqg down to dust, 
firoke fiuntly on his desert ear, — awoke. 
And Salem, holy city, where the Prince 
Of Life, by death, a second life secured 
To man, and with him, from the grave, redeea^ 

ad, 
A chosen number brought, to retinue 
His great ascent on high, and give sure pledge^ 
That death was foiled,— her generations, now. 
Gave up, of kings and priests, and Phanbeea : 
Nor even the Sadducee, who fondly said, 
lio mom of resurrection e'er should come. 
Could sit the summons ; to his ear did reach 
The trumpet's voice, and, ill prepared for what 
He oft had proved should never be, he rose 
Reluctantly, and on his face began 
To bum eternal shame. The cities, too. 
Of old ensepulchred beneath the flood, 
Or deeply slumbering under mountains hi^. 
That Earthquake, servant of the wrath of Cro4» 
Had on their wicked population thrown ; 
And marts of busy trade^ long ploughed and sown 
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Of Iwrd, yet not Ibrgottra (heir wi«kedaii% 

In heavea ; — poured forth their aaeieiit mMt^ 

tttdesy 
That vainly wished their sleep bad nerer hralRiw, 
From battle-fields, where men by miUions viel 
To murder each his fellow, and make sport 
To kings and heroes, things long siaoe forged 
Innumerous armies rose, unbannered all, 
Unpanoplied, unpraised ; nor Sowad a prinoei 
Or general, then, to answer for their trimw 
The hero's slavea, and all the seat let troepa 
Of antiebrist, and all that fought for rule,— ^ 
Ma^y high-sounding nsjnes, Amiliar oune 
On eartht and praised exoeediagly, bat new 
Familiar most in hell, their doi^;eon fit, 
Wheretbey may war eternally with Oodb 
Almighty liiuaderbolta, and win ihem pangs * 
Of keener wo,— saw, as tliey sprang to li£^ 
The widow and the orphan ready sUnd, 
And helpless virgin, ravished in their sport. 
To plead against them at the coming Doom. 
The Roman legions, boasting once, how load ! 
Ofliberty, and fighting bravely o'er 
The torrid and the frigid zone, the sands 
Of burning E^pt, and the frozen hills 
Of snowy Albion, to make mankind 
Theit thralls, untaught that he who made oiSi 

kept 
X slave could ne'er himself be truly freer-* 
That morning, gathered up their dust, whieh lay 
Wide-icattmd over half the i^obe i not nw 
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Their eagled bslMien then . Sennacberib^t hosts, 
EmbfttHeil once ugaiiiat the !>oii8 fo God, 
Willi tesfilt bold, qaick as the nm»e of mirth 
And reyelry, sunk in their drunken camp, 
Wltan deaOi^ dark angel, at the dead of night. 
Their vitals touched, and made each pulse eimnd 

still,— 
Awoko in sorrow ; and the multitudes 
Of Gog, and all the fated crew that warred 
Against the chosen saints, in the last days. 
At Amngedon, when the Lord came down, 
Mnsteriog his host on Isniel's holy bills. 
And, fiom tho treasures of his snow and bail. 
Rained tenor, and eonfbsion rained, and death, 
And gairo to aH the beasts, and fowls of heaveo. 
Of Captain's flesh, and blood of men of war, 
Afeastof msnydays,-^4nevivod, and, dootned 
To seoond death, stood in Hamonah*s ^-aie. 

Nor yet did all that fell in battle rise, 
That dajr, to wailing. Here and there were seen 
The patriot bands that from his guilty throne 
The despot tore, unshackled nations, made 
The prince respect the people's laws, drove back 
The wave of proud invasion, and rebuked 
The frantic rarv of the multitude. 
Rebelled, and fought and feH for liberty 
Right understood, true heroes in the speech 
Of heaven, where words express the thoughts of 

him 
Who speaks ; not nndistingmshed these, thoogli 

few, 
That mom, arose, with jcHf and melody* 
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AttAv A e . t he iiMtfa «nd south psvt "up tMr 
daad. 
Tbe «arayiui« that m mid-journey sunk, 
With all its merchandise, expected longi 
And long forgot, ingulfed beneath tbe tide 
Of death, that the wild Spirit of the winds 
Swept, in hie wrath, along the wiklerneas, 
In 4he wide dea^rt^^wolce, and saw all calm 
Around, and populous with risen men : 
Nor of hi« reuce thought the pil^pim then, 
Nor merchant of his eilke and spioeries. 

And he, far voyaging from home and friends. 
Too curious, with a mortal eje to peep 
Into the secrets of the Po|e, forbid 
^y nature, whom Qerce Winter seized, and froze , 
To death, and wi^pped in win<lifig sheet of ice» 
And sung ,t he requiem of his shivering ghost. 
With (he loud organ of hts mighty winds, 
And'on his memory threw the snow of ageSf 
Felt the long-absent warmth of life return. 
And §hook the frozen mountain frofz> his bed* 

All rose, of every age, of every dime. 
Adam and Kve, the great progenitors 
Of all mankind, fair as they seemed, that mom. 
When first they met in Paradise, unfallen, 
Uncursed , — ftfom ancient slumber broke, wliero 

onee 
Euphrates rolled his stream-; and by them stood, 
In stature equal, and in soul as large. 
Their last poster itv, though poets sung. 
And 9agee proyc<f tliem far degenerate. 
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MmmA Mght I not unoteenptd by anyh, ntr 
UopnMed,-Hth«t day, 'mong men of every tribe 
And hue, fram those who drank of Tenglio^ 

stream. 
To those who nightly saw the Hermit Cross 
In utmost south retired/— rising, were seen 
The fiur and ruddy sons of Albion's land. 
How flad!-*not those who travdkd far and 

To purchase huoMoi flesh, or wreath the yoke 

Of vassaiage on savage Uberty, 

Or suck larse fortune from the sweat of slaves ; 

Or, with refined knavery, to cheat. 

Politely villanous, untutored men 

Out of their property ; or gather shells, 

Intaglios rucie, old pottery^ and store 

Of mutilated gods of stone, alid scraps 

Of barbarous epitaphs defaced, to be 

Among the learned the theme of warm debate, 

And ignite conjecture, sagely wrong ! — 

But those, denied to self, to earthly fame 

Denied^ and earthly wealth ; who kindred left. 

And home, and.ease, and all the cultured joys* 

Conveniences, and delicate delights, 

Of ripe society ; in the great cause 

Of man's salvation, greatly valorous, u 

The warriors of Messiah, messengers ^ 

Of peace, and light, and life, whose eye, onseal- 

•d. 
Saw up the path of immortality. 
Far into Uisi^ saw men, immortal men, 
Wide wandering from the way ; eclipsed in mghl^ 
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Dark,, mooDlett, monl mght; Uriog ISkm iMwti^ 
Lake beasts decending^ to Uie grare, vntMiglil 
Of life to come, unsanetified, uaaayiBd ; 
Who, strong, though seeming weak; who war- 
like, though 
Unarmed with bow and sword ; appearing mad. 
Though sounder than the schoc^s alone e'er made 
The doctors head ;< deyote to God and trath^ 
And sworn to man's eternal weal, beyond 
Repentance sworn, or thought of tarmng beck ; 
And casting far behind all earthly care, 
All oountryships, all national regards. 
And enmities, all narrow bourns of state 
And selfish policy; beneath their feet 
Treading all fear of opposition down, 
All fear of danger, of reproach all fear. 
And evU^ tongues; — ^went forth, from Britam 

went, 
A noiseless band of heavenly soldiery* 
From out the armory of God equipped, . 
Invincible, to conquer sin, to blow 
The trump of freedom in the despot's ear. 
To tell the bruted slave his manhood high, . ^ 
His birthright liberty, and in his hand 
To put the writ of manumission, signed 
By God's own signature ; to drive away 
From earth the dark, infernal legionry 
Of superstition, ignorance, and hell ; 
High on the pagan hills, where satan sat. 
Encamped, and o*er the subject kingdoms threw 
Perpetual night, to plant Immanuers cross, 
The ensign of the Gospel, blazing round 

15 
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hBMrtel truth ; and, in the wildmMNi 
Of hnmaa waste, to sow eternal life ; 
And from the rook, where Sin, with horrid yell. 
Devoured its rictimB unredeemed, to raiae 
The melody of grateful hcarU to Heaven : 
To fcbehood, truth ; to pride, humility ; 
r« nrolt, meekneis ; pardon, to revenge ; 
To stobbem prejudice, unwearied seal ; 
To censure^ unaocusing minds ; to stripes, 
I^one suiferittg ; to want of all things, hope ; 
Todeath, assured faith of life to come ;— 
Opposing. These, great worthies, rising, shone 
Through an the tribes and nations of mankind. 
Like Hesper, glorious once among the stars 
Of twilight, and around them, flocking, stood. 
Arrayed in white, the people they had saved. 

Great Ocean ! too, that morning, thou the call 
Of restitution heardst, and reverently 
To the last trumpet's voice, in silence, listened. 
€kwt Ocean! strongest of creation's sons. 
Unconquerable, unreposed, imtired, 
That rolled the wild, profound, eternal bass, 
In Nature's anthem, and made music, such 
As pleased the ear of God ! original, 
Unmarred, unfaded work of Deity, 
And unburlesqued by mortal's puny skill. 
From age to age enduring and unchanged, 
Majestical, inimitable, vast. 
Loud uttering satire, day and night, on each 
Succeeding race, and little pompous work 
Of man 1 — unfallen, religious, holy Sea I 



Tbou bowedst th^ glorious head to none, feeredst 

none, 
Heftrdrtnone, to none didst honour, but to God 
Thy Maker, only worthy to receive 
Thy great obeisance ! Undiscovered Sea ! 
Into thy dark, unknown, mysterious caves, 
And secret haunts, unfathomably deep 
Beneath all vuible retired, none wenC 
And came again, to tell the wonders there. 
Tremendous Sea ! what time thou lifted up 
Thy waves on high, and with thy winds and 

storms, 
Strange pastime took, and shook thy mighty sides 
Indignantly, — the pride of navies fell ; 
Beyond the arm ot help, unheard, unseen. 
Sunk friend and foe, with all their wealth and war; 
And on thy shores, men of a thousand tribes, 
Polite and barbarous, trembling stood, amazed. 
Confounded, terrified, and thought vast thoughts 
Of ruin, boundlessness, omnipotence, 
Infinitude, eternity : and thought 
And wondered still, and grasped, and grasped, 

and grasped 
Again: beyond herreacb, exerting all 
The soul, to take thy great idea in, 
To oom(nrehend incomprehensible ; 
And wondeped more, and felt theb littlenees. 
SeM^pori^fftg, unpolluted Sea! 
Lover unchangeable, thy fahhful breast 
For ever heavmg to the lovely Moon, 
That like a shy and holv virgin, robed 
In saintly white, walkeo nightly in the heavens, 



ttt TllK OOVKtB OV miB* 

And to the ereilaating lereoade 
Gave gracious audience ; nor was wooed in vain* 
That morning, thou, that alumbered not belbra^ 
Nor slept, great Ocean ! laid thy waves to feat 
And hushed thy mighty minstrelsy. No breath 
Thy deep composure stirred, no mi, no oar ; 
Like beauty newly dead, so calm, so still. 
So lovely, thou, beneath the light that fell 
From angel-chariots, sentinelled on hi^ h, 
Keposed, and listened, and saw thy livmg change^ 
Thy dead arise. Charybdis listened, and Scylu 
And savage Euxine, on the Thracian beacfa^ 
Lay motionless : and every battle-ship 
Stood still, and every ship of merchandise, 
^d all that sailed, of every name, stood stilL 
Even as the ship of war, full-fledged, and swtfl. 
Like some fierce bird of prey, bore on her (oe. 
Opposing with as fell intent, the wind 
Fell withered from her wings that idly hung} 
The stormy bullet, by the cannon thrown 
Uncivilly airaint the heavenly face 
Of men, half sped, sunk harmlessly, and all 
tier loud, uncircumcised, tempestuous crew. 
How ill prepared to meet their God! wera 

changed, 
Uuchniigeahle^-the pilot at the helm 
WaccLa^eu, and the rough captain, while h« 

mouthed % 

The huge, enormous oath. The fisherman. 
That in his boat, expectant, watched his lines^ 
Or mended on the shore his net, and sung, 
Happy m thoughtlessues, some careless air 
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Hand Time depart, and fdt the raden dMnge. 
in solitary deep, far out from land, 
Or steering from the port with many a cheer, 
Or while returning from long vovai^e, fraught 
With lusty wealth, rejoicing to have escaped 
The dangerous main, and plagues of foreign 

climes, — 
The merchant quaffed his native air, refreshed ; 
And saw his native hills, in the sun^s light. 
Serenely rise ; and thought of meetings glad, 
And many days of ease and honour, spent 
Among his friends — ^unwarned man ! even then, 
The knell of Time broke on his reverie. 
And, in the twinkling of an eye, his hopes, 
AH earthly, perished alL As sudden rose. 
From out their watery beds, the Ocean's dead, 
Renewed ; and, on the unstirring billows, stood. 
From pole to pole, thick covering all the sea — , 
Of evCTy nation blent, and every age. 

Wherever slept one grain of human dust. 
Essential oigan of a human soul. 
Wherever tossed, obedient to the call 
Of God's omnipotence, it hurried on 
To meet its fellow particles, revived, 
Rebuilt, in union indestructible. 
No atom of his spoils remained to Death. 
From his stron|r arm, by stronger arm released. 
Immortal now m soul and body both, 
Beyond his reach, stood all the sons of men. 
And saw, behind, his valley lie, unfeared. 

O Death I with what an eye of desperate liisl 
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From oat thy emptied vauiti, thou then didM 

look 
After the risen muUitudet of ell 
Mankind ! Ah ! then hadst been the terror long^, 
And murderer, of all of woman bom. 
None could escape thee ! In thy dnngeon house, 
"Where darkness dwelt, and putrid loathsome- 
ness, 
And fearful silence, yillanously still. 
And all of horrible and deadly name,— 
Thou satst, from age to a§^e, insatiate. 
And drank the blood of men, and g;org;ed their 

flesh, 
And with thy iron teeth didst grind their bones 
To powder, treading out, beneath thy feet. 
Their Tery names and memories. The blood 
Of nations could not slake thy parched throat. 
Ko bribe could buy thy favour for an hour. 
Or mitigate thy eyer-cruel rage 
For human prey. Gold, beauty, Tirtue, youth. 
Even helpless, swaddled innocency, failed 
To soften thv heart of stone ! the mfimfa Mood 
leased well thy taste, and, while the mother 

wept, 
Bereaved by thee, lonely and waste in wo^ 
Thy ever-grinding jaws devoured her too. 

Each son of Adam's family behdd, 
Whei'er he tamed, whatever path of life 
He trode, thy gobun form before him stand. 
Like trusty old assassin, in his aim 
Steady and sure as eye of destiny, 
With sithe, and dart, and strength invindUi^ 
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Equipped, and «Ter meaacing lua Ufe. 
He turned asidei he drowned hiiM^in tleep^ 
[n wine, in pleaeure; UaveUed, voyaged, wma^ 
Receipts for health from aU be met $■ betook 
To buainesB, speculate, retired ; returned 
Again to active life, a^n retired ; 
Returned, retired a^n; prepared to die. 
Talked of thy nothmgness^ conversed or Ufii 
To come, laughed at his fears, filled up the tn^p 
Drank deep, refrained ; filled up, refiaued agmnr 
Planned, built him round with sptendoor, won 

appiauscL- 
Made large lOlianoes with men and thhigSy 
Read deep in science and philosophy, 
To fortify his soul; heard lecturss prove 
The present 01, and future good; observed 
His pulse beat regular, ezt^ided hope; 
Thought, dissipated thought, and (houriifti 
Indulged, abstained, and tried atbousandso 
To ward thy blow, or hide thee from his eye ; 
But still thy gloomy terrors, dipped in sin, 4 
Befoce him frowned, and withered all his joy. 
Still, feared and hated thing! thy ghoetly * 
Stood in his avenues of fairest iiope; 
Unmannerly and uninvited, crept 
Into his haunts of most select dfeligfat, 
Still, on his halls of muth, and bmquetmg, 
And revelry, thy shadowy hand was seen 
Writing thy name of— Death. Vile worm, that 

gnawed 
The root of alt his happiness terrene, th^ gall 
Of all his sweet, the tbom of every rose 
Of eardily bloom, cloud of his noon-day sky. 
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Ffoit of hiispniig^ ngh of lot loudttrt laasb, 

Dai% 0|Mt on ev«y form of lovelineas^ . 

Sunk MncU amidit hii rutft spiosnes, 

Haxsh djaaontnca of all his haunoor, 

Retenre of every promiee, ajid the if 

Of all to-monowa |-*>now, beyand thy vale 

Stood all the ransomed multitude of men, 

Immoital alli and, in their viaions, saw 

Thy visage grim no more. Great payment day f 

Of aU thou ever conquered, none was left 

Ib thy onpeoplad realrasy so populous once. 

He, at whoae girdle bang the keys of death. 

And life^ notbongfat but with the blood of Him 

Who wears, the etmrnal Son of God, that mom, 

DiapeDed the dood that sat so lomr, so thick. 

So neavy o^ertby vale : opened aUdiy doors. 

Unopened before ; and set thy prisoners free. 

Vmok was renstanoe, and to follow vain. 

Ib tiqF miveiled caves, and solitudes 

Of daik and dismal emptiness, thou satst. 

Roiling thy hollow eyes, disabled thing ! 

Helplea s y despised, wipitied, and nnfeared, « 

liiko some fidten tyrant, chained in sight of all 

The people ; from thee dropped thy pointless dart, 

Thy terrors withered all, thy ministers. 

Annihilated, fell before ihy Aice, 

And oo thy maw eternal Hunger seized. 

Nor yet, sad monster ! wast thou left alone. 
In thy dark dens some phantoms still rematned,-^ 
Ambitkm* Vanity, and earthly Fame, 
Swollen Ostentation, meagre Avarice» 
iitd Snpersdtion, smooth Hypocrisy, 
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And BiootiY intolerant, and Fraud, 
And wufbl ignorance, and aullea Pride, 
Hot Controveiejr, and the subtle gboet 
Of Tain Pliiloaophy, and worldly Hope, 
And tweet-lipped, hoUow-hearted Flattery. 
All theae, gieat penonagea once on earth. 
And not unfoUowed, nor unpraiaed, wereleft, 
Thy ever-unredeemed, and with thee driven 
To Erebua, through whose uncheered waates. 
Thou mayeatchaae them, with thjr broken aithe 
FetchinjE vain atrokea, to all eternity, 
Unsatianed, aa men who, in the days 
Of Time^ their unsubetantial forms pursued* 
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BOOK VUI. 



AjTALTfu OP Book VUI. 



Deaoripdon of the world aaMmbled for fiMl Judgment: aH 
fonpcr dlitlnetioiw equalised: all waidiif In ezpeetatioii, 
vieaaiid Tirtue, good and t>ad, redeemed and unre- 
daemed, were now the only dbtincUoni amouc men. 

An boly radiance sbrae on all counienancea and revealed 
the inward state OT^feeling, the " index of tlie aoul " 
On the wicked was depicted unutterable despair ; and 
on the righteous " in measure equal to the souPs ad- 
▼ance In virtue/* it became the " lustre oS the face.'* 

Various classes of the assembly are particularised ; the 
nan of <Muthly fame, the mighty reasoner, the theorist, 
the recluse, the bwot tbeologion, the indolent, the scep- 
tic, the follower offashiou,tbe dutious wife, the lunatic, 
the dishonest Judge, the seducer, the duelist and suicide, 
the hypocrite, tlie slanderer, the false priest, tlie en- 
vious man. 

The word of Ood, was not .properly believed by any of 
tlM wicked ; ttw necessary fVult of hath beiifg ^ truth, 
meekness, holiness and love ** 
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BOOK Vlll. 



RvAKiMATED, DOW, uid dresBod in lobes 
Of everlasting wear, in the last pause 
Of expectation, stood the human race. 
Buoyant in air, or covering shore and sea, 
From east to west, thick as the eared grain, 
In golden autumn waved, from field to field, 
Profuse, by Nilus' fertile wave, wliile yet 
Earth was, and men were in her v^ys seen. 

" StiU, all was calmin heaven. Noryetappeared 
The Judge, nor aught appeared, save here and 

there, 
On wing of golden plumage borne at will, 
A curious angeL that firom out the skies 
Now glancecTa look on man, and then retired. 
As csJm was all on earth. The ministen 
Of God*s unsparing vengenee, waited, still 
Unhid. No sun, no moon, no star, gave lig^t. 
A blessed and holy radiance, travelled fi» 
From day original, fell on the iaca 
or men, and every countenance revealed ; 
Unpleasant to tha bad, whose visages 
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Hftd kittt all guise of seeming happiness^ 
With which on earth such pains they took to 
Their misery in. On their grim featuresi now 
The plain* unvisored index of the souI» 
The trae, antampered witness of the heart. 
No smile of hope, no look of yanity 
Beseeching for applause, was seen ; no scowl 
Of self-important, all-despising pride^ 
That once upon the poor and needy fell. 
Like winter on the unprotected flower 
Withering Uieir very being to dost ; 
No jesting mirth, no wanton leer, was seen. 
No sullen lower of braggart fortitude 
Defying pain, nor snger, nor revenge ; 
But fear instead, and teiror, and remorse ; 
And chief, one passion, to its answerioff, shaped 
The features of the damned, and in itself 
Summed all the rest, — unutterable despair. 

Wliat on the righteous shone of foreign light, 
Was all radundant day, they needed not 
For as, by nature^ Sin is dark, and loves 
The dark, still hiding from itself in gloom. 
And in the darkest hell is still itself 
The darkest hell, and the severest wo, 
Where all is wo ; so Virtue over fair t 
Doth by a nrmpathy as strong as binds 
Two equal hearts, well pleasMl in wedded love^ 
For ever seek the light, for ever seek 
All faur and lovely things, all beauteous forms, 
All images of escellence and truth ; 
And from her own essential being, pure 
Ai flows thaiouat of life that spirits diink. 
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DoA to heiwlf ghre light, nor from her beaaiK^ 
As native to her as her own existence^ 
Can be divorced, nor of her glory shom,- 
WMch now, from every fiuiture of the just. 
Divinely rayed, yet not from all alike ; 
In measure, equal to the soul's advance 
In virtae^ was the lustre of the face. 

It was a strange assembly : none, of aU 
That congregation vast, could recollect 
Aught Uke it in the history of man^ 
No badge of outward state was seen, no mark 
Of afe, or rank, or national attire. 
Or robe professional, or air of trade. 
Untitled, stood the man that once was called 
Mv lord, unserved, uofollowed; and the man 
Of tithes, riffbt reverend in the dialect 
Of time addressed, ungowned, unbeneficed, 
Uncorpulent ; nor now, from him who bore, 
With ceremonious gravity of step. 
And face of borrowed holiness o'erlaid, 
The ponderous book before the awful priest. 
And opened and shut the pulpit's sacred gates 
In style of wonderful observan^nr 
And reverence excessive, in the beams 
Of sacerdotal splendour lost, or if 
Observed, comparison ridiculous scarce 
Could save the little, pompous, humble man 
From lanehter of the people,— not from him 
Could be distinguishea then the priest untithed. 
?fone levees 1^, those marts where prinoely 
> smilee 

Were sold for flattery, and obeisance mean. 
Unfit fipom man to man ; none came oi^went 
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None wulMd to dnw attontioiv none wai pooi^ 
None rich, none yooogy none old, deformed nonei 
None sought for place or favour, none bad aught 
To ffve, none could receive, none ruled, none 

served; 
No king, no subject was ; uoscutcheoned all. 
Uncrowned, unplumed, unhelmed, unpedignod, 
tJnlaced, uncoroneted, unbestarred. 
Nor countryman was seen, nor citizen ; 
Republican, nor humble advocate 
Of monarchy ; nor idol worshipper, 
Nor beaded papist, nor Mahometan ; 
Episcopalian none, nor presbyter ; 
Nor Lutheran, nor Calvmist, nor Jew, 
Nor Greek, nor sectary of any name. 
Nor, of those persons, that loud title bore, 
Most high and mighty, most magnificent, 
Most potent, most august, most worshipful. 
Most eminent, words of great pomp, that pleased 
The ear of vanity, and made the worms 
Of earth mistake themselves for gods,— «ou]d one 
Be seen, to claun these phrases obsolete. 

It was a congregation vast of men. 
Of unappendaged and unvarnished men. 
Of plain, unceremonious human beingi^ 
Of all but moral character bereaved; 
His vice or virtue, now, to each remained. 
Alone. All else, with their grave-clothes, mni 

had 
Put oflC as badges worn by mortal, net 
Immortal man ; alloy that could not ( 
The arc ttliny of Death's refining firea 
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DiMt of Tiiii«*B wheels, by multitudes panned 
Of fools that shouted — Gold ! fair painted fruit, 
At frhtch the ambitious idiot jumped, while men 
Of wiser mood immortal harvests reaped 
Weeds of the human garden, sprung from earths 
Adulterate soil, unfit to be transplanted, 
Though by the moral botanist, too oft. 
For ^ants of heavenly seed mistaken and nursed , 
Mere chafi| that Virtue, when she rose from earth* 
And waved her wings to gain her native heights^ 
Drove from the verge of ^ing, leaving Vioe 
No mask to hide her in ; base-born of Time, 
In which God claimed no property^ nor had 
Prepared for them a place m heaven or hell* 
Yet did these vain distinctions, now forgot, 
Bulk largely in (he filmy eye of Time, 
And were exceeding fair, ^d lured to detth 
Immortal souls. 3utth6y weire paaeed, for all 
Ideal now was passed \ reality 
Alone remained : and good and bad, redeemed 
And unredeemed, distinguished sole the sons 
Of men. Each, to hi^ prpper ^If reduced, 
And undisguised, was what his seeming showed. 

The man of earthly fame, whom common men 
Made boast of having seen, who scarce coM 

pass 
The ways of Time, for eager crowds that pressetl 
To do him homage, and pursued his ear 
With endless praise, for deeds unpraised above ^ 
And yoked their brutal natures, honored modi 
To drag bis chariot on,— unnoticed stoodj 
With none to praise him, none to flatter tinre* 

J6 
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The mighty reiiMmer, he who deeply searched 
The or%m of things, and talked of good 
4nod eril, mapfal^ of cau^s and effecti. 
Of mind and n^ittier, oontradicting al) 
That went befdj:e him, and himself, ihe while. 
The laii|fhiog-8toek of angels ; diTihg far ' ' 
(elow his d(|ptli« to fetch relaetant prooi^ 
Thai 1m biiiuelf was mad and wicked ton, 
WheiiipfQud and ignorpnt fi^an, he meant i« 

Thai Qod had made the nniyeirs^ amiss, 
And sketafaed a better plam Ah ! foolish sagel 
He oonld noi trosi the woi'd of HeaTen, nor see 
The light which from the Bible blased;i-4hat 

lamp 
WliWi God threw from l^is palace down to eerth. 
To giiido his wandering' pbildren home,T— yet 

leaned •*'••= 

His eanttoos faith on speculations Wt}d| 
And Tisionarj theories absard, 
f fodigioasly, deliriously absurd, 
CJoppi^rAil ^th which, ihe most erroneous flight 
ThAk poet eyei; \pq\s. >vhen warm with wine. 
Was moderate cobjee^uribg \ he saW, 
WMghad in the balance' of ^temity, ' 
|iis (ore how light, and wished, too late, that he 
Haditpid at homOi and learned to"kbo|^ hiihseK 
And done, what peasants did, disputed less,' 
And w&i o^yed. Nor less he grieved his timo 
jMisi^peiit, the iMii pf curious research. 
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Who tniTdl«d ht tBrough lands of liotttttt dim* 
And dangerous inhabitant, to fix 
The bounds of empires passed, and ascertain 
The burial-place of heroes, nerer bom ; 
Despising^ present things, and future too, 
And groping in the dark unsearchable 
Of finished years,— by dreary ruins seen. 
And dungeons damp, and vaults^of ancient waste, 
With spade and mattock, delving deep to raise 
Old vases and dismembered idols rude ; 
With matchless perseverance, spelling out 
Words without sense. Poor man ! he clapped 

his hand:?. 
Enraptured, when he found a manuscript 
That spoke of pagan gods ; and yet fotgot 
The God who made the sea and sky, alas ! 
Forgot that trifling was a sin ; stored much 
Of dubious stuff, but laid no treasure up 
In heaven ; on mouldered columns scratched hia 

name, 
But ne*er inscribed it in the book of life. 

Unprofitable seemed, and unapproved. 
That day, the sullen, sel^vindicti ve life 
Of the recluse. With crucifixes hung, 
And spells, and rosaries, and wpoden saints. 
Lake one of reason refl, he journeyed forth. 
In show of miserable poverty, 
And chose to beg,— as if to live on sweat 
Of other men, had promised great reward * 
On his own flesh inflicted cruel wounds. 
With naked foot embraced the ice', by the hoar 
Said mass, and did most gricvious penance tU« ' 
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Aad then retired to drink the filthy eup 
Of aecret wickedness, and fabricate. 
All lyings wonders, by the untaught reoeiTed 
For revelations new. Deluded wretch ! 
Did he not know, that the most Holy One 
Required a cheerful life and holy heart? 

' Most disappointed in that crowd of men, 

The man of subtle controversy stood, 

The big^ot theologian, in minate 

Distinctions skilled, add doctrines unreduced 

To practise ; in debate how loud ! how long ! 

How dexterous ! in Christian love how cold ! 

Hie vain conceits were orthodox alone. 

The immutable and heavenly truth, revealed 

By God, was nought to him. He bad an artf 

A kind of hellish charm, that made thelipe 

Of truth speak falsehood, to his liking turned 

The meaning of the text, made trifles seem 

The marrow of salvation ; to a word, 

A name, a sect, that soundod in the ear, 

And to the eye so many letters showed, 

But did no more,-<*^ave value infinite ; 

Proved still his reasoning best, and his belief 

Thoimh propped on fancies wild as madmena' 

' dreams. 

Most rational, n^ost scriptural, most sound ; 

With mortal heresy denouncing all 

Who in his ar^ments could see no force. 

On points of faith, too fine for human sight. 

And never understood in heaven, be placed 

His everlasting hope, undoubting placed, 

Ai«a oled ; and when he opened ms ear, prepared 
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To hear, beyond the grave, the minatiflij 
Of bliss, he heard, alas ! the wail of wo. 
He proved all creeds false but his own, and founds 
At last, his own moel false— most false, becauM . 
He spent his time to prove all others so. 

O love-destroying, cursed Bigotry ! 
Cursed in heaven, but cursed more in hell. 
Where millions curse thee, and must ever curse ! 
fteligion*s most abhonred ! perdition's most 
Forlorn ! God's most abandoned ! hell's most 

damned I 
The infidel, who turned his impious war 
Aflainst the walls of Zion, on the rock 
Of ages built, and higher than the clouds. 
Sinned, and received his due reward ; but she 
Within her walls sinned more. Of Ignorance 
Begot, her daughter. Persecution, walked 
The earth, from age toa^e, and drank the blood 
Of saints, with horrid relish drank the blood 
Of God's pecuHar children, and was drunk. 
And in her drunkenness dreamed of doing good. 
The supplicating hand of innocence. 
That made the tiger mild, and in bis wrath 
The lion pause, the groans of sufiering most 
Severe, were noughttbher;shelaughedatgroans.( 
No music pleased her ti^ore, snd no repast 
So sweet to her, as bl<pd of men redeemed 
By blood of Christ. Ambition's self, though mad; 
And nursed on human gore, with her compftra^s 
Was mercifuL Nor did she always rage. 
She had some hours of meditation, set 
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Apart, wkerein she to her study wen^ j 

llie Inquisition, model most complete i 

Of perfect wickedness, where deeds were done,*- ( 

I>eedB ! let them ne*er be nsmsd, — end sat ttd 

planned 
Deliberately, and with most musing pains. 
How to eztremeat thrill of aeony. 
The flesh, and blood, and souls of holy men, i 

Her Yictims, might be wrought ; and when she saw * 

New tortures of her iabounng fancy bom, 
She leaped for joy, and made grest baste to try 
Their force— well pleased to hear a deeper groaa. 

But now her day of mirth was passed, and coma 
Her day to weep, her day of bitter groans 
And sorrow unbemoaned, the day of grief 
And wrath retributory poured in full 
On all that took her ]>art. The man of an, | 

The mystery of iniquity, her friend 
Sincere, who pardoned sin, unpardoned still, 
And in the name of God blasphemed, and did 
All wicked, all adominable thmgs. 
Most abject stood, that day, by derils hissed. 
And by the looks ofthose he murdered, scorched; 
And plagued with inward shame, that on hit 

cheek 
Burned, while his votaries, who left the earth. 
Secure of UisSj around him, undeceiyed. 
Stood, undecenrable till then ) and knew. 
Too late, him falhble, themselyes accttned. 
And all their passports and certificates, 
A lie : nor disappointed more, nor more 
Ashamed, the Mucsulmant when be eaw, gnaih 
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Ilia teeth and wail, whom he expected jodgB^ ' 
All these were damned for bigotry, were daBmed, 

(• BedaUse thej thoug^ht, that they alone Mrrad 

r », God, 

And served him must, when most they disObeyed. 

Of those forlorn and sad, thou mightst liaT« 

marked 
In number most innumerable, stand 
The indolent ; loo lazy these to make 
Inquiry for themselve?, they stuck their faith 
1*0 some well-fatted priest^ with ofleringa bribed 
To bring them oracles of peace, and ta& 
Into his management all the concerns 
Of their eternity; managed how well 
They knew, that day, and might bare sooner 

known, 
That the commandment was. Search, and believo 
In Me, and not in man; who leans on him 
Leans on a broken reed, that will impieree 
The trusted side. I am the way, the trath| 
The lifei alone, and there is none beiidei. 

This did they read, and yet refused to search. 
To search what easily was found, and, found. 
Of price uneountable. Most foolish, they 
Thought God with ignorance pleased, and blind- 
ed faith, 
That took not root in reason, purified 
With holy influence of his Spirit pure» 
80^ on they walked, and stumbled in the light 
Of noon, because they would not open their eyes 
Ellect how sad of sloth I ' that made them risk 



> 
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Tbtir pSoting to the eternal shore. 

To one who could mistake the lurid flash 

Of hell ibr heaven's true »tar, rather than bow 

The knee, and by one fervent word obtain 

His g^dance sure, who calls the stars by nkinr- 

Thejr prayed by proxy, and at second hand 

Believed, and slept, and pat repentance o£^ 

Until the knock of death awoke them, when i 

They saw their ignorance both, and him they ^ 

paid 
To bargain of their souk 'twixt them and God, [ 

Fled, and began repentance without end. 
How did they wish, that morning, as they stood 
With blushing covered, they had for themselyes 
The scripture searched, had for tbemselTei 

believed. 
And made aoqaintance with the Judge ere then ! 

Great day of termination to the joys 
Of sin I to joys tliat grew on mortal boughs. 
On trees whose seed fell not from heaven, whose 

top 
Reached not above the douds. From such, 

alone. 

The epicure took all his meals. In choice \ 

Of morsels for the body, nice he was. 
And scrupulous, and. knew all wines by ehmU 
Or taste, and every composition knew 
Of cookery; but grossly drank* unskilled^ 
The cup of spiritual pollution up. 
That sickened his sonl to death, while yet his 

eyes 
8lQod oat with fat. His feelings were his 
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He atey and drfmk, and slapt, and took all jojf, 
Forlrid and unforbid, ai unpulse nrged 
Or appetite, nor asked his reason why. 
He said, he followed Nature still, but lied ; 
For she was teinperate and chaste, he full 
Of wine and all aduUry ; her face 
Was holy, most unholy his ; her eye 
Was pure, his shot unhallowed' fire ; her lips 
Sang praise to God, his uttered oaths profiine ; 
Her breath was sweet, his rank with fool de- 
bauch. 
Tet pleaded he a kind and feeling heart,' 
Even when he left a neighbour's bed defiled* 
Like migratory fowls, that flocking sailed 
From isle to isle, steering by sense alone. 
Whither the clime their liking best beseemed 
So he was guided, so he moyed through good 
And evil, right and wrong, but, ah \ to late 
All different: they slept in dust, nnpained 
He rose, that day, to suffer endless pain. 

Cured of his unbelief, the seeptic stood. 
Who doubted of his being- while he breathei 
Than whom glossography itself, that spoke 
Huge folios of nonsense every hour. 
And left, surrounding every page, its marks 
Of prodioal stupidity, scaroe more 
Of folly raved. The tyrant tooc who sat 
In grisly council. Like a spider couched. 
With ministers of locust countenance, 
And made alliances to rob mankind. 
And holy termed,^— for still, beneath a name 
Of pioof iouiidf tbe wicked sought to veil ^ 
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Their crimes,--forgetlal of his right divine^ 
Trembled, and owned oppreeiion was of hell i 
Nor did the uncivil robber who ttnpuned 
The traveller on the high-waj« and cot 
His throat, anticipate severer doomi 

In that assembly there was one, who, while 
Beneath the sun, aspired to be a fool; 
In diflSerent ages known by different names. 
Not worth repeating here. Be this enough : 
With scrupuloas care exact, he walked the 

rounds 
Of fashionable duty, laughed when sad $ ^ 
When merry, wept ; deceiving, was deceived ; 
And flattering, flattered. Fashion was his god* 
Obsequiously he fell before its shrine^ 
In slavish plight, and trembled to offend. 
If graveness suited, he was grave; if else. 
He travailed sorely, and made brief repose. 
To work the proper quantity of sin. 
In all submissive, to its changing shape, 
Still changing, girded he his vexed frame. 
And laughter made to men of somider liead. 
Most circumspect he was of bows, and nods^ 
And salutations ; and most seriously 
And deeply meditated he of dress ; 
And in his dreams saw lace and ribboM fly« 
His soul was naught ; he damned it, crtfy day, 
Unceremoniously. Oh ! fooA of Ibob ! 
Pleased with a painted smile, he fluttered CB, 
Like fly of gaudy plnme, by &shioii driven. 
As faded leaves by Autamn*s wind, till Denth 
Put forth his hand, and drew him ottt ofi^lit 



Oh ! fool of fools ! polite to man ; to God 
Most rude * yet had he many rivals, who, 
Age after age, great stririDg made to be 
Ridiculoos, and to forget they had 
Immortal toals, thai day remembered well. 

As rueful stood his other hali^ as wan 
Of cheek. Small her ambition was, but strange* 
The distaff, needle, all domestic cares. 
Religion, children, husband, home, were thing! 
She could not bear the thought of, bitter drugs 
That sickened her soul. The bouse of wantoo 

mirth 
And revelry, the mask, the dance, she loved. 
And in their service soul and body spent 
Most cheerfully. A little admiration. 
Or true or false, no matter which, pleased her. 
And o^er the wreck of fortune lost, and health,. 
And peace, and an eternity of bliss 
Lost, made her sweetly smile. She was oonvin- 

oed. 
That God had made her greatly out of taste ; 
And took much pains to make herself anew. 
Bedaubed with paint, and hung with omameDtt 
Of curious selection, gaudy toy I 
A show unpaid for, paying to be seen 2 
As beggar by the way, most humbly asking 
The idms of public gaze,— she went abroad* 
Folly admir^, and indication gave 
Of envy, oold Civility made bows 
And smoothly flattered. Wisdom shook his head. 
And Lavghter shaped his lip into a smile ; 
Sobriety did itare, Forethought grew pale, 



944 THa oouBSs or timb* 

And Modetty hung down the hmd and blodiedi 
And Hly wept, as, on the frothy surge 
Of fashion t«^ed, she passed them by, like sail 
Before some devilish blasii and got no time 
To think, and never thought, till on the rock 
She dashed, of ruin, anguish, and despair, 

O how unlike this giddy thing in Time I 
And at the day of judgment how unlike, 
The modest, meek, retiiing dame ! Her house 
Was ordered well, her children taught the way 
Of life, who, rising up in honour, <»Llled 
Her blessed^ Best pleased to be admired at homo 
And hear, reflected from her husband's praise 
Her own, she sought no gaze of foreign eye 
His praise alone, and faithful love, and trust 
Reposed, was happiness enough for her. 
Tet who, that saw her pass, and heard the poor 
With earnest benedictions on her steps 
Attend, could from obeisance keep his eye. 
Or tongue from due applause 1 In virtue fair, 
Adorned with modesty, and matron grace 
Unspeakable, and love, her face was like 
The light, most welcome to the eye of man j 
Refreshing most, most honoured, most desireci. 
Of all he saw in the dim world below. 
A^ Morning when she shed her golden locks, 
And on the dewy top of Hermon walked, 
Or Zion hill ; so glorious was her path. 
Ok! men beheld, and did her reverence. 
And hade t&eir daughters look, and take from bet 
Example of their future life; the youns 
Admirodf and new resolve of viitde i««de« 
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And Done who wns her hiubAiicI uked ; hit mr 
Serene, and countenance of joj, the nga 
Of inward satisfaction, as be passed 
The crowd, or sat among^ the elden, told. 
In holiness complete, and in therohes 
Of saring; rig^hteousness, arrayed for heaTen, 
How fair, that day, among the fair, she stood « 
IIow lonely on the eternal bills her steps ! 

Restored to reason, on that mom, appeared 
-The lunatic, who rared in chains, and asked 
No mercy when he died. Of lunacy, 
Innumerous were the causes ; humbled pride. 
Ambition disappointed, riches lost,- 
And bodily diseafce, and sorrow, oft 
By man inflicted on his brother man ; 
Sorrow that made the reason drunk, and jret 
Left much untastcd— so the cup was filled ; 
Sorrow that, like an ocean, dark, deep, rough 
And shoreless, rolled its billows oW the soul 
PerpetuaUy, and without hope of end. 

Take one example, one of female wo. 
Loved by a fiither arid a mother's lore. 
In rural peace she lived, so ftiir, so light 
Of heart, so good, and young, that reason, scarce. 
The eye conld credit, but would doubt, as she 
Did stoop to pull the lilly or the rose 
From morning's dew, if it reality 
Of flesh and blood, or holy vision, saw, 
In imagery of perfect womanhood. 
But short her bloom, her happiness was short. 
One saw her loveliness* and, with desu e 
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Unftnttow^li barniD|r;, to her ear addressed 

Diihonest wordi: **Her favour was his life. 

Hit heavea ; her frown his wo, his nigrht, his 

death," 
With turgid phrase, thus wove in flattery's loom. 
He on her womanish nature won, and age 
SuspioionlesB, and ruined, aud forsook. 
For he a chosen villain was at heart. 
And capable of deeds that durst not seek 
Repentance. Soon her father saw her shame. 
His heart grew stone, he drove her forth to want 
And wintry winds, and with a horrid curse 
Pursued her ear, forbidding all return 

ypon a hoary cliflT, that watched the sea, 
Her babe was found— dead. On its little cheek. 
The tear that nature bade it weep, had turned 
An ice<drop, sparkling in the morning beam ; 
And to the turf its helpless hands were frozen. 
For she, the woeful mother, had gone mad, 
And laid it down, rej^rdleas oi* its f»te 
And of her own. Yet had she many days 
Of sorrow in the world, but never wepL 
She lived on alms, and earned in her hand 
Some withered stalks she gathered in the spring. 
When any asked the cause, she smiled and saiu, 
They were her sisters, and woidd come and watch 
Her grave when she was dead. She never spoke 
Of her deceiver, father, mother, home. 
Or child, or heaven, or hell, or God, but still 
Itt lonely places wailked, and ever gazed 
Upon the withered stalks, and talked to them ; 
Till, iVd^Bted to tho shadjM- of her youth, 
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With wo too wido to see beyond, bIm died— 
Not unatoned for by imputed blood. 
Nor by the spirit, that mysterious works, 
Uosai^cti/ied. Aloud, her father cursed. 
That day, hi^ g|]i)|y pride, which would not own 
A daughter, whom the CM pf heaven and e»rth 
^Vas not ashamed to call his own : and he, 
Who ruined her, read from her holy look. 
That pierced him with perdition m«ni£[>ld, 
His sentence, burning with Tindictive 6re. 

:|:he judge that took a bribe ; he who amiss 
Ifleaded the widow's cause, and by dday 
]>elaying ever, made the law at night 
M'^re mtricate than at the dawn, and on 
The morrow farther from a eloscL then when 
Ihe sun last set, ^U he who m the suit 
Was poore^^ by hti empti^ pdAra, proTed 
His cause the worst; and he ithat had the bag 
Of weights deceitful, and the balance fals? . 
And he that with a fraudful lip deceived 
la buying or in selling ;•— thes^ ih^\ morn. 
Found custom no excuse for sin, and knew 
Flaia dealing was a virtue, but too late. 
Aiid he that was supposed to do npr good 
IS'or ill, surprised, could find no n^utnl ground, 
Aqd learned, that to do nothing was to sery<$ 
The devil, and transgress the laws of God. 
The noisy ouack, that by profession lied. 
And uttered falsehoods of enormous size. 
With countenance as grave as truth beseemed i 
And he that lied for pleasure, Whom a lust 
Oi being heard and milking peopie stare. 
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And t moit stMdfiuit hate of ailenee, droro 
Far wide of eacred truth, who never took 
The pains to think of what be waa to say, 
Bat atiU made baste to speak, with weary tonffiM^ 
Like copious stream for ever flowing on ;— 
Read dearly in the lettered heavens, what,']oag 
Before, they migbt have read. For every word 
Of FoUy, yon, fiiis day, shall give account ; 
And every liar shall his portion have 
Among the cnraed, without the gates of life. 

With groans that made no pause, lamenting 
there 
Were seen the duellist and suicide. 
This thought, but thought amiss, that of himself 
He was entire proprietor; and so, 
When he was tired of Time, with his own hand. 
He opened the portals of Eternity, 
And sooner than the devils hoped, arrived 
In helL The other, of reeentmont auick. 
And, for a word, a look, a gesture, deemed 
Not scrupulously exact in all respect. 
Prompt to revenge, went to the cited field. 
For double rouroer armed, bis own, and his 
That as himself he was ordained to love. 
The first, in pagan books of early times, 
Was heroism pronounced, and greatly praised 
In fashion's glossary of later days. 
The last was honour called, and spirit high; 
Alas! 'twas mortal spirit, honour which 
Foigpt to wake at the last trumpet's voios^ 
Bearing the signature ef Time alone, 
0neurrent in Eternity, and base. •»~^* 



%yiM men sospeoted this before ; ibrthey * 
Could never tinderstand whet hoBoar meaat. 
Or why that should be honour termed) whiobmade 
Man murder man, and broke the laws of Ood - 
Moat wantonly. Sometimes, indeed, the grav^ 
And those of Christian creed imagined, spdke 
Admirincly of hoiiour, lauding mudi 
The noble youtli, who, after many rounds 
Of boxing, died ; or, to the pistol shot - 
His breast exposed, his soul to endles pain.- 
But they who most admired, and vnderstoodl - • 
This honour best, and on itsidtar laid 
Their lives, most obviously were fools; Jad^ what 
Fools only, and the wicked, understood, 
The wise agreed was some delusive Shade, 
That with &e mist of time should disappear. - - 

^■■' Great day of revelation ! in th^ grave ' ; 
The hypocrite had lelthis mask, and stood , 
In nake^ ugliness. He was a man ^^ 

Who stole me livery of the court of heaven, , 
To serve the devil in; m virtue's guise, 
Devoured the widow's house and orphan's breaid ; 
In holy phrase, transacted villanies 
That common sinners durst not meddle with. 
At sacred feast, he sat among the saints, 
And with his guilty hands touched holiest things : 
And none of sin lamented more, or sighed 
More deeply, or with graver countenance, 
Or longer prayer, wept o'er the dying man, 
Whose infant children, at the moment, he t 
Planned how to rob. In sermon style he bou^t| 
And sold, and lied ; and salutations made 
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In Scripiure terms. He prayed bv quantitj« 

And with hie repetitions long and loud, 

All kneee were weaiy. With one hand he put 

A penny in the urn of poverty. 

And with the other took a shuiing out 

On chantable lisU^— those trumps whieh told 

rhe public ear, who had in secret done 

rhe poor a benefit, and half the alms 

rhey told o^ took themselves to keep them soua* 



He Uaied his name, more pleased to have it there 
Tlyui m the book of life. Seest thou the man t 
A seipeiit with an angel's voice 1 a grave 
With flowers bestrewed ! and yet few were de* 

oeived. 
His virtues being over-done, his face 
Too grave, his prayers too long, his charities 
Too pompously attended, and bis speech 
Larded too frequently and out of time 
MTtth serious phraseology,— were rents 
That in his ^purments opened in spite of hin^ 
Through which the well accustomed eye could see 
The rottenness of his heart. None deeper blusb ed. 
As in the all-piercing light be stood, exposed, 
No longer herding with the holy ones, 
Tet still he tried to brim; his countenance 
To sanctimonious seeming ; but, meanwhile, 
The shame within, now visible to all, 
His purpose balked. The righteous smiled, and 

even 
Despair itself some signs of laughter give, 
As ineflectually be strove to wipe 
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His brow, that inward fluiltinMS defiled. 
Detected wretch t of aU the reprobate. 
None seemed maturer for the flames of hell. 
Where still his face, from ancient custom, wears 
A holy air which says to all that pass 
Him by, *' I was a hypocrite on earth." 

That was the hour which measured out to each, 
Impartially, his share of reputation, 
Correcting all mistakes, and from the name 
Of the good man all slanders wiping off*. 
Good name was dear to all. Without it, none 
Could soundly sleep, even on a royal bed, 
Or drink with relish from a cup of gold ; 
And with it, on his borrowed straw, or by 
The leafless hedge, beneath the open heavens, 
The weary beggar took untroubled rest. 
It was a music of most heavenly tone, 
To which the heart leaped joyfuUy, and all 
The spirits danced. For honest fame, men laid 
Their neads upon the block, and, while the axe 
Descended, looMB and smiled. It was of price 
Invaluable. Riches, health, repose, 
Whole kingdoms, life, were given for it, and he 
Who got it was the winner stiU ; and he 
Who sold it durst not open his ear, nor look 
On human face,he knew himself so vile.' 
Tet it, with all its preciouauess, was duo 
To Virtue, and around her should have shed, 
Unasked, its savoury smell ; but Vice, deformed 
Itself, and ugly, and of flavour rank. 
To rob ftdr Virtue of so sweet an incense, 
Aud with it to anoint and salve its own 
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Rotten uleers, and perfume the path tli«it led 
To death,— ^itrove daily by a thoasand means : 
And oft sttooeeded to make Virtue sour 
la the world*8 Dostrils, and its loathly self 
Smell sweetly. Rumour was the messenger 
Of defamation, and so swift that none 
Could be the first to tell an evil tale ; 
And was, withal, so infamous for lies, 
That he who of her sayings, on hii creed. 
The fewest entered, was deemed wisest man. 
The fool, and many who had credit, too, 
For wisdom, grossly swallowed all she said. 
Unsifted ; and although, at every word. 
They heard her contradict herself, and saw 
Hourly they were imposed upon and mocked, 
Tet still they ran to hear her speak, andatMred, 
And wondered much, and stood aghast, and aaid 
It could not be ; and , while tbev bhished for ahaifte 
At their own faith, and seemed to doubt, Miawri. 
And whom they met, with many saootiooa, loki 
So did ezpeuence faU to teach^f-ao bard 
It was to learn this simple truth,**confinttsd 
At every corner by a thousand proofs,—- 
That common Fame moat impudeiitly lied, 

'Twas Slander filled her mouth with lyings 
words, 
Slander, the foulest whelp of Sin. The man 
In whom this spirit entered was undone. 
His tongue was set on fire of hell, his heart 
Was black as death, his legs were faint with haste 
To propagate the lie his soul had framed 
His pillow was the peace of fomiUee 
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l>estioyed, the aigh of innocence roproeclMdi 
Broken friendsbipe, and the strife ofbrotheiiioode^. 
Yet did be spare bia sleep^ and hear the clock 
Number the midnight watcbee, on bis bed. 
Devising jniscbief more ; and early rose. 
And made most helliab meals of good men's 
aaofts. 

From door to door you might have seen him 

speed, 
Or placed amidst a group of gaping fools, 
Ana whispering in tneir ears, with his fonl Isps. 
Peace fled the neighbourhood in which he made 
His haunts j and, like a moral pestilence, 
Before his breech; the healthy shoots and blooms 
Of social jOy and happiness, decayed. 
Fools only m his company were seen, ^ 
And those forsaken of God, and to tbemselvefl 
Given up. The prudent shunned him and his 

house 
As one who had a deadly moral plague. 
Ond fain would all have £(hunnea him at the day 
t)f judgment; but in vain. All who gave ear 
With gfreediness, or wittingly their tongues 
Made herald to his lies, around him wailed ; 
While on his face, thrown back by injured men. 
In characters of ever-blu shine shame. 
Appeared ten thousand slan^rs, all his own. 

Among the acenrsed, who sought a hiding place 
In vain, from fierceness of Jdiovah's rage, 
And from the hot displeasure of the Lamb, 
Most wretched, most contemptiUe, most vile,*- 
Stood the fUse priest, and in his conscience felt 
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The fdlMt gnaw of the Undying Worm: 

And eo he might, for he had on hie bands ' 

llie blood of souls, that would not wipe away. 

Hear what he was. He swore, in sij^t of Qod 

And man, to preach his master, Jesus Christ ; 

Yet preached himself: he swore that love of soidi^ 

Alone, had drawn him to the church ; yet stivwed 

The path that led to hdl with tempting flowers^ 

And m the ear of sinners, as they took 

The way of death* he whiroered peace: he swore 

Away all love of lucre, all desif e 

Of earthly pomp ; and yet a princely seat 

He liked, and to the dink of Mammon's box 

Oaye most rapacious ear. His. prophecies^ 

He swore, were from the lord; and yet, taught 

lies 
For gain: wiUi quackish ointment, healed the 

wounds 
And bruises of the soul, outside, but left. 
Within, the pestilent matter unobserved, 
To sap the moral constitution quite^ 
And soon to burst again, incurable. 
He with untempered mortar daubed the walla 
Of Zion, saving. Peace, when there was none. 
The man wno came with thirsty soul to hear 
Of Jesus, went away unsatisfied; 
For he another gospel preached than Paul, 
And one that had no Saviour in't ; and yet. 
His lifis was worse. Faith, charity, and love^ 
Humility, forgiveness, holiness, 
Were words well lettered in his sabbath creed ; 
But with his life he wrote as plain, Revenge^ 
Pride, tyranny, and lust of wealth and power 
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f nordinato, and lewdsets aiMshamed. 

He WM a wolf in clothing of the lamb 

I'hat stole into the fold of God, and on 

The blood of aoulfli which he did aell to daath, 

Grew lat ; and yet» when any would have 

Him out, he cried, ** Touch not the prieatofOod*** 

And that he was anointed, fools behered ; 

But knew, that day, he was the devil's pneal| 

Anointed by the hands of Sin and Death, 

And set peculiarly apart to ill,— • 

While on him smoked the ▼ials of peiditioii, 

Poured measureless. Ah me 1 what cnrsiagthMi 

Was heaped upon his head by ruined souls, 

That charged him with their murder, as he stood. 

With eye of all the unredeemed most sad, 

Waiting the coming of the Son of Man t 

But let me pause, for thou hast seen his plaea 

And punishment, beyond the sphere of love. 

Much was removed that tempted once to sin. 
Avarice no gold, no wine the drunkard, saw. 
But Envy had enough, as heretofore. 
To 611 his heart with gall and bitterness. 
What made the man of envy what he was^ 
Was worth in others, vileness in himseU^ 
A luat of praise, with undeserving deeds, 
And conscious poverty of soul : and still 
It was his earnest work and daily toil, . 
With lying tongue, to make the noble seem 
Mean as himself. On fame's high hill he saw 
The laurel spread its everlastiog green. 
And wished to climb ; but felt his kneee too wetk| 
And stood, below, unhappy, laying hao Js 
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Upoa the 0tn»ng, amtudrng glorkwiBW 

'J'he iteps of honour, bent to draw them back 

InvoWing oft the brightoefis of their path, 

la mifltsfihi breath badraiaed. Whene^'er heheard 

As oft be did, of joy and happiness* 

And gioat proapertty, and rising worth, 

Twas Ukea wa.ve of wormwood o*er hia aoul 

Rolliog ita bitternesa. His joy was wo. 

The wo of others. When, from wealth to w»nt, 

From praises to reproach, from peace to strife. 

From viifth to tears, he saw a brother fall. 

Of Yirtne make a sUp,-— his dresM^s were aweet. 

Put chief with Slander, daughter of his own, 

fi[e took unhailowed pleasure. When ahe talked, 

And with her filthy lips defiled the beat, 

His ear drew near ; with wide attention gaped 

Hia WMith ; hia eye, well pleased, as eager gazed 

As glmttoii, when the dish he most desired 

Was placed before him ; and a horrid mirth, 

At intervals, with laughter shook his sides. 

The critic, too, who, for a bit of bread, 

In book that fell aside before the ink 

Was dry, poured fourth exeessive nonsense, gave 

llun much delight The critica,-— some, but few, 

Were worthy men, and earned renown which had 

Immori^ roots ; but most were weak and vild. 

And, as adoudy swarm of summer files, 

With angry hum and slender lance, beset 

The sides of some hufie animal ; so did 

They buaz about the illustrious man, and faiii, 

With hifl immortal honour, down the stream 

Of ifame would have descended ; but, alas ^ 

The h«nd of time drove them away. They were^ 
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irt, which tHUKht ibem itill to My, 

wu dons misht b«ve been better d« 

Ihia art, not ill to leun, tbey made 

live. But, lometiiDeB too, beneath 

Jiev lalsed, wai worth a wfaik« obacn 

did Knvy piopbee^ and tangh. 

hide tbj boaom, hide it dee^ 

ind iDakea, with Uack, 

Iha, 

re, and bin, and lead through all II 



helh seen shall never wiih to 
Before him, in the infemat gloom, 
lipreaent shape ofvirtue stood 
[he ever threw hie eye; and.like 
that had hfe and feeling, eeeined 
with inward pining, to be what 
I not be. Ah being that had bmne^ 
Jlj, in ilaw-coneiuniog fiie,— 
Bternitr, and was to bum 
more, he looked. Oh> nghttobe 
nl thought loo horrible to thi^ I 
;, belienug in >ucli wo to come, 
ladful certainty of endlegi pain, 
Eings affoiecBitiiig; mould, u Uioa 
. men, ilelibcnilely walk on, 
], Bud Dverleap their own belief 
lake of erer-bnmins fire i 
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Thy tone <»f nkin^ leemi ta make repTy, 
And rightly seems: They did not so believe. 
Not one of all thou sawest lament and wail 
In Tophetf perfectly believed the word 
Of God( else none had thither gone. Absurd, 
To think that beings, made with reason, formed 
To calculate, compare, choose, and reject, 
By nature taught, and self, and every' sense, 
To chooBe the good, and pass the evil by. 
Could, with full credence of a time to come, 
When all the wicked should be really damned. 
And cast beyond the sphere of light and love. 
Have persevered in sin ! Too foolish this 
For folly in its prime. Can aught that thinks 
And wills choose certain evil, and reject 
Good, in his heart believing he does so f 
Could man choose pain, instead of endless Joy ? 
Mad supposition, though maintained l^ some 
Of honest mind. Behold ^jnan condemned ! " 
Either he ne'er inquired, and therefore he 
Could not believe ; or, else, he carelessly 
Inquired, and something other than the word 
Of God received into his cheated fnih $ 
And therefore he did not believe, but down 
To hell descended, leaning on a lie. 

Faith was bewildered much by men who 
meant 
To make ft dear, so simple in itself, 
A thought so rndimental and so plain, 
That none by comment could it plainer mftke 
AU fiiith was one. In object, not in kmd, 



'mi oov&M or tiiib. Ma 

The diilereiiM lay. TIm fiutk Uuit MTed • loslt 
And that niuoh in the oommon truth belMred* 
In essence, were the same. Hear, thMH^ wlnl 

faith, 
True, Christian fiiith, which brought lalTatioDy 



Belief in all that God revealed to men ; 
Observe, in all that God revealed to men. 
In all he promised, threatened; commanded, nidy 
Without exception, and without a doubt 
Who thus believed, being b^ the Spirit tonchw^ 
Aa naturally the fruits of faith produced. 
Truth, temperance, meekness, holiness, and love^ 
As human eve from darkness sought the light. 
How could he else? If he^ who had firm faith 
The morrow's sun should nse, orderisd affiurt 
Accordingly ; if he, who had firm faith 
That spring, and summer, and autumnal dfty% 
Should pass away, and winter really comei 
Prepared accordingly ; if he, who saw 
A bolt of death approaching, turned aside 
And let it pass ; — as surely did the man, 
who verfly believed the word of God, 
Thouffh erring whiles, its general laws obey, 
Turn back from hell, and take the way to heaven^ 

That faith was necessary, some alleged, 
Unreined and uncontrollable by will. 
Invention savouring much of hell ! Indeed* 
It was the master stroke of wickedness, 
Last effort of Abaddon*s council dark, 
To make man think himself a slave to fate^ 
And, wor|t of all, a slave to fate in faith. 
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FOTlitfuHwMnMiiMdUieiL: From fiOth bImmi 
And (tom opioioa, springs all actioo ; beoc^ 
if laith'j compeUol, so i* all action too : 
But deeds compellod are not accountable ; 
So man is not aaoenable to God. , t 

Arguing that brought such monstroui birth, 
thoii^h good 
It seemed, must have been false. Most false it 

Ajnd by the book of God condemned, throogfaout 
We freely own, that truth, -^hen set before 
The mind, with perfect evidence, compelled 
Belief; but error lacked such witness, stjU ? 
Ao4 noae, who now lament in moral night. 
The word of God refused on evidence 
That might not have been set aside as ^Ise. 
To reason, try, choose, and reject, was free. 
Hence God, by faith, acquitted, or condemnedj 
Hence righteous men, with liberty of will. 
Believed ; and heacu thou sawst in Erebus 
The wic}^, who as freely disbelieved 
What else liad led them to the land of life. 
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BOOK UL 



Analtsm of Book IX. 
Aa apoitiDplM to ReMgton, Virtue, Piety or love of HoH* 

Deflcription of fleveral elanen of the redeemed. Tbe 
faithful iDinlfter, the true philosopher, tbe righteous 
governor, the umSomipted etateaman, the brave Gene- 
ral, tlM man of active benevolence and charity, the 
ChrietiaM bard. And the moet numerous among tlM 
saved were such, wlio on earth were eclipsed by lowly 
circumstano^ many of whom wars seen " Highest 
and first in hooour.*' 

Buddeoly aa innumerous host of angels, beaded by Mi- 
chael and Gabriel, deseended from heaven, silently and 
without song, and lifting mankind into mid air, parted 
the good and bad ; to tbe right and left, the good to 
weep no more, and the bad never to smile again ; the 
righleous placed " beneath a erown of roqr light,*' and 
the wicked, were driven and bopud undar a aloud of 
darkness, where stood also satau and his legion, await* 
kag the Judgment and punishment due to their rebelUoa. 
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BOOK IX. 



Fairxst of those that led the calm of heaven, 
And Yentuied down to man, with worda of peaoe, 
Daughter of Grace! known by whatever namc^ 
Religion, Virtue, Piety, or Love 
Of Holiness, the day of thy reward 
Was oome. Ah ! tnou wast long despised, des- 
pised 
By tboae thou wooedst from death to endless life. 
Modest and meek, in garments white as those 
That seraphs wear, and countenance as mild 
As Mercy looking on Repentance' tear ; 
With eye of purity, now darted op 
; To God's eternal throne, now humbly bent 
I Upon thyself, and weeping down thy cheek, 
i That glowed with universal love immense, 
A tear^, pure as the dews that fall in heaven ; 
In th^ lefl hand, the olive branch, and in 
Thy right, the crown of unmortality ; 
With noiseless foot, tl ou walkedst the valea of 
•artb, 
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Beseeching men, from age to age, to turn 

From utter death, to turn from wo to blise ; 

Beseeching evermore, and evermore 

Despised-^riot evermore despised, not now, 

Not at the day of doopi ; most lovfW then^ 

Most honourable, thou appeared, ana mosi 

To be desired. The guilty heard the song 

Of thy redeemed, how loud ! and saw thy face 

How fair} Alas I it was too late [ the hour 

Of making friends was passed, thy favour then 

Miffht not be sought ; but recollection, sad 

Am accurate as miser counting o*er 

And d'er agam the sum he mtist lay out. 

Distinctly in the wicked's ear reheared 

Each opportunity despised and lorit, 

While on them gleamed t^y holy look, that like 

A fienr torrent went into their souls. 

The day of tiiy reward was come, the day 

Of great remuneration to thy friends. 

To those, known by whatever name, who sought, 

In every olace, in every time, to do 

Unfeignedly their Maker's will, revealed. 

Or gathered else from nature*s school; well 

pleased 
With God*s applause alone, that, like a stream 
Of sweetest melody, at still of night 
By wanderer heard, in their roost secret ear* 
For ever whispered. Peace ; and, as a string 
Of kindred tone awoke, their inmost soul 
Heaponsive answered, Peace; inquiring Still ' 
And searching, night and'day, to know their dtity 
When known, wiUi undisputing trust, with love 
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UnqaencbflUe, witbMid, by ntm^}tm^ 

Inflamwi^^-peiibnBmA ; inrf tn him^ liy wltijii - 

Frofound, afl-eaiddatuif skUl alone, . i 

Results— resiiUs even or the slightest aet, 

Are fuUy grasped, with unsuspicious iUtb, 

All consequences leading ; to abound, 

Or want, alike prepared ; who knew to be 

Exalted bow, and how to be abased ; 

How best to live, and how to die when asked, 

Tfa^ir prayers sincere, their alms in secfet deosL ■ 

Their fightings with themselves, their abethMilo* 

From pleasure, though by mortal eye onsesi^ • • 

Their hearts of resignation to the will 

Of Heaven, their patient bearing of lepreaeb 

And shame, their charity, and faith, and bopi^'-* ' 

Thou didst remember, and in fbll repaid 

No bankrupt thou, who, at the bargain«f hottr 

Of payment due, sent to his creditois * 

A tale of losses and mischances, long; 

Knsured by God himself, and from the stoiBS • ' 

And treasures of bis wealth, at will suppttsd,*-* ■ 

Religion, thou alone, of all that men. 

On earth gave credit, to be reimbursed 

On the other side the gmve, didst iseep thy woid^ 

Thy day, and all thy promises fulfilled* 

As in the mind, rich with unborrowed waaltlit 
Whore multitudes of thoughts Ibr uttsfanoa stilvil^ 
And all so faur, that each seems worthy fint 
To enter on the tongue, and from the lip* 
Have passage forth,-^-flelection hesitates 
Perplexed, and loses time, anxious, sioos aU^ 
Cannot be taken, to take the best : and mt 

17 
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And obfltinate ofleniler to denonmce « 

The mntii of God. All other .men, what name 

l^lM'er they bore, whatever office h^W, 

IflawfiA held, — the magistrate supreme, 

Or else sabordinate, were chosen by men, 

Their fellows, and from men derived theirpower^ 

And were accountable, for all they did. 

To men ; but he, alone, his office held 

Immediately from God, from God rc-ceived ' 

Authority, and was to none but God 

Amenable. The' elders of the church. 

Indeed, upon him laid their hands, and 9et 

Him visibly apart to preach the word 

Of life ; but this was merely ou,tward rite - 

And decent ceremonial, performed 

On all alike ; and oft, as thou hast heard, 

Performed oh those God never sent ; his call* 

His consecration, his anointing, all . 

Were inward, in the conscience heard and felt. 

Thus, by Jehovah chosen, and ordained 

To take into his charge the souls of me% 

And for his trust to answer at the day 

Of judgment,— great plenipotent of heaven^ 

And representative of God on earth,-- 

Fearless of men and devils; unabashed 

By sin euuuuned,or mockery of .a priocet . 

Una wed i^ aitined legions, unsedueed 

By offered bribes, burning with love it soiila» 

Unquenchable, and mindful still of his 

Great charge and vast responsibility ;^^ 

High m the temple of the living Ood, ■ . 

He stood, amidst the people^ aad declared . . 
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Aload the trutb, the whdle revMrled trath, * * 
Ready to seal it with his blood. Divine 
Resemblaoce ttost complete ! with mertSf now* 
And liMre,' his flicie, illained, shone g^loiiouily | 
And fPQfWnib^Dow indignantly, it leetoed ' 
As if offAnded ^astioe, from his eye. 
Streamed forth irindiotire wrath I Men heatC^ 

' alarmed: 
The uDcircumcised infidel believed ; 
Light^tUottg^hl^ Mirth grew serious^ and wepi ] 
The laugh profene rank in a' sigh of deep 
. JlSepentance, ttve blasphemer, kneeling, prayed, 
And, prostrate in the dust, for mercy called ; 
And cursedf old, forsaken sinners gnashed 
l*heir .teeth, as if their hour had £«en arrived 
S ach was 'his ealUng^ his commission such. 
Yet lie was humble^ kind, forgiving, meek, 
Ea^ to be entreated, gracious^ mild ; 
And, with all patience and afifliction, taaght« 
«iSebiiked, persuaded, tfoladed, counselled, 

ned, 
In fervent etyle kud manner. Needy, poor 
And dying men, like mosic, heard his feet 
Approach their beds ; and guilty wretches took 
-.Hew hope, and in his prayers wept and smiled^ 
And blessed him, as they died forgiven ; and all 
SiiW in hift face contentment, in his life. 
The path to glory and perpetnal joy. 
Deep-learned in the philosophy of heaven, 
'He searched the causes out of g:ood and iir, 
profoundly calculating their effects, 
*7k^ pait Uie bound? cS Time ; «&d bolanoiMgfi ' 
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In the antbmetie of future Uringt, 

The loM and profit of the soul to aU 

Eteniitjr. A skilful workman be 

in God*t great moral vineyard : what to prone 

With cautious hand he knew, what to uproot ; 

What were mere weeds, and what oelestial irfants 
.Which had unlading: Tiguur in them« knew ; 

Nor knew alone, but watched them night and 

day, 
. And reared and nourished them, till fit to be 

Transplanted to the Paradise above. 

Oh ! who can speak his praise ! great^huaiUe 
man ! 
lie in the current of distrnction stood 
And warned the sinner of his wo ; led an 
Immanuel*8 members in the crvil day ; 
And, with the everlasting arms embraced 
Himself around, stood in the dreadful frooC 
Of batde, high, and warred victoriously 
With death and bidl. And now was coaM hit 

rest, 
His triumph day. lUustrious like a sud» 
In that assembly, he, shining from far, 
Most eiceilent in glory, stcMd assured. 
Waiting the promised crown, the promised thfons^ 
The welcome and approval of his Iioid. 
Nor one alone, but many-— prophets, pxiesti^ 
Apostlee, great reformers, all that served 
Messiah faithfully, like stars appeared 
Of fairest beam.; and round them fpUhered, dftd 
In white, the vouchers of their ministry-— 
Thefliiok their care had nourished, fed|AitfiMTei. 



Nor yet inoommon clory bfaizii^, «too4 
The tnie pbikMooheri. decided frieml 
Of truth and mao. DeterniiQed foe Uf all 
Deception, ealm, coUectedi patieat« witte, 
And humble, ondeoeiyed by outward 8biip<& . ; 
Of things, by fashion's revelry uneharmetiu { 
By honour anbew!itohed,-^e led the cbeM - 
OfTa&ity,aadallthe quackeriee .) 

Of life, to fools and heroes^ or whoe^eir 
Desired them ; and with reason, much d^piaedi 
Tradiloed, yet heavenly reason, to the abiide ' 
Retirect-^retired, but not to.drefun, or build 
Of ghostly faociesj seen iti the deo^ iioOli 
Of sleep, Ul-baladoed theories ; retired. 
But did not le^ve mankind ; in pity, not . 
In wrath, retired ; and still, though distant, ktft 
His eye en men ; at proper ao^ tocAc. 
His stand to see them better^ ai)di beyotkl 
The clamour which the be^ls, of folly madei . . 
That most had hung ^bout them, to oonsiUt 
With oatiire^ how &ev madnese might be ciiredi 
And honi^ th^ir true substantial comforts might 
Be multiplied. Religions man ! what God 
By prophets, priests, evangelists, revealed 
Of saered truth, he thankfully received^ 
And, by its light directedf went in search 
Of more. B^dre him^ darkness fled i iad ail . 
The gdbtin tribes that hung upon the breasts 
Of Night, and haunted still the moral gloom 
With shapeless forms, and blue^ inferpal lightsi 
A«d indistinct^ and devilish whisperiilgi^ 
TbattlMimisedaQated fiuioiee texed 
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Of itptNlitioOs iMn,**^it his approaich, 
Dispened, iavnible. Wli«re'«r he wwk^ 
Thii lenoD still he tsiJe;ht, ToiMr no ill 
But on, no beings but Almighty God^ 
All-tiQiiiprebeiMliDg nge ! too bard alone 
For bin ww man'i MlTatioB ; eU beadei^ 
Of QMror oooifort, that diitinetioii mode 
Between the deEp«mte aaYeg^, ecarcelj ttuuBd 
AboTo the beett whoie flesh he ate, undreiaed; 
Afld Ihie dioit peiisfaed of the human raee, 
Wa* prodoet of his peneyering^ seareh* 
Rel^ion owed him much, as from the lake 
She soflbred moeh ; for still his main dasign. 
In all his ^templatioos, was to traeff 
The wisdom, provideooe, and lore of God^ 
!Aftd tb his fellows, less obienrant, show 
Themibrth. From pr^adice redeemed^ with aB 
His pasrionsstilU aboira the commoQ worlds 
Sablima in teasoa and in aim sablime* 
He sat, and en the marreUoos works of God 
8adat€dy thonf^ht; now glancing up his eye. 
Intelligent, through all the starry danoe. 
And penetrating now the deep rcmele 
Of central eaoBca in the womb opaqne 
W matter hid ; now, with inspection niesv 
Entering the mystie labyrinths of the mind. 
Where thought, of notice ever shy, behind 
Thooght, disappearing, stfll retired ; and still, 
Thencht meeting thoi^ht, and thought awake- 
ning thought. 
And mingHng etill with thoagbt in endloia 
Bcwildeied obeervation ; tiow» with^y*. 
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Yet more severely purged, looktnf Ihr deiim 
Into the heart, where paei^ wove A web 
Of tiMMiaaad tboasMid thread8| in ^iwii moA hot 
All diflereot ; Chen, upward ventunn^ wfiilea $ 
But reverently, and in hie hand, the bght 
Revealed, near the elerfnl Throne, he gaiod. 
Philosophising less than worshipping. 
Moettraly great! his ioteUectual strangth 
And knowledge vast, to metf%#'4nserinind, 
Seemed infiaite ; yet, from his high pursuits^ 
And reasonings most profound, he still leiwiMd 
Home, with as humbler and a warmer heart: 
And none so lowly bowed before his Ck>d, 
As none so weH His awful majesty 
And goodness comprehended ; brsowdl 
His «wa dependeiicy and waakneM knew; 

How glorious now, with vision pnrified 
At the Essential Truth, entirel;^ we , 

From error, he, investigating still, — 
For knowledge is not found, unsought, in heaven. 
From world to world,'at plsasore, rove% oe viag 
Of golden ray upborne; or, attbefoat 
Of heaven's most ancient sagm^ sitting, bears 
New wonders of the woodroua woifcs of God ! 

lUustrious too, that morning, stood the man 
Exalted by the people, to the throne 
Of povomment, established on the base 
Of justice^ liberty, and equal right ; 
Who, in his countenance sublime, expressed 
A nation's majesty, and yet was meek 
And hiimblo ; and in royal palace gave 
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ExaaqrfetolheiiMianett, of tbefev 

Of God, and all integrity of life 

And tnonners ; who» august, yet lowly ; who^ 

Severe, yet gracious ; in his very hearty 

Detesting all oppression, all intent 

Of private aggrandizement; and, the first 

In every public duty, held the scales 

Of Justice, and as the law, wbioh reigned in 

Commanded, gav^ewards ; or, with the edfft 

Vindictive, smote^ ttow lightj now heavily, 

According the stature of the crioiei 

Conspicuous like an oak of healthiest hou|ili| 

Deep-rooted in bis cimntry's loVOj be stoo«( 

And gave bis band to Virtue, helping up 

The honest man to honour and renown ; 

And, with the lOok which gobdhess wmki ill 

wrath, 
Witbering the very blood of Knavery, 
And from his presence driving far, ashamOd. 

Nor lees remarkable, among the tl ese c d, 
Appear^ the mapj who; in the senat^booM} 
Watchful, imbired. nnbribed, and imoorrapti. 
and party only to the commoa weal. 
In virtue's awful rage, pleaded for rights 
With truth so clear, with argument so stroli|^ 
With adti6ii so sindet-e; and tone so loud ^ 
And deep, as made thd despot quake behind 
His adamantine ^ates, and every joint, ' 
In terror, sraite hia fellow-joint relaxed ; 
Or, marching to the field, m bumLshed steel, 
While, frownmg on his brow, tremendous hmig 



The wralh.of a whole people, lomg ptovoindi^ 
Muttered the etomijr winfi of war, m 4my. 
CM* diemdfal deeds; end led the betUeee, 
When liberty, swifl aa the fifee of heeTOiii 
In fury rodo, with all her hoeCs, ajnd thre# 
The tyrant down, or drove invasion baclu 
niuatrious he — ^iUufltrious all appeared. 
Who ruied supreme in righteouanese ; or held 
Inferior place, in atedfast rectitude 
Of aouL Peculiarly aevere had beep . 
The nature of their youth, their Knowledge freeti 
Great was theu: wiadomy groat taeir careai and 

great 
Their aelMenial, and their service doo« 
To God and man j and great was their reward^ 
At band, proportioned to their worthy deedai 

Breathe «U thy tbiitotrelsy, imAoHel Iltlrp S 
Breathe numbers warm with lovei^ while 1 re* 



Delighted theme, t eaembling most the tongt. 
Which, day and nigfat, are song belbre the 

Lamb!—- 
Thy praise, O Charity ! thy labours most 
Divine t thy sympathy #itfa sj{^hs,<iid teats. 
And grocOBs i thy great, thy godlike wisli» tohelil 
All misery, all fortune's wonods, and make 
The soul (^ every living thing- re^iee. 
O thou wast needed mueh in days of Time I 
No virtue, half so mueh !«*^one Inilf so ftit I 
To all the rest, however fine, thou gavest 
▲ finishing and polish, without whieh 



I 
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No mUk eta* altered lieeTeB. • Left n^ r«c6ixl 
His pruse, the tiinri>f met beiKfinbl^noe, 
Who presMd thee ckMely lo his glDWlii|; heart, 
And to thy ^ntle bidding mide his feet 
Swift minister. Ofall mankind liis soul 
Was most in harmony irith heaven : as one 
Sole &miiy of brothers, sisters, friends, 
One in their origin, one in their rights 
To all the common gifts of providence, . 
And in thei^ hopes, 3ieir joys, and sorrolprs one. 
He Viewed the universal human race. 
He needed not a law of state, to force 
Grudging submission to the law of God. 
The law of love was in his heart, alive ; 
What he possessed, he counted not his own. 
But, like a fiiithful steward in a house 
Of paUic alma« what freely he rooeived ^ 
He freely gave, distributing to all 
The helpless, the last mite beyond his own 
TemperaU support, and reckou^g stiU tile gill 
But juvtiee^ due to want; andao it was, 
Although the world, with compliment not ill 
Applied, adorned it with a furel' uaiBe* 
Nor did he wait till to his door the voice • 
Of supplication came, but went abroad. 
With foot •■ silent as the start y dews. 
In search .<tf misery that pined unseen, 
And would not ask. And who can tell what aigMs 
He saw ! what groans he heard, in that cold 

world 
Below 2 when 8in» in ieogue w|th gtoony IMh« 



Mareh4dilM}yUirMigh the ki^Ui ^UJkmMk^ 
■cvfair • . .. .J #. 

Tb6 litid, wmdrngf at wiHi ■mA-SMking* «Mtlav • 
Fair earth! a huEet'^lioiiscvAClwifMAdArkt • • 
Where DiMppointiaeDt flid ob vnined Hope* 
Where Qtiift, worn oat^ letned en the triple edfv 
Of wcat, remorse, despair % where OueUy 
Reached forth a eup of wetmwood to tlie>Upe > - 
Of Sorrow, that to deeper Sorrow wailfld; 
Where Mockery, and Disease, and Poyertj^ > 
Met miserable Ag«, erewhite tore bent u. . • 

With his own burden ; where the arrowy itfindi 
Ofwinter pierced the iiakfed«vphaiibftb^ •• *> 
And chilled the mother's beait, who haA «•> 
home; ' . * * 

^nd where, ahS 1 in mid-time of his day, ^ 

The honest man, robbed \fy som^ vAlain^ bmoAt* 
Or with long sickness pale, and pfiler.yet <" 
With Wfint and hunger, ofl drank bitter drawglitir 
Of his own tears, and had no'bread to eat. ••■ ' • 
Oh ! who can tell what sights he saw, whilt? 

shapes ' \^.i 

Of wretchedness ! or who describe what' smiws 
Of gratitude illamined the face of wo. 
While from, his hand he gave the bonn^y tortti ! 
As when the Sun, to Cancer wheeling back, ' , 
Reamed from Capricorn, and showed the north^. 
That long had Iain in cold and cheerless night, '^ 
His beamy countenance ; all nature then | 

Rejoiced together glad ; the flower looked up 
And smiled ; the forest, from his locks, shook oU, 
The hoary frosts, and clapped his hands ; the 

bird« 



uui oovMM Mf nitt. 

And from hu hollow <len, where many moptb* 

He •tan^ered wd in darklDMi, blithe and l%ht 

Orhearl the MTSge tpnmg* and saw a|;am 

Hii DMHUitaiiii ahiBOf and with new songi of }orm 

Ailfired the virgin's ear s so did the bouse* 

The prison-house of guiU, and all the abodes 

Of unprovided helpleasBees, revive. 

As on them looked the sunny messenger 

Of Chanty. Bv angels tended still. 

Thai marked his 4eed0» and wrote them in tha 

hook 
Of God's rememhnmce ; f:iure)e8s he to be 
Ohsewed of men, or have eacb^n^ bestpwe4 
Recorded punctually, with namaalldpl^p^ 
In every bdl of news. Pleased to do good, 
B% gave and sought no more, nor questioqe^ 

modi 
Nor MMonod, who deserved ; for well be l^pew 
The fiieo-of need. Ah me 1 whp could mistake 7 
Tha thajpe to ask, the want that urged within, 
Compoeed a look so perfectly distinct 
From all else humsii, and withall so full 
Of misery, tba^ none could pass, untouched, 
And be a Christian, or thereafter claim. 
In any form, the name or rights of man. 
Or, at the day of Judgment, lift bis eye; 
While he, in name of Christ, who gave ^he poor 
A cup of water, or a bit of bread. 
Impatient for his advent, waiting stood, >'* 
<ffJowipg in robes of love and boTiness, 
Ifesvcti^ fairest d|-p88 ? 9pd round him ranged, ii| 



A tlMMmd witaenoi appeared, pffopeted . 
To tcM bb grackme deeds before the Throne. 

^or uorenqwoed among the most renowned. 
Nor 'moifg the fairest unadmired, that nrorn, 
yfhen bi^jheet fame was proof of highest worthy 
Distinguished stood the bard : not be» wbo sold ■ 
The incommunicable, heavenly gift, 
To Folly, and with lyre of penect ton«, 
Prepared by Qod bimseliv for holiest praise,-^ 
V^ilest of traitors 1 most dishonest man ! — 
Sat by the door of Rmn, andmade- there 
A melody so sweet, and in the meutb 
pf drunkeno^s istd debauch: Ui^^ else had : 

crOflked ' ' • . 

In n^ftvai discordance janring harsh. 
Put so divinfd a song, tnat many Uun^ 
Aside, and entered in undone, and thought, 
Meitewhile, it' was the gate of heaven» so \i^^ 
An angel's ToicethiB musio seemed ; nor be, 
Wbo, wliimftg grievously of damsel coy, 
0r blaming fortune, that w(M|ld nothing giye ' 
por doing nought^ in indolent lament 
Uif profitable, passed his j)itedns days^ 
Making hhnsw the hero of bis tale^ 
pes^rvmg ill the poet's name: but h& 
Tbe bArd, by ClocPs oWn hand anointeo, whq. 
To Vfitiie's all-kieirgbting harmony, 
|lis lim^hers tuned: who, from the fount of trutt^ 
Poured inielo^y, and beauty poured, an4 loy^ . 
ill holy stream, into the human heart ; 
And, jrom the height of lofty argument, 
Who "justified \]\q ways of God t:o man/? - 
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And mmg ivlMt Mill be mgi^ m p p wif^d^ in benvMi; 
Thougll' now with bolder note^ above Uie dailip 

TenestriaL which the pure celefitial fire 

Cooled, and restrained m part his flamimg wmg. . 

Philosophy was deemed of deeper thowght. 
And judgineBt more severe, than Poetry $ 
To fable, she, and fancy, more inclined 
And yet, if Fianoy, as was nnderstood. 
Was of creative nature, or of power. 
With self-wrought stufi^ to boild a fiU>ne up^ 
To mortal vision wondoful and strange, 
Philosophy, the tbeoretie, dakned, 
Undoubtedly, the first and highest placn 
In fancy's &vour. Her material souls. 
Her chance, her atoms shaped alike, her wbitis 
Proved bla<», her universal notbingi aU * 

And all her wondrous systems, bow the mind 
With matter met ; bow man wan fieec^ and yel . 
All pre-ordained; how evil first began ; 
And chief| her speoolations, soanngsbigbi. 
Of the eternal, uncreated Mind, 
Which left all reason infinitely fiur 
Behind-— surprising leat of theory 1— - 
Were pure creation of her own, webs wove 
Of gossamer in Fancy's lightest loom. 
And no wbere^ on the list of being made 
By God, reoorded : but her loo!k« meanwhile^ 
Was grave and studious ; and many tlMOgbl . . 
Shs reasoned deeply, when she wildly raved. 

The true, legitimate, anointed bard. 
Whose song through ages poured its melody. 
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Wta moet beverely lh<raghtfizl^ mdst m&fttt^ ' 
And accUf&tei of obsei' vation, most • • ^ 

Familiarlj acquainted with all modm • ^ - ' • 
And phases of existence. True, ho ildilMi * ^_ 
He had originally drunk, from out ■ 
The founi; of life and love, a double draught, 
That gavu whatever he touched a dottUe lifei ' 
But t^ was mier» daiire. at §nU fuid:power : \ 
Devoid of means to work by ; need vrtm' stiU . 
Of persevering, quick, inspective mood 
Of mind, of faithful ittemorj, yngHv. itored 
P>om universal foeitag's ample fieUl, 
With knowle^ ; and- a judgment, •oaadufct 

clear, • . * * 

Well diiiplined in naturals rales- of taste i ■'•'■* 
Biseeraiug to select, -aYratkge, combifte^ > 
From infinite variety, and stitt • *5 

To nature true ; and guide wiUial^ herd task^ ^ 
The sacred, living impetus divitiei . "'■' 

Diwreetly through the harmony of idbgJ ■ ■ ■ *- 
Completed thus, the poet sung ; and igfe ' 
To age, enraptured, heard his measures flow j * 
Knraptured, for he poured the very fat * 

And marrow of existence through Ms v€Jrse^ '• 
And gave the soul, that else, in selfish cold, * 
Unwarmed by kindred interest, had lain, 
A roomy life, a glowing relish high, 
A sweet, expansive brotherhood of being- 
Joy answering joy, and 'sigh r«n^<^^<^>^9^ 
Through all the fibres of the social heart* 
Observant, sympathetic, sound of head, - '•" 
Upon the ocean vast of human thought. 
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With puAoa rough and stormy, Tentarmg out, 
Ereo It the livipg billows rolled, he threw 
Hit numbert over them, seized as they were, 
And to pfopetual afies left them fixed. 
To each, a minor of itself displayed ^ 
Denair for ey^ lowering dark on Sm, 
4nd Happiness on Virtue smilmg fair. 

Ho WM tho mfaiister of fiune^ and gave 
To whom ho would renown ; nor miwod him- 



Although despising much the idiot roar 
Of popular applanse, that sudden, oft, 
Itenataratty toming, whom it nursed 
Itself deToared—4he lasting fame, the praise 
Of God and holy men, to excellence given. 
Tet less he aooght his own renown, than wished 
To hare the eternal images of truth 
▲nd bomityt pielored in bis verse, admired. 
fTwas thessb taking immortal shape and form 
Beneath his eye, that charmed his midnight 

watch, 
And oft, has soul with awful transports shook 
Of* happiness, unfelt by other men. 
This was that spell, that sorcery, which bound 
The poet to the lyre, and would not let 
Him go; that hidden mystery of joy, 
Whicn made him sing in spite of fortune's worst; 
And was^ at once, both motive and reward. 

Smg now among the choral harps, in this 
The niitive clime of songj are those unknown,* 
With higher note «acendmg| who» below, 
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In holy ardour, aimed at lofty straios. 

True ntmo is never lost : many, whose nam/» 

Were honoured much on earth, arc famous hert 

For poetry, and, with arch-angel harpS| 

Hold no unequal rivalry in song ; 

Leading the choirs of neaven, in numbers high, 

In numhers ever sweet and ever new. - ' 

Behold them yonder, where the river pure- 
Flows warbling down before the throne uf Godf 
And, shading on each side, the tree of life 
Spreads its unfading boughs 1— -See how tlisy 

shine, 
In garments white, ^uafEng deep draughts of love 
And harping on their harps, new harmonies 
Preparing for the ear of God, Most High 1 < 

But why should I, of individual worth, 
Of individual glory, longer sing 7 
No true believer was, that day, obscure; 
No holy soul but had enough of joy ; 
No pious fVish without its mil reward. 
Who in the Father and the Son believed, 
With faith that wrought by love to holy deeds. 
And purified the heart, none trembled there. 
Nor had by earthly guise his rank concealed {* 
Whether, unknown, he tilled the ground remote. 
Observant of the seasons and adored 
God in the promise, yearly verified. 
Of seed-time^ haiirest, summer, winter, day 
And night, returning duly at the time 
Appointed } or, on the shadowy mountain side* 
Worshipped at dewy eve, watching his flocks i . 
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Or, tradiDg, tnwthe wonders oftibe deep, 

AndM the needle to the starry Pole 

Tamed eonstantly, so he his heart to Gtyd ; 

Or else, in .servitude severe, was taught 

To break the bonds of sin ; or, be(rgtng, learned 

T^trtlst the Providence that fed the raven. 

And clothed the Hly with her annual gown. 

Most numerous, indeed, among the saved, 
Amd many, too, not least illustrious, shone 
The men Who had no name on earth. Ecfip td 
Bt lowfy circumstance, they lived unknown. 
Like stream that in the desert warbles clear, 
Btrll nursing, as it goes, the herb and flower, 
Though never seen j or hke the star, retired 
In solitudes of ether, far beyond 
All sight, not of essential splendour lesSp 
Though shining unobserved. Ifone s%w their 

pure 
Devotion, none their tears, their faiib, and love. 
Which burned within them, both to God and man. 
None saw but God. He in bis bottle, all 
Their tears preserved, and every holy wish 
Wrote in his book ; and, not as they had done. 
But as they wished with aU their heart to do, 
4irayed them now. in glory, and displayed,— ^ 
1^9 longer hid by coarse, uncourtly garb,-* 
^n lustre equal to their inward worth. 

Man's time was passed, and his eternity 
Begun. No fear remained of change. The youth. 
Who, in the glowing morn of vigorous life, 
Highnreacbing after great religious deeds, 
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AVas fluddonly out ofl[| witb all his hopes . , 
In sunny bloom, and unaccomplished leA 
Flia withered aims,— saw everlasting days, 
Before him, dawning rise, in which to achieve 
AU glorious things, and get himself the name 
Taat jealous Death too soon forbade on earth. 

Old things had passed away, and all was new } 
And yet, of all the nbw-begun, nought so 
Prodigious difference made, in the affairs 
And Noughts of every man, as certainty. 
For doubt, all doubt, was gone, of every kind; 
Doubt that erewhite, beneath the lowest base 
Of mohxVreaeonings, deepest laid, crept in, 
And made the strengeet, best cemented to Were 
Of human workmanship, so weakly shake, 
And to their lofly t6pe so waver still. 
That those w^buHt them, feared their taddieB 

fall. 
But'dottbt, all'dloiibt, was passed; and, in its 

place, • 
To every Vioti^t that in the heart of man 
Was present, n<rw hod come an absolute, 
Unquestionable cerUonty, which gave 
To eaefa decision of the mind immense 
Importance, raising to its proper height 
The seaueM tide m passion, whether joy 
Or grief. , The gooa man knew, in very truth, 
That he was saved to all eternity, 
And feared no more; the bad had prooTcomplat^, 
That he was damned forever ; and believed 
Endrely, that on every wicked soul 
Anguish should come, and wrath, an4 ntt^.wp. 
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Knowledgo was much increased, but wbdom 

more. 
The film of Time, that still before the sight 
Of mortal vision danced, and led the best 
Astray, pursuing unsubstantial dreams. 
Had dropped from every eye. Men saw that thoy 
Had vexed themselves m vaio, to understand 
What now bo hope to understand remained ; 
That they had often counted evil good. 
And good for ill ; laughed when they should have 

wept, 
And wept, forlorn, when,God intended nirtb. 
But what, of all their ibllies passed, surprised 
Them most, and seemed most totally insane 
And unacountable, was value set 
On objects of a day, was serious grief 
Of joy for loss or gain of mortal things. 
So utterly impossible it seemed. 
When men their proper interests saw, that aught 
Of terminable kind, that aught, which e'er 
Could die, or cease to he, however named. 
Should make a human soul— a legal heir 
Of everlasting years— rejoice or weep. 
In earnest mooid ; for nothing now seemed woith 
A thought, but tMid eternal bearing in^ 

Much truth had been assented to in Time, 
Which never, till this day, had made a due 
Impression on the heart Tal^ one example. 
Early from heaven it was revealed, and oft 
Repeated in the world, from pulpits preached, 
And penned and read in holy books, fhat God 
Respi^ctad not the persons of mankind. 
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Htd fhia b«6n truly credited and felt. 
The king, in purple robe, had owned, indeed. 
The beggar for his brother; pride of rank 
And office thawed into paternal lore ; 
Oppression feared the day of equal rights, 
Predicted; covetous extortion kept 
In mind the hour of reckoning, soon to come ; 
And bribed injustice thought of being judged. 
When he should stand, on equal foot, beskle 
The man he wronged, and lurely — nay, *tit tmc^ 
Most traa, beyond all whispeiing of dcmfat, 
That he, who lifted up the reekmg soouige. 
Dripping with gore fix)m the slave^f back, beloM 
He struck again, had paused, and sariooaly 
Of that tribunal thougjit, whena God himMlf 
Should look him in the face, and aak in wiatli« 
•'Why didst thou this? Man! waa ha not tbjT 

brother 
Bone of thy bone, and Aesh and blood of thine ?" 
But, ah ! this truth, by hearen and reason taught, 
Was never fully credited on earth. 
The titled, flattered, lofty men of power. 
Whose wealth bought verdicts of applanie fcis 

deeds 
Of wickedness, oould ne'er beUeve tfie tima 
Should truly qame when judgasent shoidd pt** 

ceed 
Impartially against them, and they, too. 
Have no good speaker at the Judge^s ear, 
No witnesses to bring them off for gold. 
No power to turn the sentence irom its courae ; 
And they of low estate, who saw themselves. 



Day ail^r day, <lMpi9ed,iwd wnusged, and mofek. 

«flf ' • • • 

Without redress, could acarcely tbiuk the day 
Should e'er arriyei when they, ia truth, should 

stand 
On perfect level "wit^ the potentates 
And pj^ncesofthe earth, and have their cause 
Examined fairly, and their rights allowed. 
But now Ubia truth was feltj btelieved and ielt. 
That O)^ were really of a common «toi2k, 
'f hat no moil QTer bfid b€«n mpre. than inan. 

Muoh'jJrtjfjhecy-^-rdveitled by "holy bards, 
"Wljfd' flung* the win of heaven by Judah^s 

strfeftiiii-^ • 

Much i^pheey,'thariiwiited lon^, the scoff 
Of 'Hps thMsircumfetsed, was then fulfilled; 
Tte-fliettEt tittle -rfcrupulously fuliftted. 
It was foretold by those of ancient days, 
A' time ishould* cobie whe^ wickedness should 

■wefepj-'*- 
Abased; when tf<!^*Mly look of man 
Should be b«WQd down, aiid all his baun^htiryess 
Miide towj when righteousness alone should bft 
The head m glory, and rejoice at heart; 
When many,- first in splendour and renown, 
ShoQlA h« nost viie } and nany, hmeit odoe, * 
Aod last in poverty's obscurest nook. 
Highest ana fiist in hoBowr, shoidd b* apea^ 
Exalted ; and when some, when ail the good. 
Should rise to glory and eternal life ; 
,^<* *U the bad, lamenting, wake^ condeniBed 
lo sham^ eonteupt, and e veiOaatiiw giie( 
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Tbeae propUecies bad tarried loiig, bo long . 
That many wagged the head, and, tauoting, msked, 
" When shall they come 7" but asked no more, 

nor mocked : 
'For the reproach of prophecy was wiped 
Away, and every word of God fomid true. 

And, oh ! what change of state, what change of 
rank,*' 
In that assembly every where was seen! 
The huYHble-hearted laughed, the tofbr mourned, ' 
And every mafa, according to his works 
Wrought m the body,, there took character'. 

Thus stood they mixed, all generations stood ! 
Of aU nutfitod, innuiiiierabl& tbfOAgl 
Great harvest of the gmve ''"-"Waiting the wUl 
Ofheaven, Attentive^ «n4 silent all* . ./ 

As f9veet spreading out beneath the calm^ 
Of evening skies, when even the single leaf . 
Is hea^ ^tiQQftiy«u8tle down end faUi . ^ 
So silent .they, when from above» the sound 
Of rapid wheels jipproachedr and suddenly . 
In heaveaappeiireci a host of aogeli stroii^h : 
With chariote and >vith steeds of bumiag ve. ; t 
Cherub, and Seraph^ Thrones^ Dominions^ Fowv 

ers, 
Bright ioD celestial armour, dazaling, rode. i 

And, leading in the froc^ illustrious shone . i 

Michael and GabrieV eervants long approved 
I n high commiS8ien,-^gi rt that day with powen 
Which nought created, man or devil, might 
Resists Nor waited, gazing long ; but. quick 
Pescendingi silently and without son^ 
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As seiranti bent to do their master's wotic, 
To middle air they raised the human race, 
Above the path !onp travelled by the sun; 
And as a shepherd m>m the sheep divides 
The goats; or hnsbandman, with reaping hand?, 
In harvest, separates the precious wheat. 
Selected from the tares : so did they part 
Mankind, the good%nd bad, to right and left. 
To meet no more; these ne^er again to smile. 
Nor those to weep; these never more to share 
Society of mercy with the saints, 
Nor, henceforth, those to snfier with the vile. 
Strange parting ! not for hours, nor days, nor 

months. 
Nor for ten thousand times ten thousand yeaxs ; 
But for a whole etemitv 1— though fit. 
And pleasant to the righteous, yet to all 
Strange and most strangely felt! The sire, t» 

right, 
Retirinff, saw the son-— sprung from his loins. 
Beloved how deailyonce! but who forgot. 
Too soon in sin's intoxicating cup. 
The fetbei's warnings and the mothei^ tear»— 
Fall to the lefl among the reprobate ; 
And sons, redeemed, beheld the fathers, whom 
They loved and honoured once, gathered among 
The wicked. Brothers, sisters, kinsmen, fiiends ; 
Husband and wife, who ate at the same board, 
And under the same roof, united dwelt. 
From youth to hoary age, bearing the chance 
And change of Time together, parted then 
For evermore. But none, whose friendship grew 
From virtue^ pure and e?eria9ttng loo^ 
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Took dMforent roads ; these, knit in itneter bonds 

Of amity, embracing saw no more 

Death, with his scythe, stand by ; nor heard the 

word. 
The bitter word, which closed all earthly friend- 
ships, 
And finished erery feast of love— 'FarewelL 
To all, strange parting ! to the wicked, sad 
And terrible ! New horror seized them, while 
They saw the saints withdrawing, and with them 
All hope of safety, all delay of wrath 

Beneath a crown of rosy light,— like that 
Which once, in Goshen, on the flocks, and herdi^ 
And dewlUngs, smiled, of Jacob, while the land 
Of Nile was dark ; or like the pillar bright 
Of sacred fire, that stood above the sons 
Of Israel, when they camped at midnight by 
The foot of Hpreb, or the desert side 
Of Sinai ; — now, the righteous took tnelr place, 
AH took their place, who ever wished to go 
To heaven, for heaven's own sake. Not one 

remained 
Among the accursed, that e'er desired with all 
The heart to be redeemed, that ever sought 
Submissively to do the will of God, 
Howe'er it crossed his own ; or to escape 
Hell, for aught other than its penal fires. 
All took their place, rejoicing, and bebeld 
In centre of the crown of golden beams 
That canopied Ihem o'er, these gracious words,' ' 
Blushing with tints of love: **Fcar not, mj 
Baints.** 
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To bther u^ht of horrible dUmay, • 
Jehovah's ministers the wicked droVe, 
And left them bound immovable in chains 
Of Justice. O'er their heads a bowless cloud 
Of indigiiatfoD hung I a cloud it was , 

Of thick and utter darkness, rolling, like 
An ocean, tides of livid, pitchy flame ; 
'With tHttndeiv char^d« and lightnings ruinous. 
And ired witll forked vengeance, such as wounds 
The^oul ; and full of angry shapes of wrath, 
And eddies wbtrliag with tumultuous fire, 
And forms of terror raving to and fro, 
And monsters, unimagined heretofore 
By guilty men in dreams before their death, 
From horrid to more horrid changing still. 
In hideous movement through that stormy gulf: 
And eyormbre the Thunders, murmuring, spoke 
From out the ds^rkness, uttering loud these words* 
"VVhicb every guilty conscience echoed back : 
"Ye knew yo.vir duty, but ye did it notl*' 
Pr^ad words ! that barred excuse, and threw tbo 

weight 
Of ^very man's perdition, on himself. 
Directly home. Dread words! heard then, an^ 

heard 
For ever through the wastes of Erebus* 
•*Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not !" 
These were the words which glowed. upon Ifaf 

sword, 
Whose wrath burned fearfully behind the cursadi 
As they were driven away from God to Toph«t» 
**Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not !" 



•as cominB of vime. >Sd8 

These are th« words to which the haiM of i^«f 
Are strung ; and, to the eberus of the aanued, 
The rocks of hell repeat them, evennwre i . 
Loud echoed through the cftvcns ofdespeir^ 
And poured in thunder on the ear of Wo. 

( Nor rained dmu aloee, benea<th:that eloud^ 
Trembled. There, Satan and his l^ons stood, 
Satan, the first ani eldest 8iiiiier<— bound 
For j udg^emt. He, by other aame^ held once 
Conspicuous rank in heaven ameing* the sons 
Of happiness, rejoicin|i:, day and ni^ht* 
But pride, that was ashamed to bow to God, 
Most High, his bosom filled, with hate, his face 
Made black with envy, and in his soul begot 
Thoughts guilty of rebellion ^miti»t the throne 
Of the Eternal Father and tiie Son^-^ 
From everlasting built on righteonsness* 

Ask not how pride, in one created pure, . 
Could grow ; or sin without example spriiig. 
Where holiness alone was sown : eateem^t 
Knough, that he, as every being made 
By God, was made entirely holy, had 
The will of God before him set for law 
And regulation of his life, and power 
To do as bid ; but was, meantime, left tree. 
To prove his worth, his gratitude, his love ; 
How proved besides? for how could service 

done, 
That might not else have been witheld, evince 
The will to serve, which, rather than the deed» 
God doth require, and virtue counts alone? 
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To tUnd or AiH^ to do or leave mdoBe;^ 
Is reason'! lofty prhrilege, denied 
To all below, by instinct bound to fate, 
Umneriting^, alike^ rewaid or blame. 

Thus free, the DeTiI chose to disobey 
The will of God^ and was thrown out from 

heayen« 
And with him all his bad example stained s 
Tet not to utter punishment decreedi 
But left to fill the measure of his sin, 
In tempting and seducing man — too socm, 
Too easQy seduced ! And, from the day 
He firat set foot on earth,«-of rancour full. 
And pride, and hate, and malice, and reveo^,—- 
He set himseli^ with most felonious aim 
And hellish perseverance, to root out 
All g^ood, and in its place to plant all ill ; 
To rub and raze, from all created things, 
The fair and holy potraiture divine. 
And on them to enstamp his features grim : 
To draw all creatures off from loyalty 
To their Creator, and to make them bow 
The knee to him. Nor failed of great succesv, 
As populous hell, this day, can testify. 
He held, indeed, large empire in the world. 
Contending proudly with the King of heaven. 
To him temples were built, and sacrifice 
Of costly blood upon his altars flowed ; 
And— what best pleased him, for in show be 

seemed 
Then likest God — whole nations, bowing, fell 
Before him, worshipping, and from his lipa 
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' Entreated oracles, which he, by prieiti,^- 
For maay were his priests in every ege,-^ 
Answered, though guessing but at future things. 
And erring oft, yet still believed; so well 
His ignorance, in ambiguous phrase, he veiled. 

Nor needs it wonder, that with man once 
fallen. 
His tempting should succeed. Large was his 

iqini| 

And understanding ; though impaired by sin, 
Still large ; and constant practice, day and night, 
In cunning, guile, and all hypocrisy, 
From age to age, gave him experieooe vast 
In sin's dark tactics, such as boyish man, 
Unarmed by strength divine, could ill withstand. 
And well he knew his weaker side ; and siill. 
His lures, with baits that pleased the senses, 

busked ; 
To his impatient passions offering terms 
Of present joy, and bribing reason's eye 
With earthly wealth, and honours near at hand. 
Nor lailed to misadvise his future hope 
And faith, by false, uokemeled promises 
Of heavens of sensual gluttony and love. 
That suited best their grosser appetites. 
Into the sinner's heart, who lived secure. 
And feared him least, he entered at his will. 
But ehie( he chose his residence in courts 
And conclaves, stirring princes up to acts 
Of blood and tyrranny ; and moving priests 
To baorter truth, and swap the souls of men * 
For lusty benefices, and - address 



S96 VBfi C00B8B «T TIME. 

Of lofty modittg'. Nor the salnte elect, 
Who WBlkfsd with God, in virtue^s path sublime, 
Pid he not mmetimes ventare to molest • 
In dreams and ttomeBts of ongoard^ thought, 
SoggeBtiBg guilty doubts and feara, ttiat God 
Would disappoint their hope ; and iu their way 
Bestrewing pleasures, tongued so sweety and so 
In holy garb arrayed, that jpoapy stooped, 
Believing them of heavenly sort, and fell } 
And to their high professionst brought disgrace 
And scandal; to themselvee^ tliereafler, Jong 
And bitter nights of sore repentance, vexed 
With shame, unwonted sorrow, andremorBO. 
And more they should have fallen, and>inotft have 

wept, 
Had not their ffuardian angels, who, by God 
Conmiissioned, stood beside them in the h^ur 
Of danger, whether craft, or fierce attack, 
To Satan's deepest skill opposing skill 
More deep, and to his strongest arm, an arm ' 
More strong, — ^upborne them in their hands^ and 

filled 
Their souls with all discernment, quick, to picrco 
His stratagems and fairest shows of sin, 

r^ow, like a roaring lion, up and down 
The world, destroving, though unseen, heragMj 
And now, retiring back to Tartarus, 
Far back, beneath the thick of guilti«et dark, 
Where night ne'er heard of day, in council grim. 
He sat with ministers whose thoughts were 

damned, 
And there such plans de«wed,afl^ haid Hot €k>4 
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CiMoked and raftnined, had added earth entira 
To helL and immbabited left hearen, 
Jehovah anadored. Nor ansevere. 
Evea then, his pmuslunent desenrecL The Woim 
That never dies, coiled in hia bosom, gnawed 
Perpetaally; sin after sin brought pang 
Succeeding pang; and, now and then, t^e bolta 
Of Ziun*8 King, vindictiye, smote hu aonl 
With fiery wo to blast his proud designs; 
And gave fiim earnest of the wrath to come. 
And chief, when, on the cross, Messiah said, 
" *Tis finished,'* did the edge of yenceance mte 
Him through, and all his gu>omy legions Umeh 
With new despair. But yet, to be the first 
In mischief, to have armies at his call. 
To bold dispute wiUi God, in days of Tima^ 
His pride and malice fed, and bore him up 
Above the worst of ruin. Still, to plan 
And act great deeds, though wicked, brought at 

least 
The recompense which nature hath attached 
To all activity, and aim pursued 
With perseverance, gooa or bad ; ibr pa, 
By nature's laws, immutable and just; 
Enjoyment stops where indolence begins : 
And purposeless, to-morrow bonowing slotbi 
Itself heaps on its shoulders loads of wo^ 
Too heavy to be borne ; so indnBtryr?- 
To meditate, to plan, resolve, perform. 
Which ia itself is good — as surely brings 
Reward of good, no matter what be done : 
And such reward the devil had, as long 
As the decrees eternal |[ave him spaee 

90 



Tavcirk. Bu* now, all actioa cewed ; hi» hope 
Ofdoingevaperiebedquit*: iMftpiWe, 
Hi« CO virage, failed bim; and beyiealh that.^ouo, 
Wttich buog its central terrora o'er bts head. 
With all his angds, be, for sentence, stood, 
And rolled his eye« around, tbat uttered guilt 
And WQi ia horrible peifection jomed. 
^he hid bee« the chief and leader, long, 
Of the ajpbatate crew that warred with God 
And hoUness ; so now, among the bad, 
LowcHSt, and most forlorn, and trembluig most, 
WiihaU iniquity deformed and foul. 
With all perdition ruinous ajid dark. 
Be »too4,7r««anftple awful of the wrath 
Ot'Gbd ! sad mark, to which all sin must faU »-r 
And made> wi every side, so black a hell, 
that spirii, i^sed to night and misery, 
To distance drew, and looked. another way ; 
Aad from their golden cloud, fay off, the saints 
Saiyroun4 him darkness grow more dark, and 

h^urd 
The impatient thunderbolU, with deadliest crash 
And frequenJest, break o'er his head,-Hhe sign 
That Satan, there, the vilest sitiner, stood. 

, Ah me! yfh^X eye? were t^ere beneath that 

cloud! 
Eyes of despair, final and certain! eyes 
^atlooked, and looked, and saw, where'er they 

looked. 
Interminable darkness ! utter wo ! 

'TwBs pitiful to sec the early flower 
Kipped by ihe unfeeling froet, just wh«& it roftf 
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Lovely in youth, and pnt its beaatiee on. 
'Twas pitiful to see the h#pe8 of all 
The year, the yellow harvest, made a heap. 
By rains of judgment ; or by torrents swept, 
1 With flocks and cattle, down the raging flood ; 
Or scattered by the winnowing^ winds, that bore. 
Upon their angry wings, the wrath of heaven. 
Sad was the field, where, yesterday, was hewd, 
The roar af war ; and sad the sight of maid. 
Of mother, widow, sister, daughter, wife, 
Stooping and weeping over senseless, cold, 
Defaced, and mangled lumps of breathless earth. 
Which had been husband?, fathers, brothers, sons. 
And lovers, when that morning^s sun arose. 
'Twas sad to see the wonted seat of friend 
Removed by death ; and sad to visit scenes. 
When old, where, in the smiling morn of life. 
Lived many, who both knew and loved us much, 
And they all gone, dead, or dispersed abroad } 
And stranger faces seen among their hills. 
'Twas sad to see the little orphan babe 
Weeping and sobbing on its motner's grave.. 
'Twas pitiful to see an old, forlorn, 
Decrepit, withered wretch, unhoused, uncUd, 
Starving to death with poverty and cold. 
'Twas piUful to see a blooming bride, 
That promise gave of many a nappy year. 
Touched by decay, turn pale, and waste, and die, 
'Twas pitiful to hear the murderous thrust 
Of ruffian's blade that sought the life entire. 
'Twas sad to hear the blood come ^[urgliDg forth 
From ou( the throat of the wild smcide. 
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Sad w«t the sight of widowed, cfaOdleee ag/e 
Weeping.— I Mw it once. Wrinkled with time. 
And noary with the dust of jrears, an old 
And worthjp man came to his humble roo( 
Tottering and slow, and on the threshold stood. 
No foot, no voice, was heard within. None came 
To meet him, where he oft had met a wife. 
And sons, and daughters, glad at his return; 
None came to meet him ; ^r that dav had seen 
The old man }ay, within the narrow house, 
The last of all his family ; and now 
He stood in solitude, in solitude 
Wide as the world ; for all, that made to hi'm 
Society, had fled beyond its bounds. 
Wherever strayed his aimless eye, there lay 
The wreck of some fond hope Uiat touched his 

soul 
With bitter thoughts, and told him all was passed. 
His lonely cot was silent, and he looked 
As if be could not enter. On his stafi^ 
Bending, he leaned ; and from his weary eye, 
Distressing sight ! a single tear-drop wept. 
None followed, for the lount of tears was dry. 
Alone and last, it fell from wrinkle down 
^ wrinkle, till it lost itself, drunk by 
the wilhefiQd cheek, on which again no smile 
Should '¥n»s or drop of tenderness be seen. 
This sight was very pitiful ; but one 
Was sadder stHI, the saddest seen in Time : 
A man, to-day, the glory of his kind, 
In reason clear, in understanding large, 
In judgment sound, In fancy quick, in hope 
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Abundaixt, and in promise, like a field 

Well cultured, and refreshed with dews from 

God; 
To-morrow, chained, and raving mad, and whip- 
pod 
By servile hands; sitting on dismal straw. 
And gnashing with his teeth against the chain, 
The iron chain, that bound him hand and foot j 
And trying whiles to send his glaring eye 
Beyond the wide circumference of his wo ; 
Or, humbling; more, more miserable still. 
Giving an idiot laugh that served to show 
The blasted scenerj^ of his horrid face ; 
Calling the straw his sceptre, and the stone. 
On which he, pinioned, sat, his royal throne. 
Poor, poor, poor man ! fallen far below the brute ! 
His reason strove in vain to find her way, 
Lost in the stormy desert of his brain ; 
And, being active still, she wrought all stnmge. 
Fantastic, execrable, monstrous things. 

All these were sad, and thousands more^ that 

sleep 
Fo^otten beneath the funeral pall of Time ; 
Andbards, as well became, bewailed them muchy 
With doleful instruments of weeping song« 
But what were these? What might be worse had 

in»t. 
However small, some grains of happiness ; 
And man ne'er drank a cap of earthly sort. 
That might not held another drop oTgall ; 
Or, in his deepest sorrow, laid his heiu! 
Upon a t)illow, set so close with thorns 
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That might not held another prickle stiD; 

Accordingly, the saddest human look 

Had hope in't ; faint, indeed, hat still 'twas hope. 

But why excuse the misery of earth ? 

Say it was dismal, cold, and dark, and deep, 

Beyond the utterance of strongest words; 

But say that none remembered it, who saw. 

The eye of bemffs damned for evermore. 

Rolling, and rolling, rolling still in vain. 

To find some ray, to see beyond the gulf 

Of an unavenued, fierce, fiery, hot, 

Interminable, dark Futurity ! 

And rolling: still, and rolling still in vam ! 

Thus stood the reprobate beneath the shade 
Of terror, and beneaUi the crown of love, 
The good ; and there was silence in the vault 
Of heaven*,, and as they stood and listened, they 

heard, 
Afar to lefl, among the utter dark. 
Hell rolling o'er his waves of burning fire. 
And thundering through his caverns, empty then. 
As if he preparation made, to act 
The final vengeance of the fiery Lamb. 
And there was heard, coming from out the Pit, 
The hollow wailing of Eternal Death, 
And horrid cry of the Undying Worm. 

The wicked paler turned, and scarce the good 
Their colour kept; but were not long dismayed. 
That moment, in the .heavens, bow wondrous 

fair 
The angel of Mercy stood, and, on the bad 
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Turning his back, over the ransomed threw 
His bow, bedropped with imajgery of lore, 
And promises on which their faith reclined. 
Throughout, deep, breathless nlenoo reigned 

again; 
And on the circuit of the upper sphereti 
A glorious seraph stood, and cried aloud| 
That every ear of man and devil heaid^ 
<* Him that is filthy, let be filthy still ; 
Him that is holy, let be holy still.** 
And, suddenly, another sqiuulron brtght| 
Of high arch-angel glory, stooping, brought 
A marvellous bow, — one base upon the Crosi| 
The other on the shoulder of the bear, 
They placed,-^from south to north, sptman^ th« 

heavens. 
And on each hand dividing good and bad,*^ 
Who read, on either side, these burning wofdS| 
Which ran along the arch in hving fire, 
And wanted not to be believed ininll : 
"As ye have sown, so shall ye reap this day,* 
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BOOK X. 



,Ahalt8u or Book X. 

The Author Invokes God, for acceptance, and thei 
tance of the holy spirit ; that he may faithfully Inter 
pret the notes of the ancient Bard, '* the holy num 
befs*' which his spirit hears, and describes the Day of 
Judgment. 

Suddenly Michael sounds the golden trumpet, and mil' 
lions, infinite, of the holy spirits gathered from heaven af 
well as from the farthest worlds around, and met at tbt- 
Eternal throne, and from a radiant cloud, God declares 
the purpose of the assembly. He states the destiny of 
man is concluded, the day of Retribution, appointed 
from all eternity, is come, and the generations of eartb 
collected to the place of judgment. 

The Fatlier infinite, then addresses the Messiah, and as- 
signee to him his covenant, ofiice of Judge. The Son, 
taking the book of remembrance, the seven last thunders, 
the cft)Arns of liAs, and the Sword of Justice, ascends 
the living Chariot of God, attended by numbers infinite, 
moves forward in glory, becomes visible to the sons of 
men, and ascends the Tlntone, placed between the good 
and bad. 

In awful silence a mighty angel spread open the book of 
God's remembrance, and each one with sincere con- 
science attests the record true. He arose to pronounce 
the sentance. No creatur«> breathed, every sphere mad 
star stood still and listened, and upon the wicked flmt 
he issued the dread decree ; and plunged the sword, 
which now he drew into the midst ; they sink into 
final misery, into utter darkness and irremedaUe wo* — 
The fire then consumed the earth. Lastly the righteous 
receive the crowns, and a joyous approval, and ascend 
to heaven with their judg^e, singing gloiy to Ood and lo 
the Lamb 
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BOOK X. 



God of my fathers ! holy, just, and good ! 
My God 1 my Father ! my unfailing Hope ! 
Jehovah ! let the incense of my praise, 
Accepted, bum before thy mercy seat, 
And m thy presence burn, both day and nigbt« 
Maker; Preserver! my Redeemer! God! 
Whom have I in the heavens but Thee alone? 
On earth, but Thee, whom should I praise, whom 

love? 
For Thou hast brought me hitherto, upheld 
By thy omnipotence ; and from thy grace, 
Unbought,' unmerited, though not unsought— 
The wells of thy salvation, have refresheid 
My spirit ; watering it, at mom and even ; 
And, hy thy Spirit, which thou freely gives! 
To whom thoa wilt, hast led my venturous song, 
Over the vale and mountain tract, the light 
And shade of man ; into the burning deep 
Descending now, and now circling &e mount. 
Where highest sits Divinity enthroned ; 
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RoUfng along the tide offlaent thought. 

The ode of moral, natural, dmne ; 

Gazing on past and present, and again, 

On rapid pinion borne, outstripping Time, 

In lonj^ ezcoision, wandering through the grores 

Unfading, and the endless avenues. 

That shade the landscape erf* Eternity; 

And talking there with holy angels met, 

And future men, in glorious vision seen ! 

Nor unrewarded have I watched at night. 

And heard the drowsy sound of neighboring sleep 

New thought, new imagery, new scenes of bliss 

And glory, unrehearsed by mortal tongue. 

Which, unrevealed, I, trembling, turned and left, 

Bursting at once upon my ravished eye, — 

With joy unspeakable have filled my soul, 

And made my cup run over with delight* 

Though in my face the blasts of adverse winds, 

While boldl;^ circumnavigating man. 

Winds seeming adverse, though perhaps not so, 

Have beat severely ; disregarded beat. 

When I, behind me, heara the voice of God, 

And his propitious Spirit say, Fear not ! 

God of my fathers ! ever present God I 
This oflferin^, more, inspire, sustain, accept ; 
Highest, if numbers answer to the theme ; 
Best answering, if thy Spirit dictate most. 
Jehovah 1 breathe upon my soul ; my heart 
Enlarge ; my faith increase ; increase mv hope ; 
My thoughts exalt; my fancy sanctify, 
And all my passions, that I near thy throne 
May venture, unreproved ; and sing the day 
Which none unholy ought to name, the Da j 
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Of jadgment 1 greatest day, paaeed or to oome t 
Day ! which,-Hleiiy me what thou wilt, deny 
Me home, or friend, or honorable name,— 
Thy mercy grant, l, thoroughly prepared, 
With comely garment of redeeming love. 
May meet, and have my Judge lor Advoeate. 

Come, Oracious Influence, Breath of the Lord f 
And touch me trembling, as thou touched the man, 
Greatly beloved, when he in vision saw, 
By Ulai's stream, the Ancient sit ; and talked 
with Gabriel, to his prayer swiftl^ sent, , 
At evening sacrifice. Hold my right hand. 
Almighty ! hear me, for I ask through Him, 
Whom tnou hast beard, whom thou wilt idways 

hear, 
Thy Son, our interceding Great High Priest * 
Reveal the future, let the years to come 
Psiss by, and open my ear to hear the harp 
The prophet harp, whose wisdom I repeat, 
Interpreting the voice of distant song j — 
Which thus again resumes the lofty verse, 
Loftiest, if I interpret faithfully 
The holy numbers which my spirit hears. 

Thus came the day, the harp again began. 
The day that many thought should never come. 
That all the wicked wished should never come. 
That all the righteous had expected long; 
Day greatly feared, and yet too little feared. 
By him who feared it most ; day laughed at much 
By the profane, the trembllhg day of all 
Who laughed ; day when all shadows pawed, all 
dreams j 
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Whes-substaoce, when realitjr oommenced ; 

Last day of lying, final day of aU 

Deceit, all knavery, all quackisb phrase ; 

Ender of all disputing, of all mirth 

Ungodly, of all load and boasting speech ; 

Judge, of all judgments, Judge of every judge. 

Adjuster of all causes, rights and wrongs ; 

Day ofl appealed to, and appealed to oft 

By those who saw its dawn with saddest heart; 

Day most magnificent in Fancy's range, 

Whence she returned, confounaed,trembling.paIr'| 

With overmuch of glory faint and blind ; 

Day most important held, prepared for most, 

By every rational, wise, and holv man ; 

Day of eternal gain, for worldly loss ; 

Day of eternal loss, for worldly gain j 

Great day of terror, vengeance, wo, despair; 

Revealer of all secrets, thoughts, desires; 

Rein-trying, heart-investigating day^ 

That stood between Eternity and Time, 

Reviewed all past, determined all to come. 

And bound att destinies for evermore ; 

Believing day of unbelief ; great day. 

That pet in proper light the affairs of earth, 

And justified the Government Divine; 

Great day ! — what can we more ? what should 

we more ?— 
Great triumph day of God's incarnate Son ! 
Great day of glory to the Almighty God * 
D«y i whence the everlasting ye^rs begin 
Their date, new era in eternity, 
And oft referred to in \he song of Itfayeq 
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Thus stood the apo^ate, thus the' nmfomed 
stood, 
Those held by jUstice^ fast, and these by love, 
Reading the nery scatcheonry, that blazed 
On high, upon the great celestial bow . 
** As ye have sown, so shall ye reap this day," 
AH read, all understood, and all believed, 
Convinced ofjudgment, righteousness, and sin. 

Meantime the universe throughout was still* 
The cope, above and round about, was calm; 
And motionlea?, beneath them, lay the Earth, 
Silent and sad, as one that sentence, waits, 
For Q^gmnt crime ;— when suddoily was bewd. 
Behind the azure vaulting of the skyv 
Above, and far remote from reach aS tight, 
The sound of trumpets, and the soand of csowdsi 
And prancing steeds, and rapid chariot wbec^ 
That from four quarters rolled, and seemed in 

haste, 
Assembling at some place of rendezvous; 
And so they seemed to roll, with furious speed, 
As if none meant to be behind the first. 
Hor seemed alone : that day, the golden trump, 
Whose voice, from centre to circumference 
Of all created things, is heard distinct, 
God had bid Michael sound, to summon aU 
The hosts of bliss to presence of their King} 
And, all the morning, millions infinite. 
That millions governed each, Dominipns, poY^er?) 
Thrones, Principalities, witli all their ho$ti| 
Had been arriving, near the capital, 
And royal cily. New Joriisalern, 
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From neaTen^ reinotest bounds. Nor yet ilrom 

heayoi 
Alone came they, that day. The worlds aroimd. 
Or neighboaring nearest on the rerge of nig^t. 
Emptied, sent forth theh" whole inhabitants 
AU tribes of being came, of every name, 
From every coast, filling Jehovah's courts. 
From mom till mid-day, in the squadrons poured 
Immense, along the bright celestial roads. 
Swiftly they rode, for love unspeakable. 
To God, and to Messiah, Prince of Peace, 
Drew them, and made obedience haste to be 
Approved* >And now, before the Eternal 

Throne,— 
Brighter, that day, than when the Son prepared 
To overthrow the seraphim rebelled,— 
And circling round the mount of Deity, 
Upon the sea of glass, all round about, 
And down the borders of the stream of life. 
And over all the plains of Paradise, 
For many a league of heavenly measurement, — 
Assembled, sto<^ the immortal multitudes. 
Millions, above all number infinite. 
The nations of the blessed. Distinguished each. 
By chief of goodly stature blazing far ; 
By various garb, and flag of various hue 
Streaming through heaven from standard lifted 

high— 
The arms and imagery of thousand worlds. 
Distinguished each, but all arrayed complete. 
In armour bright, of helmet, shiold, and sword ; 
And mounted all in chariots of fire. 
A military throng, ble>it« not oonfuMd; 



As soldiers en some day of ereat refioir« 
Bunting in splendpar of refalgent gold. 
And omunent, on purpose, long divised 
For this expected day. Distingttijhed each, 
But all accoutred as became their Lord, 
And high occasion ; all in holiness. 
The lirery of the soldicfy of God, 
Vested ; and shining all with perfesl bliss, 
The w«ge8 that his faithful senrants win. 

Thus stood they numberless around the m< 
Of presence} and, adoiing, waited, hushed 
In deepest silence, for the yoice of God 
That moment, all the Sacred Hill on high 
Burned, terrible with glory, and, behind 
The uncreated lustre, hid the Lamb, 
Invisible { when, from the radiant Cloud, 
This voice, addressing all the hosts of heaven 
Proceeded, not in words as we converse. 
Each with his fello'nr, t>ut in language such 
As God doth use, imparting, wiSiout phrase 
Successive, what, in speech of creatures, seem 
Long narrative, though long, yet losing much 
la feeble symbols of the thought Divine. 

My servants long approved, my fiiithful sons 
Angels of glory. Thrones, Dominions, Powers, 
Well pleased, this morning, I have seen the sp< 
Of your obedience, gathering round my thron 
In order due, and well-becoming garb ; 
lUuatrous, as I see, beyond your wont, 
As was my wish, to glorify this day ; 
And now, what your assembling means, atten 

This day concludes the destiny of man. 

21 
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The hour, appointed from eternity. 
To judge the earth, in righteousness, is come; 
To end the war of Sin, Ibftt long has fought. 
Permitted, against the sword of Holiness ; 
To give to men and devils, as their works. 
Recorded in my att-remembering book, 
find ; good to the good, and great reward 
)f everlasting honour, joy, and peace, 
Before my presence here mt evennore ; 
And to the evil, as their sins provoke, 
Eternal recompense of sham* and wo, 
Cost out beyond the bounds of light and love. 

Long have I stood, as ye, my sons, well know. 
Between the cherubim, and stretched my arms 
Of mercy ou^ inviting all to come 
To me, and live ; my bowels long have moved 
With great compassion; and my justice passed 
Transgression by, and not imputed sin. 
Long here, upon my everlasting tlirono, 
I have beheld my love and mercy scorned, 
Have seen my laws despised, my name blasphem- 
ed, 
My providence accused, my gttcious plans 
Opposed ; and long, too long, have I beheld 
The wicked triumph, and my stints reproached 
Maliciously, while on my altars lie. 
Unanswered still, their prayers and their tears. 
That seek my coming, wearied with delay 
And loDfif, Disorder in my moral reign 
Has walked rebelljously, disturbed the p^acQ 
Of my e ternal government, a»d wiougbt 
^^<*aw«io», spreading (ar ^d wWe, among 
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My woAb inferior, which groan to be 

Roleaaed. Nor long ahaU groan, llie hour of 

ffrace 
The final hoar of grace, is fully passed ; 
The time acceptea for repentance, faith, 
And pardon, is irrcTocabl]^ passed ; 
And Jiistieo, unaccompanied, as wont, 
With Mercy, now goes forth to G:ive to all 
According to their deeds. Justice alone, — 
For why should Mercy any more be ioined ? 
What hath not mercy, mixed with judgment done, 
That mercy, mixed with judgment and reproof, 
Could do? Did I not revelation make. 
Plainly and clearly, of my will entire ? 
Before them set my holy law, and gave 
Them knowledge, wisdom, prowess to nbey. 
And win, by aelf-wrouffht works, eternal bfe ? 
Rebelled, did I not sena them terms of peace. 
Which, not my justice, but my mercy asked ? 
Terms, costly to my well -beloved Son ; 
To them, gratuitous, exacting faith 
Alone for pardon, works evincing faith ? 
Have I not early risen, and sent my seers. 
Prophets, apostles, teachers, ministers. 
With signs and wonders, working in my name ? 
Have I not still, from age to age, raised up 
As I saw needful, great, religious men. 
Gifted by me with large capacity. 
And by my arm omnipotent upheld. 
To pour tne numbers of my mercy forth. 
And roll my judgments on the ear of man ? 
And lastly^ when the promised hour was come. 
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What more could most abundant mercy do?«^ 

Did I not Bend Immanuel forth, my Son, 

Only begotten, to purchase, by his bloody 

As many as believed upon his name? 

Did be not die to give repentance, such 

As I accept, and pardon of all sins ? 

Has he not taught, beseeched, and shed abroad 

The Spirit unconfined, and given at times 

Example fierce of wrath and judgment, poured 

Vindictively on nations guilty long? 

What means of reformation, that my Son 

Has left behind, untried ? what plamer word's^ 

What arguments more strong, as yet remain ? 

Did he not tell them, with his lips of truth. 

The righteous should be saved, the wicked dan** 

ned? 
And has he not, awake both day and night. 
Here interceded with prevailing voice. 
At my right hand, pleading his precious blood 
Which magnified my holy law, and bought^ 
For all who wished, per|>etual righteousness ? 
And have not yoa, my faithful servants, all 
Been frequent forth, obedient to my wiU, 
With messages of mercy and of love. 
Administering my gifts to sinful man 7 
And have not all my mercy, all my love. 
Been sealed and stamped with signature tfl 

heaven ? 
By proof of wondters, miracles, and signs 
Attested, and attested more by truth 
Divine, inherent in the tidings sent ? 
This day declares the consequence of aU. 
Some have believed, are sanctified, and saved. 
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Prepared for dwellings in this holy place, 
la these Iheir mansions, built before my face ; 
And now, beneath a crown of golden light. 
Beyond our wall, at place of judgment, they, 
Expecting, wait the promised, due reward. 
The others stand with Satan bound in chains. 
The others, who refused to be redeemed : 
They stand, unsanctifiedi unpardoned, sad. 
Waiting the sentence that shall fix their wo. 
The others, who refused to be redeemed ; 
For all had grace sufficient to believe. 
All who my gospel heard ; and none, who heard 
It not, shall by its law, this day, be tried. 
Necessity of sinning, my decrees 
Imposed ea none ; but rather, all inclined 
To holiness ; and grace was bountiful. 
Abundant, everflowing with my word ; 
My word of life and peace, which to bM men, 
Who shall or stand or fall, by law revealed, 
Was offered freely, as 'twas freely sent. 
Without all money, and without all price. 
Thus they have all, by willing act, diespised 
Me, and my Son, and sanctifying Spirit. 
But now, no longer shall they mock or scorn. 
The day of grace and mercy is complete, 
And Godhead from their misery abwlyed. 

So saying. He, the Father infinite, 
Taming, addressed Messiah, where he sat, 
F.iaUed gloriously, at his right hand. 
This day belongs to justice and to thee. 
Eternal Son, thy right for senrice done ^ 
Abundantly fulfilling all my will ; 
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By promise thine, from all eternity. 

Made in the ancient Covenant of Grace ; 

And thine, as most befitting, since in thee 

Diyine and human meet, impartial Jadge, 

Consulting thus the interest of both. 

Go then, my Son, divine similitude, 

Image express of Deity unseen. 

The book of my remembrance take ; and take 

The golden crowns of life, due to the saints ; 

And take thcseven last thunders ruinous ; 

Thy armour take ; gird on thy sword, thy sword 

Of justice ultimate, reserved, till now. 

Unsheathed, in the eternal armoury ; 

And mount the living chariot of God. 

Thou goest not now, as once, to Calvary, 

To be insulted, bufieted, and slain ; 

Thou goest not now, with battle and the voioe 

Of war, as once against the rebel hostsi 

Thou goest a Judge, and findst the guilty bound ; 

Thou goest to prove, condemn, acquit, reward. 

hot unaccompanied ; all these, my saints. 

Go with thee, glorious retinue, to sing 

Thy triumph, and participate thy joy ; 

And I, the Omnipresent, with thee go ; 

And with thee all the glory of my throne. 

f Thus said the Father ; and the Son beloved. 
Omnipotent, Omniscient, Fellow God, 
Arose, resplendent with Divinity; 
And He the book of God's remembramw took % 
And took the seven last thuilders minoas ; 
And took the crowns of life^ due to the syJnta 
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Ilia armour took ; girt on his sword^ his stTM^ 
Of justice ultimate, reserved, till now, 
Unsheathed, ia the eternal armoury ; 
And up the living chariot of God 
Ascended, 8ig;nifyii^ all ctmiplete. 

And now the Trump, of wondrous ttelody, 
By man oi angel never heard before ; 
Soiinded with thunder, and the march began, 
Not swifts as cavalcade, on battle bent, 
But, as became procession of a judge. 
Solemn, magnificent, majestic, slow ; 
Moving sublime with glory iiu&nite. 
And numbers infinite, and awful song, 
They passed the gate of heaven, which, many ft 

league. 
Opened either way, to let the glory forth 
Of this great march. And now, the sons of men 
Beheld their coming, which, before, they heard; 
Beheld the glorious countenance of God I 
All light was swallowed up, all objects seen 
Faded ; and the Incarnate, visible 
Alone, held every eye upon him fixed ; 
The wicked saw his majesty severe j , 
And those who pierced Him saw his Jiiaee wttli 

clouds 
Of glory circlied round, essential bright j 
And to the rocks and mountains called in vain. 
To hide them from the fierceness of his '<^'<^^?« 
Ahnigfaty power their flight restrained, and held 
Them bound immovable before the bar 

The rkhteoas, undisnwyed and ^boM— t>««* 
prooi; 
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Thk day 9 of fortiinde 8uusertt,r-^^iutaiiiad 
By inward fritbt with acclamations loud. 
Received the coming of the Son of Man; 
I Andt drawn by lore^ inclined to his approach, 
Moring to meet the brightness of his face. 

Memtime, 'tween g;ood and bad, the Jadgc bis 

wheels 
Stayed^ and, ascending, sat upon the great 
White Throne, that morning founded there by 

power 
Omnipotent, and built on righteousness 
And truth. Behind, before, on every side, 
In.natiTe and reflected blaze of bright, 
Celestial equipage, the myriads stood, 
TIM^t with his marching came ; rank aboTe rank, 
lUink above rank, with shield ^nd fluming sword. 

' *Twas tQence all ! and <|uick, on right apd lef>y 
A mighty angel spread the book of Ood*s 
Remembrance | and, with conscience now sincere, 
AH men compared the record, written there 
By finger of Omniscience ; and received 
Thwt sentence, in themselves, of joy or wo ; 
Condemi^ed or justified, while yet the Judge 
Waited, as if to let them prove themselves. 
The righteous, in the book of life displayed. 
Rejoicing, read their names ; rejoicing, read 
Their frith for righteousness received, apd deeds 
Of holiness, as proof of (kith complete. 
The wicked, in the book of endless death. 
Spread out to left, bewailing, read their names; 
And read beneath them. Unbelief and fruit 
Of unbeliei; vile, unrepented deeds. 
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So sayiDgi God grew Uiirlc -with utt^ WMfH-; 
And, drawio|f now tlie sword, umlfawtt before, 
Which through the range olinHoite, all aioiuul, 
A Meam of fiery indignation threw, 
He lifted up hii hand omnipotent. 
And down among the da;nucd the burning edge 
Plunged ; and from forth his arrowy quiyer sent, 
S^ptied^ the seven last'thundert ruinous. 
Which, enteruig, withered all their souk with 

Are. 
Then first was vengeanoe, firtt was rum seen ! 
Redf onrestraiBed, vindictive, final, fierce ! 
They, howling, fled to west among the dark i 
But fled not these the terrors of the Lord. 
Pursued, and driven beyond the Gulf, which 

frowns 
impassable, between the good and bad. 
And downward far remote to lelL oppressed 
And scorched with the avenging fires, begun 
Burning within them,->-they upon the verge 
Of£re£u8, a moment, pausing stood. 
And aaw, below, the unlathomable lak«, 
Tossing with tides of dark, tempestuous wrath ; 
And would have looked bebmd ; bat greatef 

wrath. 
Behind, fiirbade, which now no respite gaTs 
To final misery. God, in the grasp 
Of his iUmighty strength, took them ii|»raised. 
And threw them down, into the yawmi^r pit 
Of bottoi^eta perdition, ruined, dammiKl, 
Fast bound in chains of darkness evermore ; 
And Second Death, and the Undying IfVorvi^ 
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Hm fril^L Whjraow suooeed? TliM«fa God 

should fljtoofi^ * 

Iftviting ttili, and send his Only Son 
To oflfer gra^oo in bell, the pride^ that first 
Befuaed, woijld still rcrfuso ; the unbelief^ 
Still unbelienng, would deride and mook ; 
Nay more, refuse j deride, and mock; for sin, 
Increasing still, and growiiig, day jBJ^d pight. 
Into the essence of the soul, beoonje 
All sin, makes what in time seemed probable, — 
Seemed probable, since God inTited then, — 
For ever now impossible. Thus they. 
According to the etemallaws which bind 
All creatures, bind the Uncreated One, 
Though we name not the sentence of the Judge,— 
Must daily grow in tin and punishment, 
Made by themMhas their ^eoeMuy lo^ 
Unchangeable to all eternjty 

What lot ! what ehoiee ! I sing not, cannot ong 
Here, highest ^eraphji Jtremble on the lyre^ 
And make a sndden p^jose ! — ^but thou h^s^ seen* 
And here, the bard, a moment, held his ba^d^ 
As one who saw more of tbat horrid wp 
Than words could utter ; fnd again fmvm^ r 

Nor yet had vengeance done. Tbe^ty{;astli, 
Inanimate, debase^ and stained by am. 
Seat of rebellion, of corruption, long. 
And tainted with ifiortalitv thiongbouC,T— 
God sentenced next ; and sent the final fires 
Of ruin forth, to bum and to destroy. 
The saintf its burning saw, and thou mayst i 



TUB COU&gfi or TIME. i^' 

Look yonder, round the lofty golden virmk' 
And galleriea ofNew Jerasalem, 
Among the imagery of wonders passed ; 
Look near the souUiern ga£e; look, ^nd behold-^ 
On spacious canvass^ touched with Jiving h un s ■■ 
^The Gonflagrationtof the ancient earth, 
iThe handiwork of high archangel, dr«wn 
From memory of what he saw, that day. 
See ! how the mountains, how the valleys bum ; 
The Andes bam, the Alps, the Appenines, 
Taurus and Atlas ; all the islands burn ; 
The Ocean bums, and rolls his waves of flame. 
See liovt^ ihe fightnings, barbed, red with wrath, 
Sent from iiie quiver of Omnipotence, 
Cross and recross the fiezy gloom, and bum 
Into the centre t-Mmm wiuoat, within, 
And help the native fires, which God av^oke^^ 
And kindled with the tvitf of hie wrathV 
As inly troubled, now she seems to shake ; 
The flataes, dividing, now a moment, fafH j 
And now, in one conglomerated mtissf 
Rising, they glow oh high, prodigious blaie » 
Then fall and sink again, as if, within. 
The fuel, burned to ashes, was consumed. 
So burned the e«rth upon that dreadful day. 
Yet not to full annihilation burned. 
The essential particles of dust remained^ 
Purged by the final, sanctifying fires. 
From all corraption ; from all stain of sin. 
Done there by man or devil, purified. 
The essential particles remained, of which 
God built the world agam, renewed, unproved 

F 3 
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WHh feitile vale, ud wood oT fertile two^; 
And streuns of milk and honey, flowing aong ; 
And mountaina cinetnied with perpetual green ; 
In elime and aeaaon fraitfiil, aa at hnt. 
When Adam woke, unfallen, in Parad^. 
And God, from out the fomit of native Kght, 
A handfid took of beams, and clad the sun 
Again in gloiy ; and sent forth the moon 
To harrow thence her wonted ra;^8, and lead 
Her ttan^ the viigin daoghtere of the sky. 
And God revrred the winds, revived the tides ; 
And touching her irom his Almighty hand. 
With force centiifu^, she onward ran. 
Coursing her wonteid peth. to stop no more. 
Delightnil scene of new inhabitants ! 
As Uioa, this mom, in passing hither, saw'st. 

Thus done, the glorious Judge^ turning to nght« 
Witti countenance of love unspeakable. 
Beheld the righteous, and approved them thus : 
** Ye blessed of my Father, come, ye just. 
Enter the joy eteinal of your Loid ; 
Receive your crowns, ascend, and sit with mc. 
At God's right hand, in glory evermore !" 

Thus said the Omnipotent, Incarnate God ; 
And waited not the homage of the crowns, 
Already thrown before him ; nor the loud 
Amen of universal, holy praise ; 
But tamed the living chariot of Are, 
And swifler now,— as joyful to declare 
This day*8 proceedings in his Father's court, 
And to present the number of his sons 
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Rtemftl bafp ! ftwftke, awake, and smg f<^ 
The Lord, toe Lord, our God Afamghty, reignof 

Thus the Messiah, wiih (he hosts of bliss, 
Entered the sates of heaven, unquestioned now. 
Which dosed behind Uiem to (<o out no moie; 
And stood, accepted in his Father's sight ; 
Before the glorious everlasting I'hrode, 
Presenting all his saints ; not one was lost. 
Of all that he in Covenant received ; 
And, havii^g given the kingdom up, he sat, 
Where now he sits and reigns, on the right hand 
Of glory ; and our God is ul in all f 

Thus have I sungf beyond thy first request. 
Rolling my rinnllbers O'er the track of man, 
The world st dilwn at mid-day and decline ; 
Time gone, the fighteous saved, the wicked dam* 

ned, 
And God*8 eternal government approved. 
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